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Preface

Located in a small lane named the Xiaoxingqiao Lane ( Little New Bridge Lane) in the northeastern part of Suzhou City, the Couple’s
Retreat Garden, even among other classical Suzhou gardens, is a place with special comfort and enjoyment as a world heritage site.

It is divided into three parts, with its East Garden and West Garden separated by the previous residential core in the middle. At the
center of the East Garden lies an ancient, large-scale yellow-stone rockery, regarded as a historic site from the Sheyuan Garden dated back
to between 1723 and 1735 in the Qing Dynasty.

Its garden buildings are embodied with distinctive characteristics; the overhanging eaves with elegant decorations and the corridor walls
with graceful lattice-framed windows. Coupled with the yellow-stone rockery in the East Garden, the rockery in the West Garden heaped
with stones from Taihu Lake sports its own style, so such purposeful designing in couple is totally fit with the implication of the name of
garden.

The Sun and Moon Tower in the East Garden is a place full of beautiful memories where a conference was held in 1983 between the
Society of Suzhou Gardens and the Society of Japanese Gardens, the first visit of the Society I arranged to China.

I believe, the essence of the photos I have taken during my innumerable visits here after that meeting is condensed in this photo

album.

Yoshikawa Isao
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East Garden
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round-shaped doorframe in the East Garden
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round-shaped doorframe and corridor
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decoration on the overhanging eave
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stalagmites and Taihu Lake stones
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osmanthus corridor, a corridor in the west of the East Garden stretching from north to south till the Kuixing Pavilion
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osmanthus corridor, different from the Yunlang Corridor in the east, specialized in its elegant lattice-framed windows in a row
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to the osmanthus corridor
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round-shaped lattice-framed window and its close-up feature
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corridor and lattice-framed windows
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autumn view through the lattice-framed window




