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Preface

Zhangjiakou, also known as Zhangheng or Wucheng, is located in northwest Hebei Province. On the border of Beijing, Hebei
Province, Shanxi Province and Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, it is historically one of the most significant fortresses protecting
Beijing from the north. Here there are simple folkways, excellent culture, a long history, green mountains and clean rivers. Many
are attracted to this place. For a long time ago, | have wished to record with my own paintbrush the ever-changing and profound
history and culture of this place. Unfortunately, that dream had not come true until recently.

In the midsummer of 2013, | had the privilege of meeting Zhou Ding of the Academy Press. During our chat, we talked of
the history and culture of Zhangjiakou where Chinese civilization has left evidence of its development from its infancy. We also
mentioned that Beijing and Zhangjiakou jointly applied for the 2022 Winter Olympic Games. He suggested that | paint the different
parts of its history so that |, as a man bomn and raised here, could make a contribution to the application. With his encouragement
and that of other friends, | began to realize that dream | had held but left untouched for many years.

Since August of 2013, to collect material, | have gone around almost all of the five counties and 13 districts of the city and
consulted different various publications, county annals and so on. Then, | compiled the book Zhangjiakou, Ancient City North of the
Great Wall. In this book, there are 130 drawings with descriptions, in five categories of buildings: historic, rural ancient & war relics,
and modem, folk In “Historical Buildings”, among the architectural heritage of Zhangjiakou, the focus is on solemn and archaic
villages, ancient castles, opera houses, folk houses, temples, pagodas, etc. In “Ancient & War Relics", the places where human
ancestors of East Asia lived two million years ago and ancient battlefi elds are introduced. The“‘Modem Architecture” chapter shows
how the city is constructed in modem times. In “Folk Culture”, folk arts and age-old craftworks are introduced.

The book combines creative drawings with written descriptions. In the process of drawing and compilation, | was more deeply
impressed by the historic sites, folk-customs and splendid traditional culture. | would like to thank Mr. Zhou Ding and my friends
who extended their helping hands when | was in need. Secondly, | want to express my appreciation to my family. It was their
encouragement and support that filled me with the confidence so important for finishing this work.

Li Fang
March,2015
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Zhaohua Temple (1)

Located north of Huai'an County's West Avenue, it was built in
1392 and initially named Yonggiong Buddhist Temple. Rebuilt in
1445, it has 108 wall paintings of the Ming Dynasty (1348-1644).
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Zhaohua Temple (2)

Against a mountain background, the stone, timber and brick
temple has golden statues and engraved beams and ridges with
pictures on them.
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Huwo Temple

Built on Huwo Mountain of the Yinshan Range in Huai'an
County at the riverside in 1476, it is composed of Buddha Hall,
Sangharama Meditation Hall, bell and drum towers and other
buildings with a total floor space of over 2,000 m?.
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Huai'an Archway

Built in 1392, it is at the conjunction of Shanxi, Shandong and In-

ner Mongolia, where, as a saying goes, the cockcrow in Huai'an
can be heard in the three provinces.




