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INATURE High Speed Pursuit Inside A Car Chase

HIGH SPEED PURSUIT
INSIDE A CAR CHASE

The high-speed pursuit...it’s a deadly game. A potent
mixture of speed, danger and chaos that sometimes has a tragic
ending. A harsh reality
for the officer involved
who must make split
second decisions. Using
radical, new techniques
and modern technology,

today’s police forces are
taking the offensive against fleeing criminals.

March, 1993, Santa Ana, California.

Police are pursuing an armed and dangerous fugitive who
has carjacked a truck, holding the driver hostage.

The pursuit began with a suspect shooting and severely
wounding a police officer while fleeing from a crime scene.

They race down city streets and freeways, riding a razor-
thin rim between life and death. And although there is no good
pursuit, this one comes close to being perfect.

“Control 131, 241. Are we sure the driver is a hostage?”

“Confirm. The last word we had is the driver is the hostage.
The suspect has a baseball cap on.”

“He’s shooting out the window here. 260, he’s pointing
the guns at units out the window. 10-23.”

2 Dienvers Chanel
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‘ Gunfire erupts when the fleeing vehicle pursuing officers
i duck for cover.

*“...north bound Greenville. Stay back, Barrett, stay back.
Let the chopper take the...”

“The passenger who was this armed suspect got up and
leaned out of the window and pointed a gun at me.”

Officer Bill Barrett, a 20 year veteran of the Santa Ana
Police force, is in the lead car pursuing the suspect.

“I've never been really in a situation like that, and I slouched
down and swerved to the
number one lane thinking
he would lean out the
window and point the
gun at me. And I'd slouch
down and try to avoid

being shot.”

“Clear at the intersection. There is no cross traffic through
that next intersection.”

“Continuing northbound Baker.”

“260, he’s eastbound Pendleton.”

“Eastbound Pendleton from Greenville.”

“That’s a cul-de-sac. There’s a dead end cul-de-sac right
there. He cannot get out here.”

Trapped in a dead end, the suspect takes off on foot with
police officers in hot pursuit.

“He’s out and running westbound onto the major street.

He’s got the gun in his right hand.”

A Diveovery Crummel
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“I had the shotgun in my hand. I got out. As the suspect
was running through those trees over there. I immediately started
running after the suspect and the passenger or the driver actually
got out of the car. I told him to lay down because [ knew he was
a victim. He was actually the kidnapped victim.”

Sergeant Paul Gonsalves arrives at the scene, and puts
himself in the path of the oncoming suspect.

“I had heard that the suspect had bailed out. I had exited
my vehicle and I came up to this location. And I started to get
about here and I heard the helicopter say, ‘He’s coming your
way. He's coming your way."

“Unit’s right there coming up next halt there. He’s right
there in front of you. Right in front of you. He’s going to come
out right in front of you right now. He’s shooting. Standby.”

“I saw him break the plate at the block wall. As he broke
the plate at the block wall, I had my gun ready to shoot. I had a
bead on him and I had his head in my sights. And as I was
getting ready to pull the tﬁgger, he fired at me and the first
round went over my head and I immediately ducked. As he got
approximately about a 40 degree angle, I took my first two
shots at him.

And the two rounds hit behind his feet as he was running.
And again with no people behind him in his field of fire, I took
my second two shots at him...

...as he crossed the plane almost at the corner of the house.”

“He’s continuing to run northbound. Units on the street.
Keep going. He’s over the next fence now. He’s in the back

yard. He’s still in the back yard there.”

6 ooy Channal



Eﬂﬁﬂs NATURE
: ENGLISH

R T —LHLEHBNE B o T %, B LREEID
EARHHETIRBARA, MILZIET L3k, RERE
ww&&mamzw&mm*T,ﬁu%mﬂ,ﬂwﬁw§
BRZEE, BRMKREI RN, ;

RE - N RESEERIY, BREREILES
it I b,

WELRBESLAS T , TS %I F 4 A, 6 s
(R, B FHHLEER AR, fbIaRE R T, ferIiR
Btk T, - v

“w AVERE, Mt T . RAETRINIERTY , IRIVIERT
W . IERREER AR, ESET, Hfmkg.”

“HB MACATRE TR EROME T, S M T RERE TR
B, Belbfedtf T, MM T i, BT MRSk, TR
EAFHRIL, fREIRIF T K, Bk MR b
i, FLZIRBIE N, 72 ALANRR 40 B FE, FRifb
I T it :

Fbib— B M, FRETE TME. Rk S)E
K IR G R A, TRBESF TRt

------ b 240} T %85 2 FRAO— MR AN,

“MhIEFEARSE LA, HE ERE AR, BE, b
Xkt T M. HERT, WIRETERR.”

icovery Caasl 1



;‘52 URE __ High Specd Pursui nside A Car Chase

“As I got right about here, I could see the suspect running
through the back yard. I stopped right about here, and as the
suspect came over the back wall, I fired one round at him.”

“He’s climbing. He can’t get over that yard right that, at
the gate right there. He’s jumping over the fence. He's in the
back yard now. He’s in the back yard right there. He’s stopped.
His hands are in the air now. There’s a gate on the south side.
He's going towards the gate.”

“Standby. Coming out through the gate now.”

80 minutes after the chase began, police captured the
fugitive without injury to the public. The man is later charged
with attempted murder, evading arrest and reckless driving.

“At the culmination of this pursuit, we were very, very
happy to see that this guy was taken into custody. Nobody got
hurt. No officers got hurt and the suspecl/d‘igr:’_t get hurt.

He was able to have his day in court, and he subsequently
was sentenced to over 60 years in prison and is now serving
time in the Pelican Bay.”

In any high-speed chase, police are faced with an awesome
challenge, and the odds aren’t always in their favor. o

Every year, over 20,000 pursuits occur in the United States,
endangering the lives of thousands.

A colllslon occurs in over 30 percent of these chases

“Oh boy, here we go. Oh, no! Oh, no! Oh, no! I m SOrTy.
Oh, no. Oh, no. This is terrible.”

And tragically, over 300 people are killed each year as a
result of high-speed pursuits.

8 Discovery Channel
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High Speed Pursuit Inside A Car Chase

Across the country, pursuits happen on a daily basis, but
nowhere else in the world do they occur with such frequency
as in Los Angeles, California.

Over 1,000 pursuits occur each year in this city. Sprawling
from the ocean to the flatlands of the desert, LA’s an urban
landscape bisected with thousands of miles of roads, an asphalt
jungle where the automobile thrives: fertile ground for the high-
speed pursuit.

“The high-speed pursuit is part of our culture out here. If
you look back East, you're going to see that pursuits don’t
happen nearly as often as they happen out West.”

“We have a tremendous opportunity for high-speed
pursuits.

We have many, many roadways. We have all kinds of
freeway on ramps, exits, thoroughfares, streets that go on for
miles and miles and miles.”

James Lasley is a Criminology Professor at Cal State
Fullerton, and is considered an expert in high-speed pursuits.

“... syndrome is when ..."”

“It’s paradise for someone engaging in a pursuit, because
the person who wants to run from the police can run anywhere
they want, and the police that they choose to chase and chase
anywhere they want.”

Pursuits seem to appear on the news in Los Angeles as
often as the weather report.

“Well, it really is that real life drama, and it’s that
adrenaline that’s felt while watching the pursuit.

10 Discovery Channel
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