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In this unit you will learn how to write a personal statement.
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Sample 1

My initial passion for mechanics came from my
father who works in the mechanical industry. I visited
his company frequently in my childhood and he taught
me simple knowledge about mechanics at home. Even
though some of the theories and techniques were too
difficult for me at that time, I became increasingly
curious about mechanics. For instance, I could spend a
long time taking a broken clock apart and trying to find
the problem with it. Most of the time, due to my limited
knowledge and skills, I couldn’t fit what I took apart
together. In this case, I would consult with my father
for technical suggestions until I got things repaired.
Mending mechanical things gave me joy and a sense
of achievement. Therefore, I chose Process Equipment
and Control Engineering, a subject in mechanics, as my
undergraduate major without hesitation.
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I really appreciated my choice of Dalian University
of Technology, a state key university professional
for science and technological education, for my
undergraduate studies. During four years of systematic
education and practice, I formed a deeper understanding
of mechanics and further increased my passion for
the subject. In the courses I attended like “Theoretical
Mechanics,” “Basis of Mechanical Designing,” and
“Mechanics of Materials,” I learnt specifications and
considerations in manual drawing, and mastered relevant
theories. Further, as my undergraduate major combined
mechanics with chemical engineering, my knowledge
scope was broadened to areas such as chemical
engineering principles and fluid dynamics. Instead of
distracting me from enhancing my professional expertise,
it deepened my insight about mechanics and relevant
issues.

Meanwhile, I gained practical participation
opportunities during my undergraduate years and
improved hands-on skills. A useful practice was the
gear reducer design project for the course “Basis of
Mechanical Designing.” Since gear design was not a
difficult topic, at first I treated the project as a simple
one. However, when I worked on the space between
the gear axles of the reducer, I realized that knowing
the principles of reducer was not enough. In order to
meet the requirement on speed reduction ratio, the space
should be precisely designed, testified and adjusted. Even
though I made precise calculation, the originally designed
reducer failed to meet the requirement. Afterwards, I
tested and examined the statistics repeatedly and detected
the problem with the number of gear teeth and gear
design. In this practice, I found the varying pattern of
the key variables only through several times of basic
data changing, which decreased the number of data
used to meet the design requirement. Besides, aware of

the significance of details and examinations, I became

confident in further exploration of the subject.
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Additionally, for a better understanding of the
mechanics industry in the working field, I devoted myself
to real-world practice. I interned at Shenyang Machine
Tool (Group) Co., Ltd. during every winter and summer
vacations. While visiting and studying at the workshops,
I listened to the explanations of an experienced
technician and realized my ignorance of the technical
words. Therefore, I took notes of them and studied them
on my own in my spare time. Also, I participated in the
discussion among the work staff and understood many
issues from their talks. During these years of internship,
I grew from a person ignorant of numerically-controlled
machine tools to a mature man who is familiar with how
mechanics industry works in practice. For example,
numerical control workshop is where people study the
technical operations and innovation; employees in the
energy workshop compare and select the energy used
for producing; and machine tools are packed in the
assembly workshop. Meanwhile, shortly after the end of
the second semester of my junior year, I participated in
a two-week practical training at Zhong Hang Li Ming
Chemical Machinery Factory in Huludao. Through on-
site observation and learning, I saw complex design
drawings and understood the processing procedures of
container molding.

Resulting from my undergraduate education and
practice, I have had a better understanding of mechanics
both theoretically and practically. However, I know
that my current knowledge and experience is not
adequate for me to have a good career in the mechanics
industry. During the international exchange program
of International Business Law in the U.S., I became
to know that American education system encourages
self-learning, innovation, teamwork and open-minded
learning environment. These are what I need to be trained
of. Therefore, with a strong desire to carry out in-depth
study of mechanical engineering, I would firstly like to

pursue a master’s degree in Mechanical Engineering in

the U.S., a leading country in the mechanics industry
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that can provide me with more advanced knowledge and
techniques in the field. After graduation, I expect to win a
position in the mechanics industry preferring automobile
companies such as General Motors, Ford Motor and
Toyota Motor. Hopefully after 5 years of learning and
practicing, I can work as an engineer or senior engineer.
After browsing the description of M.S. Mechanical
Engineering program at Marquette University, I found
the specialization of Mechanical Systems useful for my
career goal. I hope you can provide me with a chance to

further my knowledge and realize my dream. Thank you!
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: Fill in the following table using a few key words.

Major applied for

College courses taken

Internship experience

Study plan

Future career plan

Sample 2

Having majored in literary studies (world literature)
as an undergraduate, I would now like to concentrate on
English and American literature for a doctor’s degree.

I am especially interested in nineteenth-century
literature, women’s literature, Anglo-Saxon poetry, and
folklore and folk literature. My personal literary projects
have involved some combination of these subjects. The
relationship between “high” and folk literature became
the subject for my graduate thesis, which examined Toni
Morrison’s use of classical, biblical, African, and Afro-
American folk tradition in her novel. I plan to work
further on this essay, treating Morrison’s other novels and

perhaps preparing a paper suitable for publication.
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In my studies toward a doctoral degree, 1 hope to
examine more closely the relationship between “high”
and folk literature. My junior year and private studies
of Anglo-Saxon language and literature have caused me
to consider the question of where the divisions between
folklore, folk literature, and high literature lie. Should I
attend your university, I would like to resume my studies
of Anglo-Saxon poetry, with special attention to its folk
elements.

Writing poetry also figures prominently in my
academic and professional goals. I have just begun
submitting to the smaller journals with some success
and am gradually building a working manuscript for a
collection. The dominant theme of this collection relies
on poems that draw from classical, biblical, and folk
traditions, as well as everyday experience. My poetry
draws from and influences my academic studies. Much of
what I read and study finds a place in my creative work
as subject. At the same time, I study the art of literature
by taking part in the creative process, experimenting with
the tools used by other authors in the past.

In terms of a career, I see myself teaching literature,
writing criticism, and going into editing or publishing
poetry. Doctoral studies at your university would be
valuable to me in several ways. First, your teaching
assistantship program would provide me with the
practical teaching experience I am eager to acquire.
Further, earning a Ph.D. in English and American
literature would advance my other two career goals by
adding to my skills, both critical and creative, in working
with language. Ultimately, however, I see the Ph.D. as
an end in itself, as well as a professional stepping stone;
I enjoy studying literature for its own sake and would
like to continue my studies on the level demanded by the

Ph.D. program.
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(Exercise ( 1I : Answer the questions.

1. What is the applicant’s professional interest?
2. What is the applicant’s academic background?

3. What is the applicant’s research plan for his/her doctor’s degree?

4. What is the applicant’s career plan?

Sample 3

Nowadays, science and technology play a vital role
in people’s lives. They have become a dominant factor
in the development of society. Therefore, many countries
are striving to diversify their economies through the
development and application of new and advanced
technologies like the ones that operate on nanoscale.
Nanotechnology and applied nanoscience allow people
to create innovative nanostructured materials, devices
and mechanisms which will make a contribution to the
improvement of people’s lives and development of the
country’s economy. Thus, the choice of nanoscience and
nanotechnology as my specialty was inspired by both my
interest in the natural phenomena as a physicist, and by
the excellent prospects it offers in the labor market.

My interest in science, particularly in physics
and maths, developed when I was studying at school.
I enjoyed the challenge of solving different types of
mathematical and physical problems which helped me
develop analytical thinking skills and an understanding
of physical processes that take place in nature. Beyond
my school interests I played music, and got involved in
dancing and drawing. I played the dombyra (a Kazakh
national stringed instrument) in the school orchestra
and sang in the school choir. Through these activities
I became acquainted with and learned the rules and
principles of art.
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In 2008 I entered the Physics Department at
Al Farabi Kazakh National University (majoring
in radiophysics and electronics). There I received a
good fundamental education in physics, electronics,
material science, chemistry, higher mathematics, and
the humanities. I gained a deep understanding of these
subjects and learnt how to apply theories to real life
situations. I took part in students’ scientific conferences,
at which on three separate occasions I got awards for the
best research effort. This activity helped me to improve
my skills in report writing and oral presentation.

Since 2010 I have been working at the Institute of
Experimental and Theoretical Physics of Kazakh National
University as an assistant scientific researcher. I have
experimentally investigated the structural, dynamical
and optical properties of the dusty particles immersed in
plasma environment. What makes this work important
is its connection with nuclear fusion, microelectronics
and non-terrestrial investigations. As the result of my
work at the Institute I have made several contributions
to international conferences and papers in recognized
journals like Journal of Physics D: Applied Physics,
Journal of Physics A: Mathematical and Theoretical and
Physics of Plasmas. Working at the Institute has enriched
my experience in experimental physics and taught me to
work in a team.

Although I completed undergraduate level study
at the best local university, I do not feel that I am in the
best position to make any final decisions about my career
yet. Thus, I have decided to proceed with study abroad
to get a better understanding and knowledge of applied
nanoscience. By studying at your university I hope to
gain a broad education and professional skills on my
chosen course and to learn how to apply these in practice
to improve the world around me. I feel confident that I
will be able to cope with the academic requirements at

the university and successfully conduct research work in

the area of nanoscience and nanotechnology.
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(Source: https://www.studential.com/personal-statement-examples/nanotechnology-and-

nanomaterials-science-personal-statement)




