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Pretface

L1 Xueqgin

In the ancient Chinese cultural relics, bronzeware is one of the branches that a richest in colour,
those who have come into contact with the brilliant traditional Chinese culture see the important
historical value and artistic achievemen of the ancient Chinese bronzeware. The germination and
evolution of bronzeware in China has witnessed a duration of thousands of years, its unearthing sphere
is nearly spread all over the country, Shaanxi is the center where most of the bronzes are found out.
From the Western Han of two thousand years ago, there was acquired the record of bronzeware,
thereafter historians had never put down their pens to write it, in modern and contemporary times,
the findings number most. After the modern archaeology has been founded in China, there have in
succession been great discoveries, a variety of treasures are set much value on both at home and
abroad. Shaanxi proves itself to be the precibus deposits of the ancient bronzeware. If you leaf
through The Shaanxi Bronzes compiled by Li Xixing etc. I believe we shall have the same feeling.

The origin of the Chinese bronzeware, up to the present, is still a problem awaing our exploring.
The bronze remains of the earliest age to date ought to be the bronze piece unearthed at the Banpo
type of house base site of Yangshao Culte in Jiangzhai of Lintong in Shaanxi in 1973. According to the
carbon —14 determination, its dating is about 4700B. C. later than this finding, there are follo by a
good few unearthed in the Northwest of China. Hence, to study how the bronzeware arose in China,
Shaanxi holds an exceedingly important position.

he bronzes of the Shang and Zhou unearthed in Shaanxi have outstanding features,they are really
treasures of Shaanxi. ’ _

The capital of the Shang Dynasty is in today’s Henan Province not far from the west land Shaanxi
area. From the archaeological excavations, it can be seen that in the earlier stage of the Shang, that
is, the Erligang Period of the Shang culture, which had in—depth influence on Shaanxi. In the places
of Huaxian, Lantian and Yaoxian, where the sites of the Sha‘,ri‘g culture of this period can be found,
whereas the typical bronze vessels of Erligang are seen in Sal{lidong of Tongchuan. These places are
close to the Wei River thereabout. What merits special notice is that between Qishan and Fufeng is
Zhouyuan which later on became the cradle f the Zhou people, at this place there have been found out
the bronze vessels with the style of the Erligang Period of Shang culture, for instance, the gu (wine
vessel) unearthed in Jingdang of Qishan, the /i (cooking vessel) and cup, their dating are somewhat
later than that of Erligang Period. This is very important in the understanding of the relation between
the cultures of the Shang and Zhou.



n the later stage of the Shang, the bronzes of the Yin Ruins Period of Shang culture, in the area
along the Wei River there are found a lot of them, such as Huaxian, Lantian, Yaoxian, Liquan,
Wugong, Fufeng, Qishan, Baoji and other places. At Dayuan Village of Chang’an County in Xi’an
City there is unearthed Yimao zun with a relative lengthy inscription which is the most important one
in the bronze inscriptions that have ever been found out. In Laoniupo of Xi’an is found the site of the
bronzes of this period on a fairly large scale, adjacent to this place is Yuanjiaya, where the bronzes are
also unearthed. These spots, according to researches, ought to have been the vassal state of Chong of
the Shang Dynasty. )

n Northern Shaanxi, the placés near the Yellow River, including Yulin, Suide, Wubao,
Qingjian, Yanchuan and Yanchang, there are also unearthed the bronzes of the later stage of the
Shang Dynasty, but they have some local features, hence toether with some places over the other
bank of the Yellow River, it can be put under a separate cultural region. This kind of bronze vessels
have apparently the characteristics of the north people, its influence has spread to the middle part of
Shaanxi, for instance, in Chunhua this type of vessels are found out.

Opposite to this, in Southern Shaanxi, in Chenggu and Yangxian of Hanzhong City, there are
unearthed the bronzes of the Shang Dynasty that can be traced back to as early as the Erligang Period.
The bronzes of the later stage of the Shang here have also the local features, and have some close
connection with those of Sihuan. These are valuable material for the study of the bronzes of that time.

The capital of the Western Zhou was in Shaanxi, the majority of Guanzhong was in the royal
domain, it can be imagined that the Western Zhou Period was the most prosperous times of the
bronzeware in Shaanxi. _

The most famous bronze vessels of the Western Zhou are mostly unearthed in Shaanxi. The place
where most of the vessels are found is Zhouyuan which is the former capital of the Zhou people, later
on it was granted as field for Duke Zhou to reside. Many valuable treasures, such as Tianwang gui
(food container), the large and small Yu ding (tripod), big Ke din, Mao Yin ding, scribe Qiang’
plate, are all unearthed here. In Feng and Hao where the capitals were built in the earlier stage of
Zhou, though there were a large part of the vessels that had been ruined in digging in the Han
Dynasty, there are a good few of important vessels discovered, such as Duoyou ding. In addition,
Baoji was the seat of the vassal state of West Guo in the royal domain, the first enfeoffed prince was
the younger brother of King Wehwang of Zhou, who was in service of the royal court for generations,
besides, there were the national ‘minorities living there and the bronzes unearthed there are very rich
and valuable.

In the earlier stage of the Zhou, the bronzeware directly inherited the artistic tradition of the
Shang Dynasty, the solemn, plain and graceful style had not been gradually formed until the middle
stage of the Zhou, which was quite different from the myéterious and complicated one of the Shang
Dynasty. The bronzeware of this period in Shaanxi has fully reflected it. Especially from the earlier
years of the Zhou, the bronze inscriptions began to be obviously lengthened, up to the last years of
the Western Zhou, the inscription of Mao Yin ding should amount to 500 characters. The so—called
"the Zhou people honour the ebellishments of writing” refers to this.

he inscription on the bronze vessels, as the people would like to call it ” bronze script” is the



important basis on which the ancient Chinese history is discussed. The bronze script of the Western
Zhou in Shaanxi with great significance are too numerous to count, for example, the Li gui unearthed
in Lintong recording how King Wuwang of the Zhou conquered the Shang, the Tianwang gui
unearthed in Qishan giving an account of King Wuwang’s sacrificial ceremony, the Square Sai ding
unearthed in Baoji describing the east expedition, the He zun introducing King Chengwang’s building
the Chengzhou city(walls), the small Yu ding (tripod) of Qishan recounting the punitive expeditions
in the reign of King Kangwang, the Weiding and Wei he narrating the land bargain in the middle stage
of the Western Zhou, the Guoji Zibo plate relatng King Xun’wang’s punitive expedition against
Xianyun(the Huns), the Jufu xu of Wugong keeping a record of King Xuanwang’s fighting south, all
have a higly historical value.

After the fall of the Western Zhou the dynasty moved its capital to Chengzhou. On the basis of
the ruins of the Western Zhou, the Qin state arose. Inheriting the tradition of the Western Zhou, the
bronzes of the Qin state went its own way of development. The vessels of the Qin discovered in
Longxian, Baoji, Fengxiang and Huxian of Shaanxi have revealed the peculiar style. From the Spring
and Autumn Period to the Warring States Period, the shapes and designs of the bronzes of the Qin
have their characteristics distinct from those of the states in the east of the Pass(Tongguan). What is
to be specially pointed out is that the typeface of inscriptions of the Qin bronzeware is also different
from that of the states east of the Pass, this is what Mr. Wang Guowei called the West land script.
The zhong (bell) and bo (large bell) made by Lord Wugong of the Qin unearthed in the Temple of
Taigong in Baoji belong to the earlier stage of the Spring and Autumn Period, the shape and design
approach those of the Western Zhou, however, the typeface of the inscriptions has shown its own
features. This kind of features has handed down to the Qin’s annexation of the six states, and
through the unification of the writing by Emperor Qinshihuang has become the basis of Chinese
characters of the later generations.

Some bronze vessels and objects in the Warring States Period are of special historical significance.
For instance, as tradition has it, the inscription on the Daliangzao Yang ji, says "In the thirteenth
year of Lord Xiaogong of the Qin, a ji was made under the superintendence of Yang, the ordnance
officer.” In the tenth year of Lord Xiaogong of the Qin, Gongsun Yang was appointed Daliangzao.
This is the start of the political reform, the form of this inscription on this weapon is the beginning of
the system of ”casting the name of the worker or the officer in charge of the work on the vessel is
che‘_cking on his sense of responsibility”. But during’ abou.t' the same years of the time, this system in
other states have never been seen, this is really worthy of ou valuing.

The bronze vessels of the Warring States Period unearthed Li‘;x Shaanxi are not allof the Qin State.
For example, the Xiaguan bell of Anyi unearthed in Xianyang "ilas the inscription of the Wei state on
top of which another inscription is cast the Qin people’s script (type), it can be seen that at that time
the vessel must have been changed hands. In the course of the Qin’s invading the six states,this is a
common occurance.

With the unification of the Qin, the style of the bronzeware of the Qin was brought over all the
parts of the country. Records of the Historian records, in the Qin Dynasty ”all the weapons were

collected and brought to the capital Xianyang, where they were melted down to make bronze bells and



twelve bronze statues of giants, each weighing two hundred and forty thousand catties and these were
placed in the courts and palaces”. These twelve statues of giants might have been the largest
bronzeware in the history of China. But it is a pity that they have been destroyed by melting and no
more to be seen. The bronzeware of the Qin Dynasty now discovered in the Mausoleum of Emperor
Qinshihuang is excssively superior in quality, it shows the level of the development of technolog it had
reached at that time. When the Western Han had its capital built in Chag’an, the bronzeware made
new progress. The gilt bronze horse ;7“and the gilt bamboo — joint —like bronze incense bruner in the
burial pit of Maoling Tomb represen}he highest technological level in this respect, which can be rated
as the best of the bronzes in the Han Dynasty.

In modern times the books that concentrated on the collection of the bronzeware in Shaanxi is
Records of the Ancient Shaanxi Bronzes and Tablets compiled by Shaanxi Provincial Annels
Association in 1934, which has the merit of pioneering, though it is limited in content. In 1960,
Shaanxi Provincial Museum and Shaanxi Commission for Cultural Relics jointly compiled The
Lllusrated Collection of the Bronzeware, in which 129 pieces of vessels and musical intruments were
collected, the preface written by Mr. Tang Lan had many original ideas therein. Up to the seventies,
there had been unearthed more than 3000 articles of the bronzes of the Shang and Zhou in the work of
cultural relics and archaeology in Shaanxi, which were collected and compiled into six volumes of The
Bronzeware of Shang and Zhou Unearthed in Shaanxi by Shaanxi Provincial Archaeological Research
Institute, Shaanxi Provincial Commission of Cultural Relics, from 1979, these volumes began to be
published. The large amount of bronze inscriptions found out in Shaanxi were compiled into A
cllection of Bronze Script in Shaanxi by Mr. Wu Zhenfeng, published in 1989. These are all
important contributions to the bronzeware researéh in Shaanxi. '

The scholars Mr. Li Xixing etc. of Shaanxi have worked in the circles of culturl relics and
archaeology for years, they are versed in the studies of the bronzeware. In response to the fulfilment
of the agreement with Shaanxi People’s Fine Arts Publishing House, in adaptation to the needs of the
academic circles, the fine arts circles and the reading public, with all their exertions,;they have
compiled The Shaanxi Bronzes, which is very gratifying to us. In this book there are collected more
than 300 articles of the important bronzes unearthed in various places of Shaanxi, which are printed in
full colour and appended with detailed description. The book is unprecedentedly exquisite and perfect.
It is written in simple langue{ge to explain the profound content, incorporating the traits of academy,
data and appreciation-into a body, especially, with the Chinese —English bilingual presentation, it is
suitable for the readers both at home and abroad. Through this book, the readers not only can know
the general picture of the ancient Shaanxi bronzeware, but also can further understand the profundity
of the traditional Chinese culture and grasp the quintessence of the fine arts of the Bronze Age. I hope

you will lose no chance for having one of it.

May, 1994 in Changyun Palace, Beijing
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