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@NGLAND AND THE ENGLISIL
BY A CNINESE.

[ The following Notes describe the impressions really made upon
a Chinese, of the literary class, during a brief visit to England in
1844-5. It will be obzerved that he came in contact with only the
upper classes of the people, and was treated by them with hospi-
tality and distinction: hence everything is painted en deau, and
Jolin Bull is sketched in his company.dress.  Still, it will not be
denled that this Celestial visitor saw more clearly, and deseribed
maore accurately, the surface of English soclety, than many tra-
vellers from neighbouring European countrics have done. OQur
author’s name is Woo-tan-zhin. In 1842, he made his nprpuran:e
in Chusan, having come from the inland—being
with the state of things in his owvn eoutry—laoﬂ'erh services to
the Britishasaspy. He failed in this application, but was received
into the house of the gentleman to whom we are indebted for the
Notes, as a teacher of Chi ; remained with him for eightesn
hs, during his resid in Tinghai and Ningpo; and in 1843
accompanied him, as his guide and fellow-traveller, from the latter
city to Canton, a distance through the interior of 1300 miles. After
the short visit to England, they returned to Shanghai, where our
author assisted his patron in the revision of the Chinese transia-
tion of the Seripturcs. He is now an assistant in the office of Her
Majesty’s China seeretary, Mr Medhurst, at Hoog Kong.

The Notes were originally written in Chinese verse, for the

perusal of the author's private friends, but have been recently
printed in his own country. The version here given is a prose
translation by his patron. It appeared some time ago in an
Anglo-Chinese journal, the Nortk China Herald ; but we are of the
opinion of the transiator, that it will not be found unamusing in
this country, accompanied by the above particulors furnished
by him.]
Ix the year 1844, I embarked on board a foreign ship,
and made sail for the far West, to ramble about in
England for a while. Altogether, I was nearly three
years absent from my native country.

If T were to attempt to note down everything

lamp can give. By it whole families enjoy light, and
thousands of houses are simultaneously illuminated.
In all the market-places and public thoroughfures, it
is as clear and bright at midnight as at noontide, and,
if I mistake not, as gay as our Feast of Lanterns, In
fact, a city that is so illuminated might well be called
‘a nightless city ;' for you may wander about it till
break of day without carrying a lantern, and, go where
you please, you meet with no interruption.

Cars of fire, urged on by steam, fly as swiftly as the
wind ; and on the rails of their railways, they have a
most ingenious method of turning these locomotives.

Steam-boats, which are in general very richly adorned,
pass through the water by means of paddle-wheels with
astonishing rapidity ; and upon the rivers, and in the
bays, beautiful steam-wherries are constantly run-
ning, which make it both easy and convenient for
passengers to cross.

I have seen n carriage that was so constructed as to
be worked by the person who was riding in it—just as
one would row a boat. It went admirably, and secmed
well fitted for land-travelling. The machines that are
used for dredging their canals and rivers must be of
immense service to inland pavigation. . . . .

The graves of the English people do not rise in
heights, nor are they planted about with trees, as
ours are.

The houses are as close together as the scales upon
the back of a fish. In front of them they plant trees,
or have flower-gardens. The houses rise several stories
high. The people generally live in the upper stories
and make constant use of staircases. Houses darting
up to the clouds, with whitewashed walls and glazed
doors and windows, look as if they were buildings set
with precious stones. Balustrades of metal twist and
twine around the windows and pillars.

Doors and windows are all furnished with panes of
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(Chamber’s Journal of Popular Literature, Science and Arts, No. 62, p.153, March 10, 1855)
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(Collected in the Archives of the Council for World Mission, South China Correspondence and
Reports, SOAS Library, University of London)
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