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Mak Fei's Artistic Career

Mak Fei, native of Taishan County in the Guangdong Province, was born in 1916. Member of the
National Association of Chinese Artists, his achievements were important in the fields of character
sketches, landscapes, pen-and-ink paintings as well as wood engravings. He thus became famous for his
multi-faceted talent.

He graduated in 1938 from the department of Western Painting of the Fine Arts Institute in
Guangzhou where, as a student, he won two awards while publishing many cartoons in journals and
magazines edited in Shanghai and Guangzhou. He was thus invited by the famous cartoonist Ye Qian-yu
to join the well-known "Cartoonists' Propagada Team against Japan", three of his works were displayed at
the "Chinese Resistance War Art Exhibition" in Moscow. In the period of war against Japan, he spent
time at the military front lines in the Anhui and Jiangsu provinces but also went to places occupied by the
Japanese such as Wuhu. He painted several hundred works portraying war scenes, displayed in the
"Mak Fei Artistic Exhibition of the War" in fourteen places around Anhui, Jiangxi and Fujian provinces.

After the war, he toured Taiwan and, inspired by the beautiful scenes and landscapes, he was well
known for painting a lot of watercolors. He also produced many political works published in local
newspapers and magazines. Local authorities percieved his poignant cartoons as an offense. He had to flee
to Hong Kong where he served as a cartoon columnist for the Dagongbao (Dagong Daily) as well as
editor-in-chief of the bi-weekly artistic column of the Wenhuibao (Wenhui Daily). He became an
important artist in opposition to both the Chinese Nationalist Party and American imperialism.

When the Chinese Communist Party rose to power in 1949, the government invited him to return
to Mainland China. He went to the northwestern Autonomous Region at the invitation of Wang Zhen,
the man who would later become vice-chairman of the People's Republic of China. He was appointed as
first deputy director of the Artistic Press Association of the Xinjiang Military Region. During his stay in
Xinjiang, Mak Fei visited oilfields, farms, and painted numerous sketches. One spectacular piece of that
period is a scroll painting of the oil city of Klamayi entitled "The Reconstruction of Klamayi" which has
become part of the Chinese Military Museum collection.

In 1964, he was sentenced to labour reeducation and was then sent to the countryside for a period
of fifteen years. After his arrival in the United States, in 1980, Chinese authorities revisited his case and he
was declared officially rehabilitated. In the United States, he continued his work, dedicating most of his
time to the thorough study and interpretation of a specific theme of Chinese painting: the wash-drawing

of shrimps.
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Cartoons
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The Anti-Japanese War Period
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