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© Ralph Waldo Emerson

What is success?

To laugh often and love much,

To win the respect of intelligent persons and the affection of children;

To earn the approbation of honest citizens and endure the betrayal of false
friends,

To appreciate beauty;

To find the best in others,

To give oneself;

To leave the world a little better,

Whether by a healthy child, a garden patch, or a redeemed social condition;

To have played and laughed with enthusiasm and sung with exultation,

To know even one life has breathed easier;

Because you have lived—

This is to have succeeded.
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Goals determine what you are going to be.

Julius Erving
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© Anonymous

Success means different things for different people. Some may equate it
with fame, some with wealth and still some with accomplishments. For me, it
means fulfilling one’s dreams. Whatever your dreams are, you have a goal there
and then focus all your attention on it. Dreams bring you hope and happiness.
In the process of struggling for it, you cry, sweat, complain or even curse, but
the joy of harvesting makes you forget all the pains and troubles you have gone
through. So an old proverb says that the sweetest fruit is one that has undergone
the bitterest ordeal.

There are several keys to success. First, your goal must be practical and
practicable. If you set your goal too high, chances are that you will never attain it.
Next, you have to make a plan of doing it. You can take some steps to realize it.
Since the process is quite tough, you need to be diligent, patient and persevering.
Even if you meet with some difficulties or frustrations, just take them in your
stride. You can always tell yourself that there is nothing insurmountable. With

this will and determination, success is sure to wait for you at the end of the

tunnel!
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© Stephen

The air we breathe is so freely available that we take it for granted. Yet
without it we could not survive more than a few minutes. For the most part, the
same air is available to everyone, and everyone needs it. Some people use the
air to sustain them while they sit around and feel sorry for themselves. Others
breathe in the air and use the energy it provides to make a magnificent life for
them.

Opportunity is the same way. It is everywhere. Opportunity is so freely
available that we take it for granted. Yet opportunity alone is not enough to create
success. Opportunity must be seized and acted upon in order to have value. So
many people are so anxious to “get in” on a “ground floor opportunity”, as if the
opportunity will do all the work. That’s impossible.

Just as you need air to breathe, you need opportunity to succeed. It takes
more than just breathing in the fresh air of opportunity, however. You must make
use of that opportunity. That’s not up to the opportunity. That’s up to you. It

doesn’t matter what “floor” the opportunity is on. What matters is what you do

with it.
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