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Nature never deceives us; it is always us who deceive ourselves.
— Jean-Jacques Rousseau

In this unit, you will

> grow to understand the current situations of climate change through reading,
listening, and viewing

> talk about the impact of climate change on the globe through guided activities

> design and make a public service advertisement to call for university students’

awareness of damaging behaviors contributing to the increase of carbon footprints

pick up useful words and expressions

learn to reflect on your own learning and comment on that of your peers

learn to think independently, critically and creatively

VYV
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Lesson One

|

The WorldIs/Being Not/Green?

Task 1 Brainstorming

Green or not green. A complex situation with an unfortunately simple result:
The world is being threatened by environmental pollutants and its greenness is
fading away. View the following pictures, then describe and explain the different
phenomena indicating the huge changes in the global environmental landscape.

Task 2

Expanding Your Vocabulary

Read through the words in the left-hand column, and match each of them with the
appropriate meaning in the right-hand column.

1. release
2. collapse
3. disruption

4. predict
5. shrink
6. equivalent

A.
B.
C.

22

a disorderly outburst or tumult

to become or make sth smaller in size or amount

to let sb or sth come out of a place where they have been kept or
trapped

. equal in value, amount, meaning, importance, etc.

to say that sth will happen in the future
to fall down or fall in suddenly, often after breaking apart
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Unit 1 Creating a Greener World
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Word Bank
1. ice shelf k% 6. insurer n. FE&2 3]
2. ice bridge #T Nl %ok : 7. bruntn. £ &6 E%
3. shatter v. #r#& H 8. federal adj. # BT 69
4. bold adj. kA2t i 9. equivalent adj. 8% 8
5. queer v. L FEARA] i 10. Hurricane Sandy A& R % i
A v
C L L Warm-up
P ) Work in pairs and make a list of evidence that the globe is becoming
warmer and warmer. Your list should include at least three items.
Evidence 1)
Evidence 2)
Evidence 3)
% J

Task 1 Note-taking

Listen to audio clip 1, complete the following diagram with the information from
the clip, then answer the question What latest evidence is reported in the audio

clip? with the help of the diagram.

The latest evidence comes from 1) )

"‘ Arctic ice is \] "An ice shelf is 7) because the ice

) Kbndge that held it in place has 8) )

[""Many scientists predict In the past 9) years, 10) )

1\\4) ] ice shelves have 11) or 12)

{"Some researchers think . ) )
a0 Some ice shelves were 13) years old.

o




Task 2 Dictation

Listen to audio clip 1 again and fill in the blanks according to what you have heard.

Polar ice works 1) . Without it, there could be 2) .
Governments all around the world have to 3) , but each of us has
to 4) . If we all don’t take bold action, and take it soon, we will §
5) , if we're lucky. !

CL L e Warm-up
F ) Browse the following pictures of different groups of people and predict

which group is paying the price for climate change.

) Explain and discuss in what ways the predicted group is paying the price
for climate change.

Task 1 Note-taking

Listen to audio clip 2, fill the blanks according to what you have heard and answer
the following question with the help of the diagram.

O It might seem like 1) are most at 2)
They paid 3) in climate-related 4) last

Whois payike the year in the U.S. alone.

price for climate O But it turns out that bearing the brunt of climate change costs is
change? you, the 5)

O The government spent 6) the private insurance
industry. Governments’ efforts are entirely 7)




Unit 1 Creating a GLgxeneL World

AP AN A R R R A R R R R R A A R RN ORI IR I IIAIAAH

Task 2 True or False

Listen to audio clip 2 again and decide whether the following statements are True
(T) or False (F). You should pay special attention to numbers.

1. Americans paid a climate disruption tax, equivalent to 2.7 percentage point increase in
what they paid in sales taxes last year.
2. Americans spent nearly $95 billion in 2012 on climate change related disasters.
- 3. The U.S. spent $100 billion on education last year and just $91 billion on transportation.

Follow-up

Climate change is not only a natural phenomenon but also the consequence of
human activities. Complete the following chart by listing the natural forces and
human factors that have contributed to climate change. Then discuss with the help
of the completed chart what factors are to blame most.

Natural Forces Human Factors

r ™\
Word Bank
1. fluctuatev. &3 6. methane n. ¥z
2. Fahrenheit n. % X3& K& 7. consumption n. i #£
3. radiate v. 454 i 8. subtlead]. fit4y#)
4. concentration n. % ¥ i 9. compactadj. ¥y
5. intensify v. 34 3% i 10. fluorescent adj. % .44
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Warm-up
() Work in pairs and identify the human activities illustrated in the pictures
below that have driven the world temperatures up. Share your opinions
with your peers.
N J

Task 1 Note-taking
Watch the video clip and take down the information about the greenhouse effect.
Then complete the following chart with the help of the diagram. You should pay

special attention to verbs.
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Ever since the industrial revolution began, factories, power plants, and eventually, cars,
have 1) fossil fuels such as oil and coal 2) huge amounts of
carbon dioxide and other gases into the atmosphere.

¥

The greenhouse effect begins with the sun and the energy it 3) to the earth.
The earth and the atmosphere 4) some of this energy.
The rest of the energy 5) into space.

¥

Naturally occurring gases in the atmosphere 6) some of this energy and
7) it back, 8) the earth.

Scientists now believe that the greenhouse effect is 9) by the extra
greenhouse gases that humans have 10)

Task 2 Prediction Box

According to the video, much remains to be learned about global warming. There
have been climate models predicting subtle changes. In this task, you are going to
make some predictions about the results of climate change in the future with the
help of the following two activities.

1. Recall with the help of the following table what you have viewed and heard in the video
about the different predicted changes.

Aspects

Predicted Changes and Possible Consequences
Temperature T
Sea level 2.
Weather patterns i
Species 5.




B ¢Gs 9

2. What will happen if the world temperatures are 10 degrees higher? Make your own
predictions about the changes in the fields illustrated in the following chart. You can go to the
online resources for more information on this topic.

Climatic Shock: If the World
Temperatures Are 10 Degrees Higher, ...

Human Civilization Weather Patterns Sea Level Species

e Traditional social e [Extreme weather e Polar ice e Diversity
systems e Natural disaster e Land e Extinction

e The world great | e Monster

cities ‘ |

. ® Climate refugees | | | ‘ {

Follow-up

In this section, you are supposed to use what you have learned to create a piece
of writing, the focus of which includes a summary and a prediction as well as
a conclusion. The summary should be of what you have learned about climate
change, the prediction should contain what will happen if the concentration of
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere continues to rise. In the conclusion you
should put forward suggestions about what we can do to help the earth from
getting warmer.
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Expressions & Structures to Use

Phrases

snowball effect Audio 1 It turns out that ... Audio 2
be on very thin ice Audio 1 Itis ... that ... Video
take bold action Audio 1 Ever since ..., ... have / has been / done ... Video
take the brunt of something  Audio 2 Aslongas ..., ... will ... Video
take the lead Audio 2 What is less certain is ... Video

Solving the Problem

Work with your peers on the situation below and try to come up with a solution to
the problem described. You are expected to share your ideas and justify yourself
in this process. Use as many phrases from the “Expressions & Structures to Use”
box as possible.

Situation

Suppose you are a firm environmentalist who is very much concerned about global
warming, while one of your roommates does not think global warming is a big issue and
it has nothing to do with human activities because he / she thinks global warming is the
result of natural forces. You always argue over various human activities producing carbor
footprint and which is the number one contributor to the rising global temperature.
What's the way out for you two? How can you and your roommate stop fighting with each
other and start fighting for a better world together?

O You have 15 minutes to discuss within your group.

D Role-play the situation by making up conversations between you and your classmate. You
should make full use of the following pictures illustrating the amount of carbon footprint
produced by different human activities.

rhon

Humans exhale 1kg of CO2 per Day! Using Computers

1Kg of CO2!




