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| Part 1 Oral Practice |

Read the following dialogues and practice with your partner.

Dialogue 1 Meeting at the Airport

Guide: Excuse me,are you Mr. Li from London?

Mr. Li: Yes. Are you from the travel service?

Guide: Yes,Mr. Li,My name is Tan Xiao,your tour guide from Sunshine Travel
Service. Welcome to Beijing.

Mr. Li: Glad to meet you. Thank you for coming to meet me.

Guide: I'm always at your service,sir. By the way,did you have a pleasant trip?

Mr. Li: Not bad.

Guide: You must be exhausted after such a long journey. Shall we go to the hotel
right now? I've already made a reservation for you.

Mr. Li: Wonderful. I'm eager to take a shower as soon as possible.

Guide: Come this way,please. The car is waiting outside.

Mr. Li: Fine,let’s go.

Guide: Let me help you with your luggage.

Mr. Li: It’s very kind of you to do so.

Guide: It’s my pleasure.

Dialogue 2 At the Airport

C: Good morning, sir. I am the airport representative of ZGH Hotel. Are you

Brown family from Australia?

Unit 1 Ancient Capitals ———
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G: Ah. Yes. That’s right. We are just looking for the representative of ZGH.

C: At your service, Mr. Brown. My name is Black Wang. We are expecting you.
Welcome to Shenzhen.

G: Thank you.

C: Mr. Brown,may I help you with your hand luggage?
G: Oh,please do. I would appreciate that.
G

: Would you come this way,please? The car is waiting.

Useful Sentences

I'm the guide from China Tour Agency.
FoJ2: v B AR AT L ) 3 U

I'll be your guide during your stay in China.
fAe b B B Y e] TR — BRI

You must be exhausted after such a long journey.
AV G T T A, — R AR AR TR

Did you have a good trip?

ST 24 0 L) 1 2

We are looking forward to your coming.
FAIE My B A5 SO W

['ve got a wrong person.

FAEAT .

Shall we go to the hotel right now?
AT b L E g

I’ve already made a reservation for you.
HEZNEBIT T F5HE .

The car is waiting outside.

HF IEAES %

| Part I Speaking |

Make dialogues according to the situation and act them out. You may refer to the
expressions listed above.

Situation One: At the airport, Liu Yin,a guide from China International Travel
Service,is to meet a tour group from the United States headed by Mr. Brown. The
travel service has received notice beforehand about their arrival.

Situation Two: Miss Li is the airport representative of CIT Agency.and she is
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meeting a guide from Austria at the Tianhe Airport.

| Part IIl Reading |

Beijing is an ancient city with a long
history. Dating back to 3,000 years ago,
Beijing, which was called Ji at the moment,
was one of the states in Zhou dynasty®?.
During the Warring States Period (770—476
BC),Ji was conquered by the State of Yan
and then the capital of Yan was moved to

Ji. From then on, ji was the capital of the

state of Yan and called Yanjing until Yan
was conquered by the more powerful state of Qin in 226 BC. From then on,Beijing was
an important prefecture in northern China.

In 938.Beijing was declared the capital of the Liao Dynasty. About one hundred
years later,Jin Dynasty conquered Liao and in 1153 it changed its capital to Beijing
under the name of Central Capital® of Jin. The Mongols seized the Central Capital of
Jin in 1215. From 1264 Beijing served as the capital of a united China under Kublai
Khan®. In 1267 he ordered the construction of his new capital at that site, which is
now the modern city of Beijing. Four years later, he took over the throne in the new
city and founded Dynasty Yuan. The city had been called Central Capital during the
Jin Dynasty,and in 1272 it came to be known as Great Capital® .

After the fall of the Yuan Dynasty,the capital was initially moved to Nanjing in
Ming Dynasty. However, in 1403 the 3rd Ming emperor, Zhu Di, also known as
Emperor Yongle. moved it back to Beijing and gave the city its present name. The
Ming period was Beijing’s golden era.In 1644, the Manchus overthrew the Ming
Dynasty and established China’s last royal court—Qing Dynasty. In spite of the
changing political climate, Beijing remained the capital. The Manchu imperial family
moved into the Forbidden City® and remained there until 1911.

The long history leaves Beijing precious cultural treasure. The Great Wall was
built by the first emperor Qin Shi Huang (reigned 221—210 BC) of the Qin Dynasty.
This immense wall was built to keep out invaders. Most of the sections of the Great

Wall in Beijing are well-preserved and mainly the relics dating from the Ming Dynasty.
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Regarded as the largest imperial garden in China.Beijing’s Summer Palace” is a park-
styled royal retreat. The Forbidden City is the largest royal palace in the world. It was
burned down, rebuilt and renovated for times,so most of the architecture seen today
dates back to the 18th century in the Qing Dynasty. Tiantan works as sacrificial
compound buildings for the Ming and Qing emperors and it is where the emperors used
to feast their ancestors. ” The Thirteen Tombs are the burial areas of the emperors of
the Ming Dynasty. At present there are only three tombs which have been dug and
open to the public: Dingling Tomb,Changling Tomb and Zhaoling Tomb” . However,
the best representatives for Beijing are the vanishing Hutongs and quadrangles. Through

hundreds of years,they have become the symbols of Beijing. (479 words)

conquer ['kopke (r) ] vt . % L TE IR
prefecture ['pri:fektjua] n . HL TR AT B BRI
throne [oroun] n. g, T

Manchu ['mantfu:] ‘ n. A & adj. WM
overthrow [suva'0rau vt T3, #E B
well-preserved ['welpri'zo:vd ] adj R FEBRER
retreat [ri'trizt] n. BRJE AL s # FE b
architecture [takitekt[a] n. B B AAR
sacrificial [saekra'fif(a)1] adj . FH T HREEHY
vanish ['vaenif] vi JHKRRAN
quadrangle ['kwadrapg(a)1] n. A B

“Notes

(@D Dating back to 3,000 years ago,Beijing,which was called Ji at the moment,was
one of the states in Zhou dynasty. 3000 Z4Eq7, b 5 FR AN &) . 2 AN — 4 EHEH.

@ Central Capital: 1 #B

@ Kublai Khan: Z2F1, JTH] Q) #

@ Great Capital : K#S

©® Forbidden City : %5k

® Summer Palace : i £ [l

@ Tiantan works as sacrificial compound buildings for the Ming and Qing
emperors and it is where the emperors used to fete their ancestors. K Iz 2 B 48 Fl i 1€
EWATRIEN—FE SN, ENERSEMITAHE %,

Dingling Tomb,Changling Tomb and Zhaoling Tomb: 52 & . 1< B #183 b
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< Comprehension Check

Mark the following statements with “T” (true) or “F” (false) according to the passage.

(1) Beijing,which was called Ji,was one of the states in Zhou Dynasty.

(2) In 1215 the Mongols seized the Central Capital of Jin and Yuan Dynasty was
founded.

(3) Beijing was the capital of Ming Dynasty at the beginning.

(4) Qin Shi Huang built the Great Wall, and most of the sections of the Great
Wall in Beijing are well-preserved and mainly the relics dating from the Ming
Dynasty.

(5) Most of the Forbidden City you can see today dates back to the 15th century
in the Ming Dynasty.

(6) 13 Tombs of the Ming Dynasty were dug and open to the public.

(7) Hutongs and quadrangles are two typical symbols of Beijing.
Text B Xi'an

Xi’an is Called Chang’an in ancient
times. Xi'an is one of the birthplaces of the
ancient civilization. During Xi’an’s more
than 3, 000-year development, 13 dynasties
such as Western Zhou, Qin, Western Han
and Tang placed their capitals here.

As early as 11" century BC, Xi'an

became a cultural and political centre of
China with the founding of the Zhou Dynasty.
During the Warring States Period, China was unified under the Qin Dynasty for the

first time. Its capital was located at Xianyang. northwest of modern Xi’an. Qin Shi

Huang, the first emperor of China, commanded the construction of the Terracotta

Army? and his mausoleum to the east of Xi'an almost immediately after he took over

the throne.In 202 BC,the founding emperor Liu Bang of the Han Dynasty established

his capital in Chang’an County. In the year of 190.Dong Zhuo,a powerful warlord,

moved the court from Luoyang to Chang’an to avoid a coalition of other powerful

warlords against him® . Following several hundred years of riot,the Sui Dynasty united

China again in 582. The emperor of Sui ordered a new capital to be built southeast of

the Han capital,called Daxing® (great prosperity). In the Tang Dynasty.the city was

renamed Chang’an. Chang’an was destroyed at the end of the Tang Dynasty in 904. -
Residents were forced to move to the new capital city in Luoyang.
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The cultural and historical significance of the area,as well as the abundant relics
and sites, help Xi’an enjoy the title of “Natural History Museum”. The Museum of
Terra Cotta Warriors and Horses is praised as “the eighth major miracle of the
world”,Mausoleum of Emperor Qin Shi Huang is listed on the World Heritage List.
Xi’an was the starting point of the famous Silk Road during the Han Dynasty. As the
symbol of Xi’an, The Big Wild Goose Pagoda and the Small Wild Goose Pagoda®,
located in the southern suburb of Xi’an City,are well-preserved ancient buildings and
holy places for Buddhists. Around Xi'an, Famen Temple® was established in the
Eastern Han Dynasty (25—220) for spreading Buddhism. The most representative
structures in the temple are the Famen Temple Pagoda and Famen Temple Museum.
Huaqing Hot Springs® ,also known as Huaqing Palace.is a well-known historic site. As
a matter of fact,the site had been as an imperial palace for emperors’ short stays away
from the capital for more than 3,000 years. It gets its fame for being the place where
the romantic story of Emperor Tangxuanzong of Tang Dynasty and his beloved Yang
Guifei (or Concubine Yang) took place. The natural landscape around Xi'an is also
marvelous. Mtv. Hua® ,one of the five best-known mountains in China,is famous for its

breath-taking cliffs,narrow passages and grand sceneries. (466 words)

ow Words and Expressions

mausoleum [ mosa'liam | n.BEE

coalition [koaua'lif(a)n ] n. B4 A B

abundant [a'bandant] adj . KE/H, 72K
pagoda [ pa'gouda] n. B, EiE

Buddhist [ 'budist | adj Ah#H) & n. h#GE
Buddhism ['budiz(a)m] n. B

concubine ['kopkjubain ] n.3 00+

cliff [klif | n.Bk I EE

“ Notes

D Terracotta Army: I D

@ In the year of 190, Dong Zhuo, a powerful warlord, moved the court from
Luoyang to Chang’an to avoid a coalition of other powerful warlords against him. /37T
190 4F , 5 Jy 5 K (i 6L , O 1 38 S HC At ORI S Tl R RSO IE I = K % .

@ Daxing: K%

@ the Big Wild Goose Pagoda and the Small Wild Goose Pagoda: KM Fil/\ 3

(® Famen Temple: B[]

Huaqing Hot Springs: £ ith

@ Mt. Hua. %10



Unit 1  Ancient Capitals 007

.Comprehension Check

Fill in the blanks with correct words.

(1) Xi’an’s more than 3, 000-year development, dynasties such as
s , , placed their capitals here.
(2) Qin Shi Huang commanded the construction of and his

to the east of Xi’an almost immediately after he took over the throne.

(3) »a powerful warlord, moved the court from to to

avoid a coalition of other powerful warlords against him.

(4) The cultural and historical significance of the area,as well as the abundant

relics and sites, help Xi’an enjoy the title of * "
(5) Xi’an was the starting point of the famous during the
(6) Famen Temple was established in the Eastern Han Dynasty for

(7) Huaqing Hot Springs gets its fame for being the.placc where the

of of Tang Dynasty and his beloved
(8) Mt. Hua,one of the best-known mountains in China,is famous for
its breath-taking s NAarrow and grand

Text C  Luoyang

Located in the west of Henan Province
in central China, Luoyang occupies quite an
important geographic location. The origin of
the name “Luoyang” is the city’s location to
the north side (“yang”) of the Luo River”.
The river flows from west to east,and the
sun is on south of the river.so that the sun

shine is always on north side of the river.

It is a historic city with more than three
thousand years history. Luoyang was
selected as the capital city by 13 dynasties such as Xia Dynasty. Han Dynasty, Sui
Dynasty and Tang Dynasty. The most prosperous period of Luoyang was in the Sui and
Tang Dynasties with a population of more than one million. It had wide political,
economic,cultural exchanges with countries of Europe, North Africa and Asia. The
long history endows the city with a protound culture. The city is the cradle of Chinese
civilization from which many Chinese legends originated, such as Nvwa Patching the
Sky and Dayu Controlling Flood” . The city is also famed as the “Poets Capital” as

poets and literates of ancient times often gathered there and left grand works,including



