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Abstract: In the Song era, as the peak of Chinese historiographical development, the historical
thought and records became extremely prosperous and, as the mainstream of official history, the style
of historical records became plentiful. In the meantime there sprung up a large number of famous histo-
rians. Being a treasure in our cultural inheritance, Zizhi Tongjian compiled by Sima Guang, one of the
most prominent historians at that time, is of great significance in the realm of historiography. It is not
only a model for historical classics, but also one of the political readers being rewarded and respected
in the feudal society from then on.

Key words; history of the Song era; Sima Guang; Zizhi Tongjian
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