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INTRODUCTION

He Pinzheng, Naxi nationality. born in the ancient city of Lijiang, Yunnan Province in 1955,

currently works in Lijiang Dongba Culture Research Institute, Yunnan Academy of Social Sciences,
has been studying Dongba culture for 25 year. He is a Chinese translator and annotator for the book
entitled Anthology of Naxi Dongba Classics Translated and Annotated in Chinese, and the author of
more than 30 academic papers. He published his prose collection The Happy Land of the God of
Another Kingdom and a picture album Naxi Nationality and Dongba Culture. He is also the author of
two books entitled Dongba Art in Yunnan and Appreciation of Classic Naxi Dongba Sayings.

In his spare time. he designs and creates works of folk art, and a lot of which have been
collected as art curiosities by collectors from home and abroad. In August, 2003, he was invited to

exhibit his works in Washington Universily as a visiting scholar.
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Part of Dongba scriptures are
coloured and more like pic-

lures.
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Anthology of Naxi Dongha
Classics Translated and Anno-
tated in Chinese has 100 vol-
umes. This book and those
ancient Dongba classies have
been put on the list of Memory
of the World by the UNESCO.
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The Entrance of a Naxi Village.
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At the foot of Mt Yulong, Naxi
people are chanting scriptures
to praise the nature gods on a
ceremony. This photo is taken

in 2000.
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Some Naxi villagers are chant-
ing Dongba scriptures in Muli
County in Sichuan Province.
This photo is taken in 1997, it
tells us the original writing

system is still in use.
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FOREWORD

By He Pinzheng, Lijiang Dongba Culture Research Institute

~
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FNE mht I have been studying Dongba culture for 25 years. Some who
e have read my books asked me for dictionaries of Dongba

2 pictograph. Although I introduced two kinds of dictionaries to
them, these books written by Fang Guoyu and Li Lincang, they
~are too profound for ordinary people. Actually, most readers
require one easy book to help them get some knowledge of

: - Dongba pictograph the only surviving ancient pictograph in the

~ world, which has been chosen as the Memory of the World by the

“Uniled Nations Educational, Scientifiic and Cultural Organization.

Some of my friends suggested me write popularized books on
local culture, for instance, a dictionary for common use. So. |

~ designed frequently —used characters with translation and

_ annotation. My friends all thought it a creation, and some even
- urged me to show the aesthetic value of Dongba pictographs. |
took their advice to write each character by using a bamboo pen
or wormwood pen.

I set three goals for this book: simple and clear, for learning
and appreciation, and easy to check. I hope I can reach these
goals and the users of this dictionary will kindly contribute

~ opinions and suggestions.
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NOTES

EDITORIAL NOTES

This dictionary has 1000 Dongba characters in common use, and
all placed in 24 categories.

Each character has its own entry, and written with a bamboo pen
or wormwood pen, two traditional writing tools.

In each entry, we put complicated character before its simplified or

variant form.

PHONETIC SYMBOLS

The international phonetic symbols are placed under Dongha

characters.

ANNOTATIONS

Each entry with translation in Chinese and English.

Annotation of each character will help users understand how Naxi
ancestors created their pictographs.

In entries, '

"complicated" means the complicated form of a charac—
ter, "simplified" means the simplified form of a character, and "

variant" means the variant form of a character.
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mw®

Xy a7
G ¥

Sy

muw*gv®
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x
sky
KB,

vault of heaven

PS5

sky shiver
LXKk .
depict shiver of the sky

W

lightning
LR N LR
lightning in the sky

18

thunder
IR fem, ik,

depict sound in sky with its pronunciation

BEA

thunderstroke
BEdi MR,

draw a figure died of thunder

BEH
lightning striking a tree
B R i 9

a tree struck by lightning
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o KX

blue sky
SRUE R, WIS R R R

depict sky with "green" below it,"green sky"means "blue

sky”

(PSS

sunny
R TR

the "sky" with the "sun" below it

FA X

cloudy day
VRPN

cloud overcasting the "sky"

A PFH

sun
AP NGRS S

shape of the sun with its rays

FA
bright
H H g

the sun and the moon shining at the same time

A=
solar halo
MW H |

the sun with mist around
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PH
sun light
H F oM 587 R, 80 KM E%” .

A borrowing from "foot" means "rays" of the sun.

H i

sun rise
H bk

the sun rising from the mountain

H%
sun set
H %% )5

the sun setting behind the mountain

fify K PR

sun bathe
22006 H g 2%

warm sb. under the sun

il

dry in the sun
LR fs Kb 2 s T

depict the sun, the earth and dust

A%
moon
2B NIEZIME.

shape the moon and moon light
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'® ) o EE
star
o O SR 2GR RS
K draw three stars

O WXREE

starry sky
SRZ AR |

depict stars allover the sky.

o ¥
light
BEEER.

shape of light of a star

o dt}E8
b RR

sar’ho® the shape of plow

o EBE
comet
iR KRR

draw a star with a long tail

O =
cloud
iz Z
shape of cloud




