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B, BT —E I R A, RATHR T BT 264 AL B IE 3

ST FBOGE X EMBER G, —EBUAR RN Z S MH RN ERARE . W, X" %" %, 583
o Y B S, FRAV L 20K At 7] 43 51 388 A8 0 R 3K O “ revitalization” 5% rejuvenation” 1 “ reunification” , - 40 >k
AT CEEAE” R O RIEETSFHE, EREEN L ABEREREE, ARERE U EES MR
ik, MR ERENAEE HOEEE. AXNEX LR, Bub#iF, RHAARE - L, ¥R ARERFEE M

O Z , RN AR S ik — L BN RS R, i B B i) U AR (AR B (85RITR) %, "

HMEBBUAEN D2 XA RBIEIUERMET.

393




@ b

7 0 e et R e

£ = 1= adt

B Z,TEM -8 BHF53HFXMERR BLFOCHE T @M. BiEaT)RERAE A B 07 VORIl 7 —
MEE AL EEEAERBNES TREFRS —MESRENFER. ETH, @EFE NP EEHRERE .
BHHRNGEERETER RTEL TR, FENFECHNEE BfRXRIE. BEENEXHEE 8
RAEH BB EBMERAITE. MREX T HHRME, FIORE5FCE A, BB REME] 8% T H
Xo

B M CRR T K F RSO T LB SORMEEN . Rk, 2R Es EFaME T XA
R, AR S ZEEBEARE . REGFNME PSRBT Y, AR, R, RSB S a2
[BIFFRE B 28, A — R 3CR o X FRRFER B, BOR IO ) Ak 4G 2, i) Ry, 398 th B dbid . 76 TEM -8 §f
BERE  EFEINDORET BREANER . FCFBEAIE , AMUEREFICH SRR , 1 it 2R I

.
1E

SEm B 22 EEAEE S WA A\ R LR (TEM -8) AT HZ —, BEHSME 5 55089 20% , %5 i 8]
60 24 . %I HEREEEAE RS EARERRS H 300 FAARICE. CEAREDIWAFEE . FHEST T .
HiHE BRERE A TER GEE AR EEXERER.
BREF—RXE, ZEMZEEUTILA:
'Y

ESEZSRPESHAABEZR, SREOMEFE—PREE, Frige, i [iss F8H &
K BRER, ERMTSEE K S X, THREHZR, AHE S FRIKS (FER KRR RS RAERST TR,

Aok TEM -8 SHETH MR A FHR G XMFERE, %I H AL ES (R 7 b8 SEE
R) BB NERNRR , ATHR— B, B, FRBR R E AR LR K — R, i 2 Z R . R
A, FAEARRERAREERN, A2EHEER.

LA TEM -8—1997 WG D B Afl, ZAEAIPREE SOWING THE SEEDS, NURTURING GROWTH AND HEAR-
VESTING THE REWARDS, MR #E G H 6938, MAES S ZRE X REERMAK. HE, -BR
{TIAE R R 5 T D 1R 5 O R A0 B AR AR , XL 9 5 SCmR 7R 1509 AT - 2 BEOR S FAR AT 2 (B i R
HABRAG K oElk BB S . IR , S RATE BN 2R (B) ANALOGY ) th B/R7EX #84r P i) . 2 FXHE S
B FFHESR A ZOR , W BRAE AR T T B — BSCF A

B S, RS St A A T AR R & X, TREEER, A s BN s AR
%o

R, ERFSERETRNEZA, FEARNEFELSHERHFRZ —. HARKRALIT LA 1) FRAE
TEM -8 BAERBH R AL, A RBEEI T E FEE. IR ISBEXTEART LHIERE. 2) SRR
AR — AR, RS FRERMRRES . REESERFERASRNEREX. 3) 285 ERES

B FAERIIR . XB5 RSB SSMRAL KA.

(Y - EEGTTETI G
R EIECREEA M EFMEA. % TEM -8 SHETH TS, X £ B KRR M AR o B

| RSEESR, R A =AM, B 545 A ZA0iE S (THESIS STATEMENT) . i€ 45 900

HE, B REXH TR, XTI EREE IS AERE R (. CAUSE AND EFFECT, COMPARI-

" | SON AND CONTRAST, %% ) it iR Rt A6 Ao IR BB MBI 4640 718 R AW & FB 8. B3

G, MR R FEETEPIUE SO FFES RO RIFIIE . 454 ™8 i 1F SCR] o iR 2 K 43 B 191 3o
AT EERSIEE R SRS AR A —FERSE . FriBRRSHENRERN G TRESBZ EEZHRE
XEFEE M ENKRR EMNRERLBBLR, RERARKE RERLLBD KR, HHERERE TXEE
3, B —MNEREER AR R REEBRMR. Mo, (ECR A Z 8, S0P WA i R RSP, 0 2 (8 i i
EEAR G . BB HEXNSGE. —REBRNERBHEXERT—IMFNGSR. —Bok, SRS
BB RLN AT E AR RS . B, XEA R SEEHM RS LN —HEME . SRB SRSk

| XM, RS B R, R TR M SR S

@ Bl EEruntaemt |
fE M BN AL AU SR A S . TEM - 8 fE BRI S 0 B, BB AR AR, MR

| AR, AR Y EEERER R R W B ERATE R

63

B2, Ak RS VET B RO 2EAE TEVESCRY S8 — 1 G B ANE S O 0 T 40 3k A7 7 — 2 ) 8. HE
ERFEELUTILE: .

DEXCHIESRBE . XEBERIABARBERES B rPEBEN S, MEADENE. ST5EEE
XXM RME . ingeELL IN SUPPORT OF DORMITORY POLICIES 58 (4 SCHh , — 2624 R R FFI TR
i 5 B BB, RS2 T - g E ENFLSIFE — AR, Bl TRIEAR, eSS K ig—a
FEEHERERRE,

2) ESCEE AR ™, BRI A £ h), HAPRBE X R AR . XN AREEXPHE —EM T, A1

Ry

FALEE F BA B A, R —ENEBERS  MEEIt ARG H 4, HIHCE B AR

DX RA—H, EXFLSERBANEHER L RAMFE.

4) f 3 = 3% B ¥ (COHERENCE) , 7EXT FIAE 3% A M SCRO MR AT R L T LA B «

A, ERESCR R E, TR ;

B. 23 o TR 1 RO SEAKAE TF 4R A M 5

C. 2= A9ME ST & PR LAY A T47 B0 735

D. 2H9E3CHH X RIARIIR] S/ LI Hh B B T4 B M S

DA BEBART B 6 T TEM — 8 5 /00 A0TSR , T34 B 0B o A B 2 A A5 30 v B e g — S5 48 A 3
VRO, ZEZ8o B, RATTRE T R SRR R B o

1 B VR B3 7 B RS A M R , — 25— NER , $LITH AT 3 A DI VIG5 .

2 3k TEM -8 B VR0 B i &, B4R s 2 B0 2% (kB BR O 6 11 B B I3 B 8 A I 45 Bt B K B M Tk 1y
B RRE X A EARE /. AN, BIREIES KT, F 20 & FER 49, I LOGICAL , GRAMMATICAL
SEMANTIC CONNECTORS , i 3 S BA BT , 38 S 5], BIRE 7543 , 35 5 194k, BOE A B S R

e ®

SANERREmEs T |

[a]

2 3



WEDRIEN ST |

_J

Two u‘t%“ﬂﬁ

2002 £

RESL/\RERAELRRS
A —
Part | BT RO L

In Sections A, B and C you will hear everything ONCE ONLY. Listen carefully and then answer the questions that follow.
Mark the correct answer to each question on your Coloured Answer Sheet.

(95 min)

S SECTION A TALK
Questions | to 5 refer to the talk in this section . At the end of the talk you will be given 15 seconds to answer each
of the following five questions. Now listen to the talk.
1. According to the passage, during the 18th and 19th centuries cities were small in size mainly because
A. the urban population was stable
B. few people lived in cities
C. transport was backward
D. it was originally planned
2. Cities survived in those days largely as a result of
A. the trade activities they undertook
B. the agricultural activities in the nearby areas
C. their relatively small size
D. the non - economic roles they played
3. City dwellers were engaged in all the following economic activities EXCEPT
A. commerce B. distribution C. processing D.
4. Urban people left cities for the following reasons EXCEPT
A. more economic opportunities B. a freer social and political environment
C. more educational opportunities D. a more relaxed religious environment_
5. Why did the early cities fail to grow as quickly as expected throughout the 18th century?
A. Because the countryside attracted more people. B. Because cities did not increase in number.
C. Because the functions of the cities changed. D. Because the number of city people was stable.

transportation

S SECTION B INTERVIEW
Questions 6 to 10 are based on an interview . At the end of the interview you will be given 15 seconds to answer
each of the following five questions. Now listen to the interview.
6. According to Janet, the factor that would most affect negotiations is

A. English language proficiency B. different cullural practices

C. different negotiation tasks D. the international Americanized style
7. Janet’s attitude towards the Americanized style as a model for business negotiations is

A. supportive B. negative C. ambiguous D. cautious
8. Which of the following can NOT be seen as a difference between Brazilian and American negotiators?

A. Americans prepare more points before negotiations.

B. Americans are more straightfoiward during negotiations.

C. Brazilians prefer more eye contact during negotiations.

D. Brazilians seek more background information.

| 9. Which group of people seems to be the most straightforward?

=
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A. The British. B. Germans. C. Americans.
10. Which of the following is NOT characteristic of Japanese negotiators?
A. Reserved. B. Prejudiced. C. Polite.

D. Not mentioned.

D. Prudent.

N2

7= SECTION C NEWS BROADCAST

Question 11 is based on the following news. At the end of the news item, you will be given 15 seconds to answer
the question. Now listen to the news.
11. The news item is mainly about .

A. a call for research papers to be read at the conference

B. an international conference on traditional Tibetan medicine

C. the number of participants at the conference and their nationalities

D. the preparations made by the sponsors for the international conference

Questions 12 and 13 are based on the following news. At the end of the news item, you will be given 30 seconds to
answer the questions. Now listen to the news.
12. The news item mainly concerns in Hong Kong.
A. Internet centres B. an IBM seminar
C. e — government D. broadcasting
13. The aims of the three policy objectives include all the following EXCEPT
A. improvement of government efficiency B. promotion of e — commerce
C. integration of service delivery D. formulation of Digital 21 Strategy

Questions 14 and 15 are based on the following news . At the end of the news item , you will be givet 30 seconds to
answer the questions. Now listen to the news.
14. Which of the following records was the second best time of the year by Donovan Bailey?
A.9.98. B.9.80. €.9.91, D.9.95.
15. The record shows that Bailey was

A. still suffering from an injury *B. getting back in shape
C. unable to compete with Greene D. less confident than before
> SECTION D NOTE - TAKING AND GAP - FILLING
3 Fill in each of the gaps with ONE word. You may refer to your notes. Make sure the word you fill in is both
grammatically and semantically acceptable.
Study Activities in University
In order to help college and university students in the process of learning, four key study activities have been designed
and used to encourage them to make knowledge their own.
1. Essay writing: central focus of university work esp. in the humanities,
e.g (1) ” —
benefits; 1) helping to select interesting content in books and to express un-
derstanding.
2 ) enabling teachers to know progress and to offer(2) ’ 2.

3) familiarizing students with exam forms.

2. Seminars and classroom discussion; another form to internalize knowledge in
specialized contexts.
benefits; 1) (3) enables you to know the effectiveness of and 3.

others’ response to your speech immediately.
2) Within the same period of time, more topics can be
dealt with than in(4) 4,
3) The use of a broader range ange of knowledge is encouraged.,
3. Individual tutorials: a substitute for group discussion.
format: from teacher (5) to flexible conversation. 3
benefit; encouraging ideas and interaction.

4. Lectures; a most (6) . used study activity. 6.
disadvantages: 1 ) less (7) than discussions or tutorials. 7
2) more demanding in note — taking.

1) providing a general (8) of a subject under discus- 8.

sion.

2) offering more easily understood versions of a theory.

3) updating students on (9) _ developments. 9.

advantages :

-
.
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4) allowing students to follow different (10) g 10.

m Proofreading and Error Correction (15 min)

The following passage contains TEN errors. Each line contains a maximum of ONE error. In each case, only ONE word
is involved. You should proofread the passage and correct it in the following way.
For a wrong word, underline the wrong word and write the correct one in the blank provided at the end of the
line.
mark the position of the missing word with a “ A ” sign and write the word you believe to
be missing in the blank provided at the end of the line.
cross out the unnecessary word with a slash “/’ and put the word in the blank provided at
the end of the line.

For a missing word,

For an unnecessary word

g T o TG, T TG o T T o 0 g T O o 0, L VO O T O, O B o B S B,

o

S O T, O o O B N T T o TG, O o O O O o O, = 3
{ xal F £ i wigh e L
:,Wﬁén/\mmmmm“eyahibn; (1) an : 1 l:

it nefer buys things in finished form and hangs (2) never : % '
| them on the: When a istory museum : ’y
i‘\wman idn, it must [it™ (3) exhibit € ,(;

T
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There are great impediments to the general use of a standard
in pronunciation comparable 1o that existing in spelling
(orthography). One is the fact that pronunciation is learnt
‘naturally’ and unconsciously, and orthography is learnt
deliberately and consciously. Large numbers of us, in fact,

# 1‘

remain throughout our lives quite unconscious with what our 2.
speech sounds like when we speak out, and it often comes as a 3.
shock when we firstly hear a recording of ourselves. It is not a 4.
voice we recognize at once, whereas our own handwriting is

something which we almost always know. We begin the : S
‘natural’ learning of pronunciation long before we start learning

to read or write, and in our early years we went on unconsciously 6.
imitating and practicing the pronunciation of those around us for

many more hours per every day than we ever have to spend 7
learning even our difficult English spelling.- This is * natural’ , 8.

therefore, that our speech — sounds should be those of our

immediate circle; after all, as we have seen, speech operafes as a

means of holding a community and giving a sense of 9.
" belonging’ . We learn quite early to recognize a ’stranger’ ,

someone who speaks with an accent of a different community —

perhaps only a few miles far. 10.

Reading Comprehension (40 min)

SECTION A READING COMPREHENSION (30 min)
In this section there are four reading passages followed by a total of fifteen multiple — choice questions. Read the passages
and then mark your answers on your Coloured Answer Sheet.

TEXTA |
" Do you ever feel as though you spend all your time in meetings?

Henry Mintzberg, in his book The Nature of Managerial Work, found that in large organizations managers spent 22 per
cent of their time at their desk, 6 per cent on the telephone, 3 per cent on other activities, but a whopping 69 per cent in
meetings. '

There is a widely — held but mistaken belief that meetings are for “solving problems” and “making decisions. ” For a
start, the number of people attending a meeting tends to be inversely proportional to their collective ability to reach conclu-
sions and make decisions. And these are the least important elements.

Instead hours are devoted to side issues, playing elaborate games with one another. It seems, therefore, that meetings

| serve some purpose other than just making decisions.

All meetings have one thing in common: role — playing. The most formal role is that of chairman. He sets the agenda,

053

and a good chairman will keep the meeting running on time and to the point. Sadly, the other, informal role — players are
often able to gain the upper hand. Chief is the “constant talker” , who just loves to hear his or her own voice.

Then there are the “can’t do” types who want to maintain the status quo. Since they have often been in the organiza-
tion for a long time, they frequently quote historical experience as an excuse to block change: “It won’ t work, we tried that
last year and it was a disaster. ” A more subtle version of the “can’t do” type, the “yes, but-:- " has emerged recently.
They have learnt about the need to sound positive, but they still can’t bear to have things change.

Another whole sub — set of characters are people who love meetings and want them to continue until 5:30 pm or beyond. Ir-
relevant issues are their specialty. They need to call or attend meetings, either to avoid work, or to justify their lack of per-
formance, or simply because they do not have enough to do.

Then there are the “counter — dependents” , those who usually disagree with everything that is said, particularly if it
comes from the chairman or through consensus from the group. These people need to fight authority in whatever form.

Meetings can also provide attenders with a sense of identification of their status and power. In this ease, managers ar-
range meetings as a means of communicating to others the boundaries of their exclusive club; who is “in” , and who is not.

Because so many meetings end in confusion and without a decision, another game is played at the end of meetings,
called reaching a false consensus. Since it is important for the chairman to appear successful in problem — solving and mak-
ing a decision, the group reaches a false consensus. Everyone is happy, having spent their time productively. The reality is
that the decision is so ambiguous that it is never acted upon, or, if it is, there is continuing conflict, for which another
meeting is 2

In the end, nieetings provide the opportunity for social intercourse, to engage in battle in front of our bosses, to avoid
unpleasant or unsatisfying work, to highlight our social status and identity. They are, in fact, a necessary though not neces-
sarily productive psychological sideshow. Perhaps it is our civilized way to moderating, if not preventing, change.

16. On role — playing, the passage seems to indicate that chairman :

A. talks as much as participants B. is usually a “constant talker”

C. prefers to take the role of an observer D. is frequently outshone by participants
17. Which of the following is NOT a distinct characteristic of the three types of participants?

A. Submissiveness. B. Stubbornness.

C. Disobedience. D. Lack of focus.

18. The passage suggests that a false consensus was reached at the end of a meeting in order to

A. make room for another meeting B. bring an illusory sense of achievement

C. highlight the importance of a meeting D. go ahead with the agreed programme

Cooperative competition. Competitive cooperation. Confused? Airline alliances have travellers scratching their heads o-
ver what’ s going on in the skies. Some folks view alliances as a blessing to travellers, offering seamless travel, reduced
fares and enhanced frequent — flyer benefits. Others see a conspiracy of big businesses, causing decreased competition, in-
creased fares and fewer choices. Whatever your opinion, there’s no escaping airline alliances: the marketing hype is unre-
lenting, with each of the two mega — groupings, Oneworld and Star Alliance, promoting itself as the best choice for all
travellers. And, even if you turn away from their ads, chances are they will figure in any of your travel plans. By the end
of the year, Oneworld and Star Alliance will between them control more than 40% of the traffic in the sky. Some pundits
predict that figure will be more like 75% in 10 years.

But why, after years of often ferocious competition, have airlines decided to band together? Let’ s just say the timing is
mutually convenient. North American airlines, having exhausted all means of earning customer loyalty at home, have been
looking for ways to reach out to foreign flyers. Asian carders are still hurting from the region — wide economic downturn that
began two years ago——just when some of the airlines were taking delivery of new aircraft. Alliances also allow carriers to
cut costs and increase profits by pooling manpower resources on the ground (rather than each airline maintaining its own
ground crew) and code — sharing——the practice of two partners selling tickets and operating only one aircraft.

So alliances are terrific for airlines — but are they good for the passenger? Absolutely, say the airlines: think of the
lounges, the joint FFP (frequent flyer programme) benefits, the round — the — world fares, and the global service networks.
Then there’ s the promise of “seamless” travel : the ability to, say, travel from Singapore to Rome to New York to Rio de
Janiero, all on one ticket, without having to wait hours for connections or worry about your bags. Sounds utopian? Peter
Buecking, Cathay Pacific’ s director of sales and marketing, thinks that seamless travel is still evolving. “It’s fair to say
that these links are only in their infancy. The key to seamlessness rests in infrastructure and information sharing. We’ re
working on this. ” Henry Ma, spokesperson for Star Alliance in Hong Kong, lists some of the other benefits for consumers
“Global travellers have an easier time making connections and planning their itineraries. ” Ma claims alliances also assure
passengers consistent service standards.

Critics of alliances say the much — touted benefits to the consumer are mostly pie in the sky, that alliances are all about
reducing costs for the airlines, rationalizing services and running joint marketing programmes. Jeff Blyskal, associate editor
‘of Consumer Reports magazine, says the promotional ballyhoo over alliances is much ado about nothing. “I don’t see much
of a gain for consumers; alliances are just a marketing gimmick. And as far as seamless travel goes, I’ Il believe it when I
see it. Most airlines can’t e.yen get their own connections under control, let alone coordinate with another airline. ”
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Blyskal believes alliances will ultimately result in decreased flight choices and increased costs for consumers. Instead
of two airlines competing and each operating a flight on the same route at 70% capacity, the allied pair will share the route
and run one full flight. Since fewer seats will be available, passengers will be obliged to pay more for tickets.

The truth about alliances and their merits probably lies somewhere between the travel utopia presented by the players
and the evil empires portrayed by their critics. And how much they affect you depends on what kind of traveller you are.

Those who’ ve already made the elite grade in the FFP of a major airline stand to benefit the most when it joins an alli-
ance; then they enjoy the FFP perks and advantages on any and all of the member carriers. For example, if you’ re a Marco
Polo Club “gold” member of Cathay Pacific’ s Asia Miles FFP, you will automatically be treated as a valuable customer by
all members of Oneworld, of which Cathay Pacific is a member—even if you’ ve never flown with them before,

For those who haven’t made the top grade in any FFP, alliances might be a way of simplifying the eamning of frequent
flyer miles. For example, I belong to United Airline’ s Mileage Plus and generally fly less than 25, 000 miles a year. But
I earn miles with every flight I take on Star Alliance member — All Nippon Airways and Thai Airways.

If you fly less than I do, you might be smarter to stay out of the FFP game altogether. Hunt for bargains when booking
flights and you might be able to save enough to take that extra trip anyway. The only real benefit infrequent flyers can draw
from an alliance is an inexpensive round — the — world fare.

The bottom line: for all the marketing hype, alliances aren’t all things to all people — but everybody can get some ben-
efit out of them.

19. Which is the best word to describe air travellers’ reaction to airline alliances?

A. Delight. B. Indifference. C. Objection.

20. According to the passage, setting up airline alliances will chiefly benefit 4

A. North American airlines and their domestic travellers

B. North American airlines and their foreign counterparts

C. Asian airlines and their foreign travellers

D. Asian airlines and their domestic travellers
21. Which of the following is NOT a perceived advantage of alliances?

A. Baggage allowance. B. Passenger comfort.

C. Convenience. D. Quality.

22. One disadvantage of alliances foreseen by the critics is that air travel may be mere expensive as a result of

A. less convenience B. higher operation costs

C. less competition D. more joint marketing
23. According to the passage, which of the following categories of travellers will gain most from airline alliances?

A. Travellers who fly frequently economy class. B. Travellers who fly frequently business class.

C. Travellers who fly occasionally during holidays.  D. Travellers who fly economy class once in a while.

D. Puzzlement

R N

It is nothing new that English use is on the rise around the world, especially in business circles. This also happens in
France, the headquarters of the global battle against American cultural hegemony. If French guys are giving in to English,
something really big must be going on. And something big is going on.

Partly, it’ s that American hegemony. Didier Benchimol, CEO of a French e — commerce software company, feels
compelled to speak English perfectly because the Internet software business is dominated by Americans. He and other
French businessmen also have to speak English because they want to get their message out to American investors, posses-
sors of the world’ s deepest pockets. T

The triumph of English in France and elsewhere in Europe, however, may rest on something more enduring. As they
become entwined with each other politically and economically, Europeans need a way to talk to one another and to the rest
of the world. And for a number of reasons, they’ ve decided upon English as their common tongue.

So when German chemical and pharmaceutical company Hoechst merged with French competitor Rhone Poulenc last
year, the companies chose the vaguely Latinate Aventis as the new company name—and settled on English as the company’
s common language. When monetary policymakers from around Europe began meeting at the European Central Bank in
Frankfurt last year to set interest rates for the new Euroland, they held their deliberations in English. Even the European
Commission, with 11 official languages and a traditionally French — speaking bureaucracy, effectively switched over to Eng-
lish as its working language last year.

How did this happen? One school attributes English’ s great success to the sheer weight of its merit. It’s a Germanic
language, brought to Britain around the fifth century A. D. During the four centuries of French — speaking rule that fol-
lowed Norman Conquest of 1066, the language morphed into something else entirely. French words were added wholesale,
and most of the complications of Germanic grammar were shed while few of the complications of French were added. The re-
sult is a language with a huge vocabulary and a simple grammar that can express most things more efficiently than either of
its parents. What’s more, English has remained ungoverned and open to change—foreign words, coinages, and grammati-
cal shifts—in a way that French, ruled by the purist Academic Francaise, has not.

So it’ s a swell language, especially for business. But the rise of English over the past few centuries clearly owes at
least as much to history and economics as to the language’ s ability to economically express the concept win — win. What
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happened is that the competition— first Latin, then French, then, briefly, German—faded with the waning of the political,
economic, and military fortunes of, respectively, the Catholic Church, France, and Germany. All along, English was in-
creasing in importance: Britain was the birthplace of the Industrial Revolution, and London the world’ s most important fi-
nancial centre, which made English a key language for business. England’ s colonies around the world also made it the lan-
guage with the most global reach. And as that former colony the U. S. rose to the status of the world’ s preeminent politi-
cal, economic, military, and cultural power, English became the obvious second language to leamn.

In the 1990s more and more Europeans found themselves forced to use English. The last generation of business and
government leaders who hadn’t studied English in school was leaving the stage. The European Community was adding new
members and evolving from a paper — shuffling club into a serious regional government that would need a single common lan-
guage if it were ever to get anything done. Meanwhile, economic barriers between European nations have been disappea-
ring, meaning that more and more companies are beginning to look at the whole continent as their domestic market. And
then the Internet came along.

The Net had two big impacts. One was that it was an exciting, potentially lucrative new industry that had its roots in
the U. S. , so if you wanted to get in on it, you had to speak some English. The other was that by surfing the Web, Europe-
ans who had previously encountered English only in school and in pop songs were now coming into contact with it daily.

None of this means English has taken over European life. According to the European Union, 47% of Western Europe-
ans (including the British and Irish) speak English well enough to carry on a conversation. That's a lot more than those
who can speak German (32% ) or French (28% ), but it still means more Europeans don’ t speak the language. If you
want to sell shampoo or cell phones, you have to do it in French or German or Spanish or Greek. Even the U. S. and
British media companies that stand to benefit most from the spread of English have been hedging their bets—CNN broad-
casts in Spanish; the Financial Times has recently launched a daily German - language edition.

But just look at who speaks English: 77% of Western European college students, 69% of managers, and 65% of
those aged 15 to 24. In the secondary schools of the European Union’ s non — English — speaking countries, 91 % of
students study English, all of which means that the transition to English as the language of European business hasn’ t been
all that traumatic, and it’ s only going to get easier in the future. o
24. In the author’ s opinion, what really underlies the rising status of English in France and Europe is

A. American dominance in the Internet software business

B. a practical need for effective communication among Europeans

C. Europeans’ eagerness to do business with American businessmen

D. the recent trend for foreign companies to merge with each other
25. Europeans began to favour English for all the following reasons EXCEPT its .

A. inherent linguistic properties B. association with the business world

C. links with the United States D. disassociation from political changes
26. Which of the following statements forecasts the continuous rise of English in the future?

A. About half of Western Europeans are now proficient in English.

B. U. S. and British media companies are operating in Western Europe.

C. Most secondary school students in Europe study English.

D. Most Europeans continue to use their own language.

27. The passage mainly examines the factors related to

A. the rising status of English in Europe

B. English learning in non — English — speaking E. U. nations

C. the preference for English by European businessmen

D. the switch from French to English in the European Commission
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As humankind moves into the third millennium, it can rightfully claim to have broken new ground in its age — old quest
to master the environment. The fantastic achievements of modern technology and the speed at which scientific discoveries
are translated into technological applications attest to the triumph of human endeavour.

At the same time, however, some of these applications threaten to unleash forces over which we have no control. In
other words, the new technology man now believes allows him to dominate this wider cosmos could well be a Frankenstein
monster waiting to turn on its master.

This is an entirely new situation that promises to change many of the perceptions governing life on the planet. The most
acute challenges facing the future are likely to be not only those pitting man against his fellow man, but those involving hu-
mankind’ s struggle to preserve the environment and ensure the sustainability of life on earth.

A conflict waged to ensure the survival of the human species is bound to bring humans closer together. Technological
progress has thus proved to be a double — edged sword, giving rise to a new form of conflict: a clash between Man and Na-
ture.

The new conflict is more dangerous than the traditional one between man and his fellow man, where the protagonists at
least shared a common language. But when it comes to the reactions of the ecosystems to the onslaught of modern technolo-
gy, there is no common language.
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Nature reacts with weather disturbances, with storms and earthquakes, with mutant viruses and bacteria—that is, with
phenomena having no apparent cause and effect relationship with the modern technology that supposedly triggers them.

As technology becomes ever more potent and nature reacts ever more violently, there is an urgent need to rethink how
best to deal with the growing contradictions between Man and Nature.

For a start, the planet, and hence all its inhabitants, must be perceived as an integral whole, not as a dichotomous
mass divided geographically into the rich and developed and the poor and underdeveloped.

Today, globalization encompasses the whole world and deals with it as an integral unit. It is no longer possible to say
that conflict has shifted from its traditional east — west axis to a north — south axis. The real divide today is between summit
and base, between the higher echelons of the international political structure and its grassroots level, between governments
and NGOs, between state and civil society, between public and private enterprise.

The mesh structure is particularly obvious on the Internet. While it is true that to date the Internet seems to be favour-
ing the most developed sectors of the international community over the less developed, this need not always be the case. In-

| deed, it could eventually overcome the disparities between the privileged and the underdeveloped.

On the other hand, the macro — world in which we live is exposed to distortions because of the unpredictable side —
effects of a micro — world we do not and cannot totally control.

This raises the need for a global system of checks and balances, for mandatory rules and constraints in our dealings
with Nature, in short, for a new type of veto designed to manage what is increasingly becoming a main contradiction of our
time: the one between technology and ecology.

A new type of international machinery must be set in place to cope with the new challenges. We need a new look at the
harnessing of scientific discoveries, to maximize their positive effects for the promotion of humanity as a whole and to mini-
mize their negative effects. We need an authority with veto powers to forbid practices conducive to decreasing the ozone
hole, the propagation of AIDS, global warming, desertification—an authority that will tackle such global problems.

There should be no dlscommmty in the global machinery responsible for world order. The UN in its present form may
fall far short of ‘what is required of it, and it may be undemocrati¢ and detrimental to most citizens in the world, but its ab-
sence would be worse. And se we have to hold on to the international organization even as we push forward for its complete
restructuring,

Our best hope would be that the functions of the present United Nations are gradually taken over by the new machinery

of veto power representing genuine democratic globalization.
28. The mention of Man’ s victory over Nature at the beginning of the passage is to highlight
A. a new form of conflict B. Man’s creative powers
C. the role of modem technology D. Man’s ground - breaking work
29. According to the passage, which is NOT a responsibility of the proposed international authority?

A. Monitoring effects of scientific discoveries. B. Dealing with worldwide environmental issues.

C. Vetoing human attempts to conquer Nature. D. Authorizing efforts to improve human health.
30. When commenting on the present role of the UN, the author expresses his /

A. dissatisfaction B. disillusionment C. objection D. doubt
SECTION B SKIMMING AND SCANNING (10 min)

In this section there are seven passages with ten multiple — choice questions. Skim or scan them as required and then mark
your answers on your Coloured Answer Sheet.

" First read the questnon
. What is the most appropriate topic of the following passage?
A. Strikes. B. Pensions.
C. Retirement Ages. D. Government decisions.
Now go through TEXT E quickly to answer question 31.
In addition to the national social security system, 17 special pension schemes are among the social advantages that gov-

emment employees are not prepared to give up.

Under the national scheme, retirement is at the age of 65, whereas the special schemes offer retirement at 55 or even
50.

Most of the pension schemes are in the red and have to be topped up by the state. The total state contribution in 1994
was F125 billon ( § 25 billion).

The prime minister says he wants to keep the special schemes. There are three solutions for keeping them afloat:
lengthening the contribution period, increasing contributions, or reducing the pensions paid out. The movement chose the
first solution in the plan that it announced on November 15. Private sector employees were required in 1993 to contribute for

| 40 instead of 37.5 years, in order to qualify for a full pension. State employees could still retire after 37.5 years’ service

provided they had reached the age limit.
The prime minister’ s announcement touched off strikes on the railways, Paris’ s transport services and government de-
partments. Facing increasing opposition to this proposal, the prime minister said on December 5 that working, more years
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would no longer be a condition for reforming the special pension schemes.

A government commission that will examine pensions will, however, be free to propose changes in the retirement age
in certain professions. But it will take into consideration the hardships involved in the work and the constraints of working
hours.

At the moment, the minimum retirement age is 60— as in the private sector before 1983—for 65 percent of public serv-
ice employees. It is 55, or even 50, for 35 per cent of employees considered to be doing work “involving special risks or
exceptional fatigue. ”

Primary school teachers can retire at 55, but the limit for new, better qualified recruits is 60. Postal workers at sorting
offices can retire at 55. The retiring age for police officers is 50, prison officers 50, nurses 55,and railwaymen 50 and 55
for others. The 30,000 employees of the Paris Metro have an average retirement age of 53.

Two — thirds of the “active” employees and those working in conditions that can damage health in the public gas and e-
lectric utility retire at 55. Retirement age for notary’ s clerks is 55 for women, and 60 for men. For miners, retirement is at
55.

Comparing the national pension scheme and the special schemes is not easy, because state employees receive bonu-
ses—some of them substantial—which are not included in calculating their contributions or their pensions.

Fu'sl r?ad.lhg questlon
32. In the following passage the author intends to

A. explain how the Gulf Stream is formed

C. explain the composition of the sea currents
Now go through TEXT F quickly to answer question 32.

It seems obvious that trapping more of the sun’ s heat will make the planet hotter. But what seems obvious isn’ t always
true. According to some respected scientists, there is a chance lha! global warming could plunge us into, of all things, an
ice age.

The argument hinges on the Gulf Stream, the ocean current that brings warm surface water north and east and heats
Europe. As it travels, some of the water evaporates; what’ s left is saltier and thus denser. Eventually the dense surface
water sinks to the sea bottom, where it flows back southward. And then, near the equator, warm, fresh water from tropical
rivers and rain dilutes the salt once again, allowing the water to rise to the surface, warm up and begin flowing north again.

But with global warming, melting ice from Greenland and the Arctic Ocean could pump fresh water into the North At-
lantic; so could the increased rainfall be predicted for northern latitudes in a warmer world. Result: the Gulf Stream’s wa-
ter wouldn 't get saltier after all and wouldn't sink so easily. Without adequate re —supply, the southerly underwater cur-
rent would stop, and the Gulf Stream would in turn be shut off.

If that happens, Europe will get very cold. Rome is, after all, at the same latitude as Chicago, and Pads is about as
far north as North Dakota. More snow will fall, and the bright snow cover will reflect more of the sun’s energy back into
space , making life even chillier. Beyond that, the Gulf Stream is tied into other ocean currents, and shutting it down could
rearrange things in a way that would cause less overall evaporation.

Worst of all, the experts believe, such changes could come on with astonishing speed—perhaps within a decade or
less. And while we might have a great deal of trouble adjusting to a climate that gets 2°C warmer over the next century, an
ice age by mid — century would be unimaginably devastating. The lingering uncertainty about whether our relentless produc-
tion of greenhouse gases will keep heating our planet or ultimately cool it suggests that we should make a better effort to
leave the earth’ s thermostat alone.

TEXT G i

" Fitst read the questmn
33. What is the main theme of the following passage?

A. Strengths of paper books over E — books.

C. Market prospects of E — books.

Now go through TEXT G quickly to answer question 33.

Experts predict that the printed paper and glue book will be rendered obsolete by electronic text delivery systems, of
which one, the Microsoft Reader, is already on the market, offering “books” on a pocket PC manufactured by Hewlett —
Packard. This is not impossible; already much of the written communication that used to be handled by letters, newspapers
and magazines has shifted to computer screens and to the vast digital library available over the Internet. If the worst comes
true and the paper book joins the papyrus scroll and parchment codex in extinetion, we will miss, I predict, a number of
things about it. 9

The book as furniture. Shelved rows of books warm and brighten the starkest room. By bedside and easy chair,
books promise a cozy, swift and silent release from this world into another. For ease of access and speed of storage, books

are tough to beat.
The book as sensual pleasure. Smaller than a breadbox, bigger than a TV remote, the average book fits into the hu-

B. compare global warming with global cooling
D. deliver a warning of a coming ice age

B. Projected extinction of paper books.
D. The history of paper books.

W

P

w

b8

|

AR R BN [

=3



oW

SEMDRREN ST |

|

o

man hand with a seductive nestling, a kiss of texture, whether of cover cloth, glazed jacket or flexible paperback. The
weight can rest on the litle finger of the right hand for hours without strain, while the thumb holds the pages open and the
fingers of the other hand turn them.

The rectangular block of type, a product of five and a half centuries of printers’ lore, yields to decipherment so genily
that one is scarcely aware of the difference between immersing oneself in an imaginary world and scanning the furniture of
one’ s own room. A

The book as souvenir. One’ s collection comes to symbolize the contents of one’ s mind. Books read in childhood, in
yearning adolescence, at college and in the first self — conscious years of adulthood travel along, often, with readers as they
move from house to house. My mother’ s college texts sat untouched in a comer of our country bookcase.

The bulk of my own college books are still with me, rarely consulted but always there, reminders of moments, of sta-
ges, in a pilgrimage. The decades since add their own drifts and strata of volumes read or half read or intended to be read.
Books preserve, daintily, the redolence of their first reading—this beach, that apartment, that summer afternoon, this
flight to Indonesia.

Books as ballast. As movers and the moved both know, books are heavy freight, the weight of refrigerators and sofas
broken up into cardboard boxes. They make us think twice about changing addresses. How many aging couples have decid-
ed to stay put because they can’t imagine what to do with the books? How many divorces have been forestalled by love of
the jointly acquired library?

Books hold our beams down. They act as counterweight to our fickle and flighty natures. In comparison, any electronic
text delivery device would lack substance. Further, speaking of obsolescence, it would be outdated in a year and within 15
years as inoperable as my formerly treasured Wang word processor from the mid — 80’ s. Electronic equals immaterial.
Without books, we might melt into the airwaves, and be just another set of blips. f
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First read the question.
34. The passage intends primarily to in some Asian cities.

A. explain how porters work B. introduce top — end eateries

C. provide advice on tipping D. describe how taxis are metered
Now go through TEXT H quickly to answer question 34.

It’ s difficult to determine what constitutes an appropriate tip in any country. In Japan, if you leave a couple of coins
on the table, the waiter is liable to chase after you to return your forgotten change. In New York, on the other hand, if you
leave less than 15% , your reservation might not hold up next time. Asia, with its multiplicity of cultures and customs, is
a particularly difficult terrain. To make your next trip a little easier, here’s a guide to tipping across the region:

HONG KONG

Tipping is de rigueur in this money — mad metropolis at all but the lowest establishments. Even bathrooms in posh ho-
tels have little dishes for loose change. )

Restaurants: Most places automatically add a 10% service charge to the bill, but the surcharge often ends up in the
pocket of the owner, not the staff kitty. If the service is good, add another 10% to the bill, up to HK $ 100 if you’ ve in
an especially nice restaurant.

Porters: HK $ 10 should do it at all but the nicest hotels where a crisp HK § 20 bill may be more acceptable.

Taxis: Round up to the nearest dollar, although many drivers will do this on their own when rgg&gi change.

MANILA

Tipping is common in Manila, and anything above 10% will gain you undying loyalty.

Restaurants: Even if a service charge is included, custom dictates adding another 5% —10% to the bill.

Porters: Service in top hotels is good and should be rewarded with 20 pesos per bag.

Taxis: Most cabs are metered, and rounding up to the next five pesos is a good rule of thumb.
SEOUL

Tipping is not part of Korean culture, although it has become a matter of course in international hotels where a 10%
service charge is often added.

Restaurants: If you’ re at a Korean barbecue joint, there’s no need to add anything extra. But a sleek Italian restau-
rant may require a 10% contribution.

Porters: If you’re at a top — end hotel, international standards apply, so expect to give 500—1,000 won per bag.
Taxis: Drivers don’ t expect a tip, so unless you’ re feeling remarkably generous, keep the change for yourself.
SINGAPORE

According to government mandate in the Lion City, tipping is a no —no. It’ s basically outlawed at Changi Airport and
officials encourage tourists not to add to the 10% service charge that many high — end hotels add on to the bill.

Porters: Hotel staff are the one exception to the no — tipping rule. As a general guide, S § 1 should be adequate for
baggage - lugging service.

Taxis: Drivers don’ t expect tipping, but they won’t refuse if you want go roupdgup the fare to the next Singaporean
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dollar.

First read the questions.
35. If you want to see a performance by the Beijing Peking Opera Theatre, which phone number would you ring?
A. 6841 - 9283. . B. 6848 - 5462.
C. 6301 — 6688. D. 6523 - 3320.
36. Supposing you have some free time after 7 pm on July Ist, which performance or exhibition can you go to?
A. Traditional Chinese music. B. Chinese modern operas.
C. Peking Opera. D. Lao Dao’ s recent paintings.
Now go through TEXT I quickly to answer questions 35 & 36.
WHAT’S ON

CONCERTS
New concert hall: The movie theatre of the National Library of China has been turned into a concert hall after months of

renovation. :
The Guotu Concert Hall will open to the public for the first time on June 30. After the opening ceremony, the China
National Song and Dance theatre will present highlights of Chinese modern operas from the past 50 years.
Programme : excerpts from Chinese modern operas including “The White — haired Girl,” “Red Rocks” and more.
Time; 7:30 pm, June 30
Place: Guotu Concert Hall at the National Library of China
Tel: 6841 — 9283

Chinese music: The Traditional Band of China National Song and Dance Theatre will perform traditonal Chinese mu-
sic, under Liu Wenjin, composer and director of the theatre. .

Programme ; “Butterfly Lovers” , “Moonlight Reflected on Number Two Spring” , “The Night is Deep” and other tra-
ditional pieces.

Time: 7:30 pm, July 1 -2

Place: Guotu Concert Hall at the National Library of China

Tel. 6848 — 5462

EXHIBITIONS

One — man show: Lao Dao is presenting most recent paintings at the Wanfung Gallery.

Titled “Spanning the Space” , the exhibition features about 30 works created from synthetic mate rials. The paintings
are composed of mottled ancient doors with faded couplets pasted on them, leading the viewers into ancient stories hidden
behind the door. ;

Time; 9 am -5 pm until July 1st

Place: 136 Nanchizi Dajie, Dongebeng District

Tel; 6523 —3320

Charm of ink: The Huangshicheng Gallery is hosting a solo show of ink — and — colour paintings by veteran calligra-
pher and painter Qin Tang. More than just visually appealing, Qin’ s work impresses the viewer with its vividness and sim-
plicity. :

Time:9 am — 5 pm until July 5th

Place: Nanchizi Dajie, Dongcheng District

Tel: 6528 - 9103

STAGE
Peking Opera: The Liyuan Theatre presents traditional Peking Opera excerpts in short programmes for foreign audi-
ences and in original styles. With an explanation in English, the performances are from the Beijing Opera Theatre.
Time:7:30 pm July 3 -5
Place: Liyuan Theatre, Qianmen Jianguo Hotel,
Xuanwu District
Tel. 6301 - 6688

TEXTJ |
* First read the questions.
37. Who is the author of Culture/Metaculture?

A. Linda Anderson. B. Peter Childs.
C. Adam Roberts. D. Francis Mulhern.
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38. Which of the following books draws on case studies?

A. Modernism. B. Science Fiction.

C. Autobiography. D. Culture/Metaculture.
Now go through TEXT J quickly to answer questions 37 & 38.
Autobiography
Linda Anderson, University of Newcastle, UK

This wide — ranging introduction to the study of autobiography offers a historical overview of autobiographical writing
from St Augustine to the present day. Linda Anderson follows the important developments in autobiographical criticism in
the last thirty years, paying particular attention to psychoanalytic, post - structuralist and feminist approaches. This vol-
ume;
@ outlines the main theoretical issues and concepts of this difficult area
@ looks at the different forms from confessions to narratives to memoirs to diaries
@ considers the major writers of this historical tradition.
Culture/Metaculture
Francis Mulhern, Middlesex University, UK
Culture/Metaculture is a stimulating introduction to the meanings of “culture” in contemporary Western society. This es-
sential survey examines ;
@ culture as an antidote to “mass” modernity, in the work of Thomas Mann, Julien Benda, Karl Mannheim and F. R.
Leavis
@ post — war theories of “popular” culture and the rise of Cultural Studies, paying particular attention to the key figures of
Raymond Williams and Stuart Hall ‘
@ theories of “metaculture” , or the ways in which culture, however defined, speaks of itself.
Modernism
Peter Childs, Cheltenham and Gloucester College of Higher Education, UK
With its battle cry of “Make it New” , the modernist movement shook the foundations of the late nineteenth and early twenti-
eth — century literary establishment. Modernism offers an outstanding analysis of this literary and cultural revolution.
Peter Childs’ immensely readable account ;
@ details the origins of the modernist movement and the influence of thinkers such as Darwin, Marx, Freud, Nietzsche,
Saussure and Einstein
@ explores the radical changes which occurred in the literature, drama, art and film of the period
@ traces “modernism at work” in the writing of Joyce, Woolf, Mansfield, Forster, Yeats, Ford, Eliot, Beckett and other
key literary figures.
Science Fiction
Adam Roberts, Royal Holloway, University of London, UK
Science fiction is one of the most vigorous and exciting areas of modern culture, ranging from groundbreaking novels of ideas
to blockbusters on the cinema screen. This outstanding volume offers a clear and critically engaged account of the phenome-
non. Adam Roberts;
@ provides a concise history of science fiction and the ways in which the genre has been defined
@ examines the interactions between science fiction and science fact
@ anchors each chapter with a case study drawn from short story, book or film, from Frank Herbert’ s Dune to Barry Son-
nenfeld’ s Men in Black.

S— SRS

39. What are cookies in the following passage?
A. Computer data. B. Shopping habits.

C. Websites. D. Passwords.
40. How many pieces of advice are offered by the author to protect online shoppers’ privacy?
Al B.2. €3, D.4.

Now go through TEXT K quickly to answer questions 39 & 40.

We all enjoy a little extra — special every now and then, whether it’ s a prime table at our favourite restaurant or an up-
grade on that long flight across the Pacific. Being recognized makes us feel valued — and we’ ve more likely to do business
with someone who takes the time to go that extra mile. E — commerce sites know this, and they’ re doing everything they
can to create personalized environments so we’ 1l want to spend money online. How? By employing cookies.

Cookies are bits of data stored on your computer’ s hard drive when you visit a website. They can only be read by the
site that sets them. Companies use them to store information about you and to track your behaviour on a particular website

| and, of course, your shopping habits.

Cookies help companies personalize their websites. This is how an online bookstore knows you’re you, or how a news
website knows to show you headlines from your hometown. Retailers use cookies to promote products they think you might

| Tike or to target ads that you might find appealing. Cookies also record user IDs and passwords so you don’ t have to log in

23

each time you visit a site.

Cookies, however, have a darker side too, and all kinds of privacy issues lurk at every bend. On their own, cookies
are generally harmless, if mildly intrusive. One potential problem, though, crops up when you enter personal information
on a survey. This can be easily linked up with cookies about your surfing habit and the website knows pretty much every-

thing there is to know about you. Often this information is used simply to show you an advertisement for a product you might

want to buy. But privacy advocates worry that this information could be misused.

Here’ s what you can do as an online shopper to protect your privacy:

@ Accept only cookies that get sent hack to the originating server. Both Microsoft Explorer and Netscape Communica-
tor offer this option.

@ Shop only with sites that post online privacy policies.

@ Be careful about what sort of information you give out in surveys.

@ Set up a secondary profile using an anonymous e — mail account and bogus ID. It’ s clandestine, but you’ I surf
with greater anonymity. Of course, when you actually want to buy something you’ Il have to give out your real name anti ad-

B

(60 min)

. (120 min)
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Part |\V/ Translation

SECTION A CHINESE TO ENGLISH
Translate the following text into English. Write your translation on ANSWER SHEET THREE.

KEAMAKBE, LeRAE, —BFF, MUAMINTRKAR, 2B —BOFREBIKSH. THESE, -
FAERAMI-EUARZERHREEE . FEERMEE, BB MKE, R4, 88/ €8 R X HEw
FHRBALF, 69 H 2l SHEF B AMEEE A W EEKIERES A RBKE. XH, 8005 HE 5CifF
B, BT T F k.

SECTION B ENGLISH TO CHINESE
Translate the following underlined part of the text into Chinese. Write your translation on ANSWER SHEET THREE.

The word “winner "and “loser” have many meanings. When we refer to a person as a winner, we do not mean one
who makes someone else lose. To us, a winner is one who responds authentic any by being credible, trustworthy, respon-
sive, and genuine, both as an individual and as a member of a society.

Winners do not dedicate their lives to a concept of what they imagine they should be; rather, they are themselves and
as such do not use their energy putting on a performance, maintaining pretence and manipulating others. They are aware
that there is a difference between being loving and acting loving, between being stupid and acting stupid, between being
knowledgeable and acting knowledgeable. Winners do not need to hide behind a mask.

Winners are not afraid to do_their own thinking and to use their own knowledge. They can separate facts from opinions
and don’t pretend to have all the answers. They listen to others, evaluate what they say, but come to their own conclu-
sions. Although winners can admire and respect other people , ‘they are not totally defined, demolished, bound, or awed by
them.

Winners do not play “helpless” , nor do they play the blaming game. Instead, they assume responsibility for their own
lives.

Writing (60 min)

All of us would agree that in order to be successful in the present — day society, we university graduates have to pos-

sess certain personal qualities that can enable us to realize our aim. What do you think is the most important personal quali- |

ty of a university graduate? Write a composition of about 300 words on the following topic:
THE MOST IMPORTANT PERSONAL QUALITY OF A UNIVERSITY STUDENT

In the first part of your writing you should present your thesis statement, and in the second part you should support the
thesis statement with appropriate details. In the last part you should bring what you have written to a natural conclusion or
a summary.

Marks will be awarded for content, organization, grammar and appropriacy. Failure to follow the above instructions
may result in a loss of marks.

Write your composition on ANSWER SHEET FOUR.
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CEYCIRI ey Comprehension (40 wmis)

In Sections A, B and C you will hear everything ONCE ONLY. Listen carefully and then answer the questions that follow.
Mark the correct response to each question on your Coloured Answer Sheet.

(95 min)

1/

‘;\1 SECTION A TALK

Questions 1 to 5 refer to the talk in this section. At the end of the talk you will be given 15 seconds to answer each
of the following five questions. Now listen to the talk.
1. Changes in the size of the World Bank’ s operations refer to
A. the expansion of its loan programme
B. the inclusion of its hard loans
C. the inclusion of its soft loans
D. the previous lending policies
2. What actually made the Bank change its overall lending strategy?
A. Reluctance of people in poor countries to have small families.
B. Lack of basic health services and inequality in-income distribution.
C. The discovery that a low fertility rate would lead to economic development.
D. Poor nutrition and low literacy in many poor countries of the world.
3. The change in emphasis of the Bank’ s lending policies meant that the Bank would
A. be more involved in big infrastructure projects
B. adopt similar investment strategies in poor and rich countries
C. embark upon a review of the investment in huge dams and steel mills
D. invest in projects that would benefit the low — income sector of society Y

4. Which of the following is NOT a criticism of the bank?

A. Colossal travel expenses of its staff. ;
B. Fixed annual loans to certain countries.
C. Limited impact of the Bank’s projects.
D. Role as a financial deal maker.
5. Throughout the talk, the speaker is while introducing the World Bank.

A. biased B. unfriendly C. objective D. sensational

N

&\1 SECTION B CONVERSATION

Questions 6 to 10 are based on a conversation. At the end of the conversation you will be given 15 seconds to an-
swer the question. Now listen to the conversation.
6. The man sounds surprised at the fact that

A. many Australians are taking time off to travel

B. the woman worked for some time in New Zealand

C. the woman raised enough money for iravel

D. Australians prefer to work in New Zealand

7. We leamn that the woman liked Singapore mainly because of its

=3

A. cleanness B. multi — ethnicity
C. modern characteristics D. shopping opportunities
8. From the conversation we can infer that Kaifeng and Yinchuan impressed the woman with their
A. respective locations B. historic interests
C. ancient tombs D. Jewish descendants
9. Which of the following words can best describe the woman’ s feelings about Tibet?
A. Amusement. B. Disbelief. C. Ecstasy. D. Delight
10. According to the conversation, it was that made the woman ready to stop traveling.
A. the unsettledness of travel B. the difficulties of trekking
C. the loneliness of travel D. the unfamiliar environment

NI/

&S SECTION C NEWS BROADCAST

Questions 11 and 12 are based on the following news. At the end of the news item, you will be given 30 seconds to
answer the questions. Now listen to the news.
11. Mike Tyson was put in prison last August because he
A. violated the traffic law
B. illegally attacked a boxer
C. attacked sb. after a traffic accident
D. failed to finish his contract
12. The license granted to Tyson to fight will be terminated
A. by the end of the year B. in over a year
C. in August D. in a few weeks
Question 13 is based on the following news. At the end of the news item, you will be given 15 seconds to answer
the question. Now listen to the news.
13. The Russian documents are expected to draw great attention because
A. they cover the whole story of the former US president
B. the assassin used to live in the former Soviet Union .
C. they are the only official documents released about Kennedy
D. they solved the mystery surrounding Kennedy’ s assassination
Question 14 and 15 are based on the following news. At the end of the news item, you will be given 30 seconds to
answer the questions. New listen to the news.
14. In the recent three months, Hong Kong’s unemployment rate has
A. increased slowly B. decreased gmdually
C. stayed steady ‘ D. become unpredictable
15. According to the news, which of the following statements is TRUE?
A. Business conditions have worsened in the past three months.
B. The past three months have seen a dechnmg trend in job offers.
C. The rise of unemployment rate in some sectors equals the fall in others.
D. The unemployment rate in all sectors of the economy remains unchanged.

€l

1/

7~ SECTION D NOTE - TAKING AND GAP -FILLING

Fill each of gaps with ONE word. You may refer to your notes. Make sure the word you fill in is both grammati-
cally and semantically acceptable.

The Press Conference
The press conference has certain advantages. The first advantage lies with the
(1) nature of the event itself; public officials are supposed to 1
submit to scrutiny by responding to various questions at a press conference.
Secondly, statements previously made at a press conference can be used as a
(2) in judging following statements or policies. Moreover, in case 2
of important events, press conferences are an effective way to break the news
to groups of reporters. :
However, from the point of view of (3) , the press conference 3.
possesses some disadvantages, mainly in its(4) and news source. 4.
The provider virtually determines the manner in which a press conference
proceeds. This, sometimes, puts news reporters at a(n) (5) , as can 5.
be seen on live broadcasts of news conferences.
Factors in getting valuable information preparation: a need to keep up
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| they were growers. The marketing of wheat became an increasing 2

| not wait for markets to improve. It had happened too often that

to date on journalistic subject matter;

—(6) of the news source;

1 ) news source’ s (7) to

provide information;

2) news — gathering methods.

Conditions under which news reporters cannot trust the information
provided by a news source

— not knowing the required information;

— knowing and willing to share the information, but without

(8) skills; 8.
— knowing the information, but unwilling to share;

— willing to share, but unable to recall.

(9) of questions asked 9.
Ways of improving the questions :

no words with double meanings;

no long questions;

— specific time, place, etc. ;

— (10) questions; y 10.
— clear alternatives, or no alternatives in answers.

m Proofreading and Error Correction’ (15 min)

The following passage contains TEN errors. Each line contains a maximum of ONE error. In each case, only ONE word
is involved. You should proofread the passage and correct it in the following way.
For a wrong word , underline the wrong word and write the correct one in the blank provided at the end of the
line.
mark the position 6f the missing word with a “ A ” sign and write the word you believe to
be missing in the blank' provided at the end of the line.
cross out the unnecessary word with a slash “/’ and put the word in the blank provided at
the end of the line.

= &

For a missing word,

For an unnecessary word
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During the early years of this century, wheat was seen as the

very lifeblood of Western Canada. People on city streets watched

the yields and the price of wheat in almost as much feeling as if

T

L
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favorite topic of conversation.
War set the stage for the most dramatic events in marketing
the western crop. For years, farmers mistrusted speculative grain

| selling as carried on through the Winnipeg Grain Exchange.

Wheat prices were generally low in the autumn, so farmers could 3

they sold their wheat soon shortly after harvest when farm debts
were coming due, just to see prices rising and speculators getting rich.
On various occasions, producer groups, asked firmer control,
but the government had no wish to become involving, at
least not until wartime when wheat prices threatened to run
wild.
Anxious to check inflation and rising life costs, the federal 8.
government appointed a board of grain supervisors to deal with
deliveries from the crops of 1917 and 1918. Grain Exchange
trading was suspended, and farmers sold at prices fixed by the
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board. To handle with the crop of 1919, the government 9.
appointed the first Canadian Wheat Board, with total authority to 10.
buy, sell, and set prices.

Reading Comprehension

SECTION A READING COMPREHENSION (30 min)
In this section there are four reading passages followed by a total of fifieen multiple — choice questions. Read the passages and
then mark answers on your Coloured Answer Sheet.

TEXTA i
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“Twenty years ago, Blackpool turned its back on the sea and tried to make itself into an entertainment centre. ” say
Robin Wood, a local official. “Now the thinking is that we should try, to refocus on the sea and make Blackpool a family
destination again. ” To say that Blackpool neglected the sea is to put it mildly. In 1976 the European Community, as it then
was called, instructed member nations to make their beaches conform to certain minimum standards of cleanliness within ten
years. Britain, rather than complying, took the novel strategy of contending that many of its most popular beaches were not
swimming beaches at all. Because of Britain’ s climate the sea — bathing season is short, and most people don’ t go in above
their knees anyway —and hence can’t really be said to be swimming. By averaging out the number of people actually swim-
ming across 365 days, of the year, the government was able to persuade itself, if no one else, that Britain had hardly any re-
al swimming beaches.

As one environmentalist put it to me; “You had the ludicrous situation m which Luxembourg had mere listed public
bathing beaches than the whole of the United Kingdom. It was preposterous. ”

Meanwhile, Blackpool continued to discharge raw sewage straight into the sea. Finally after much pressure from both
environmental groups and the European Union, the local water authority built a new waste — treatment facility for the whole
of Blackpool and neighbouring communities. The facility came online in June 1996. For the first time since the industrial
revolution Blackpool’ s waters are safe to swim in.

That done, the town is now turning its attention to making the sea — front mere visually attractive. The promenade,
once a rather elegant place to stroll, had become increasingly tatty and neglected. “It was built in Victorian times and nee-
ded a thorough overhaul anyway, "says Wood, “so we decided to make aesthetic improvements at the same time, to try to
draw people back to it. ” Blackpool recently spent about $ 1.4 million building new kiosks for vendors and improving seat-
ing around the Central Pier and plans to spend a further $ 15 million on various amenity projects.

The most striking thing about Blackpool these days compared with 20 years ago is how empty its beaches are. When
the tide is out, Blackpool’s beaches are a vast plain of beckoning sand. They look spacious enough to accommodate com-
fortably the entire populace of northern England. Ken Welsby remembers days when, as he puts it,“ you couldn’t lay down
a handkerchief on this beach, it was that crowded. ”

Welsby comes from Preston, 20 miles down the road, and has been visiting Blackpool all his life. Now retired, he had
come for the day with his wife, Kitty, and their three young grandchildren who were gravely absorbed in building a sandcas-
tle. “Two hundred thousand people they’ d have on this beach sometimes. " Welsby said. “You can’ t imagine it now, can
you?”

Indeed I could not. Though it was a bright sunny day in the middle of summer. I counted just 13 people scattered a-
long a half mile or so of open sand. Except for those rare times when hot weather and a public holiday coincide, it is like
this nearly always now.

“You can’t imagine how exciting it was to come here for the day when we were young. ” Kitty said. “Even from Pres-

(40 min)

ton, it was a big treat. Now children don’ t want the beach. They want arcade games and rides in helicopters and goodness

knows what else. ” She stared out over the glittery water. “We’ Il never see those days again. It’s sad really. ”

“But your grandchildren seem to be enjoying it,” I pointed out.

“For the moment, " Ken said. “For the moment. ”

Afterward 1 went for a long walk along the empty beach, then went back to the town centre and treated myself to a large
portion of fish — and — chips wrapped in paper. The way they cook it in Blackpool, it isn’t so much a meal as an invitation
to a heart attack, but it was delicious. Far out over the sea the sun was setting with such splendor that I would almost have
sworn I could hear the water hiss where it touched.

Behind me the lights of Blackpool Tower were just twinkling on, and the streets were beginning to fill with happy eve-
ning throngs. In the purply light of dusk the town looked peaceful and happy — enchanting even — and there was an en-
gaging air of expectancy, of fun about to happen. Somewhat to my surprise, I realized that this place was beginning to grow
on me.

16. At the beginning, the passage seems to suggest that Blackpool

A. will continue to remain as an entertainment centre

C. had no swimming beaches all along
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B. complied with EC’ s standards of clearliness
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D. is planning to revive its former attraction
17. We can learn from the passage that Blackpool used to s
A. have as many beaches as Luxumbourg
B. have seriously polluted drinking water
C. boast some imposing seafront sights
D. attract few domestic holiday makers
18. What Blackpool’ s beaches strike visitors most is their

A. emptiness C. modernity

_ B. cleanliness

D. monotony

bl

judicious are fond of warning against generalizing. Each country is different, they say, and
no one story fits all of Asia. This is, of course, silly; all of these economies plunged into economic crisis within a few
months of each other, so they must have had something in common.

In fact, the logic of catastrophe was pretty much the same in Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia and South Korea. (Japan
is a very different story. ) In each case investors mainly, but not entirely, foreign banks who had made short — term
loans all tried to pull their money out at the same time. The result was a combined banking and currency crisis: a
banking crisis because no bank can convert all its assets into cash on short notice; a currency crisis because panicked inves-
tors were trying not only to convert long — term assets into cash, but to convert baht or rupiah into dollars. In the face of the
stampede , governments had no good options. If they let their currencies plunge inflation would soar and companies that had
borrowed in dollars would go bankrupt; if they tried to support their currencies by pushing up interest rates, the same firms
would probably go bust from the combination of debt burden and recession. In practice, countries’ split the difference——
and paid a heavy price regardless.

Was the crisis a punishment for bad economic management? Like most cliches, the catchphrase® crony capitalism”
has prospered because it gets at something real . excessively cozy relationships between government and business really did
lead to a lot of bad investments. The still primitive financial structure of Asian business also made the economies peculiarly
vulnerable to a loss of confidence. But the punishment was surely disproportionate to the crime, and many investments that
look foolish in retrospect seemed sensible at the time.

Given that there were no good policy options, was the policy response mainly on the fight track? There was frantic
blame - shifting when everything in Asia seemed to be going wrong: now there is a race to claim credit when some things
have started to go right. The international Monetary Fund points to Korea’ s recovery and more generally to the fact that
the sky didn’t fall after all as proof that its policy recommendations were right. Never mind that other IMF clients
have done far worse, and that the economy of Malaysia which refused IMF help, and horrified respectable opinion by
imposing capital controls also seems to be on the mend. Malaysia’ s prime Minister, by contrast, claims full credit for
any good news even though neighbouring economies also seem to have bottomed out.

The truth is that an observer without any ax to grind would probably conclude that none of the policies adopted either
on or in defiance of the IMF’ s advice made much difference either way. Budget policies, interest rate policies, banking re-
form whatever countries tried, just about all the capital that could flee, did. And when there was no mere money to
run, the natural recuperative powers of the economies finally began to prevail. At best, the money doctors who purported to
offer cures provided a helpful bedside manner; at worst, they were like medieval physicians who prescribed bleeding as a
remedy for all ills, Boany . e

Will the patients stage a full recovery? It depends on exactly what you mean by “full”. South Korea’s industrial pro-
duction is already-above its pre — crisis level; but in the spring of 1997 anyone who had predicted zero growth in Korean in-
dustry over the next two years would have been regarded as a reckless doomsayer. So if by recovery you mean not just a re-
turn to growth, but one that brings the region’ s performance back to something like what people used to regard as the Asian
norm, they have a long way to go.

19. According to the passage, which of the following is NOT the writer’ s opinion?
A. Countries paid a heavy price for whichever measure taken.
B. Countries all found themselves in an economic dilemma.
C. Withdrawal of foreign capital resulted in the erisis.
D. Most governments chose one of the two options.
. The writer thinks that those Asian countries
A. well deserved the punishment
B. invested in a senseless way at the time
C. were unduly punished in the crisis
D. had bad relationships between government and business
- It can be inferred from the passage that IMF policy recommendations

A. were far from a panacea in all cases
23

B. were feasible in their recipient countries
C. failed to work in their recipient countries
D. were rejected unanimously by Asian countries .
22. At the end of the passage, the writer seems to think that a full recovery of the Asian economy is
A. due B. remote C. imaginative D. unpredictable

Human migration: the term is vague. What people usually think of is the permanent movement of people from one
home to another. More broadly, though, migration means all the ways from the seasonal drift of agricultural workers
within a country to the relocation of refugees from one country to another.

Migration is big, dangerous, compelling. It is 60 million Europeans leaving home from the 16th to the 20th centuries.
It is some 15 million Hindus, Skihs, and Muslims swept up in a tumultuous shuffle of citizens between India and Pakistan
after the partition of the subcontinent in 1947.

Migration is the dynamic undertow of population change: everyone’ s solution, everyone’s conflict. As the century
turns, migration, with its inevitable economic and political turmoil,, has been called“ one of the greatest challenges of the
coming century, ”

But it is much more than that. It is, as has always been, the great adventure of human life. Migration helped create
humans, drove us to conquer the planet, shaped our societies, and promises to reshape them again.

“You have a history book written in your genes, ”said Spencer Wells. The book he’ s trying to read goes back to long
before even the first word was written, and it is a story of migration.

Wells, a tall, blond geneticist at Stanford University, spent the summer of 1998 exploring remote parts of Transcauca-
sia and Central Asia with three colleagues in a Land Rover, looking for drops of blood. In the blood, donated by the people
he met, he will search for the story that genetic markers can tell of the long paths human life has taken across the Earth.

Genetic studies are the latest technique in a long effort of modern humans to find out where they have come from. But
however the paths are traced, the basic story is simple; people have been moving since they were people. If early humans
hadn”’ t moved and intermingled as much as they did, they probably would have continued to evolve into different species.
From beginnings in Africa, most researchers agree, groups of hunter — gatherers spread out, driven to the ends of the
Earth

To demographer Kingsley Davis, two things made migration happen. First, human beings, with their tools and lan-
guage, could adapt to different conditions without having to wait for evolution to make them suitable for a new niche. Sec-
ond, as populations grew, cultures began to differ, and inequalities developed between groups. The first factor gave us the
keys to the door of any room on the planet; the other gave us reasons to use them.

Over the centuries, as agriculture spread across the planet, people moved toward places where metal was found and
worked and to centres of commerce that then became cities. Those places were, in turn, invaded and overrun by people lat-
er generations called barbarians.

In between these storm surges were steadier but similarly profound fides in which people moved out to colonize or were
captured and brought in as slaves. For a while the population of Athens, that city of legendary enlightenment was as much
as 35 percent slaves.

“What strikes me is how important migration is as a cause and effect in the great world events. ”Mark Miller, co — au-
thor of The Age of Migration and a professor of political science at the University of Delaware, told me recently.

It is difficult to think of any great events that did not involve migration. Religions spawned pilgrims or settlers; wars
drove refugees before them and made new land available for the conquerors; political upheavals displaced thousands or mil-
lions; economic innovations drew workers and entrepreneurs like magnets; environmental disasters like famine or disease
pushed their bedraggled survivors anywhere they could replant hope.

“It’s part of our nature, this movement,” Miller said, “It’s just a fact of the human condition. ”

23. Which of the following statements is INCORRECT?

A. Migration exerts a great impact on population change.

B. Migration contributes to Mankind’ s progress.

C. Migration brings about desirable and undesirable effects.

D. Migration may not be accompanied by %uman conflicts.

24. According to Kingsley Davis, migration occurs as a result of the following reasons EXCEPF

A. human adaptability B. human evolution

C. cultural differences D. inter — group inequalities
25. Which of the following groups is NOT mentioned as migrants in the passage?

A. Farmers. B. Workers. C. Settlers. D. Colonizers.
26. There seems to be a(n) relationship between great events and migration.
A. loose B. indefinite C. causal D. remote
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How is communication actually achieved? It depends, of course, either on a common language or on known conven-
tions, or at least on the beginnings of these. If the common language and the conventions exist, the contributor, for exam-
ple, the creative artist, the performer, or the reporter, tries to use them as well as he can. But often, especially with origi-
nal artists and thinkers, the problem is in one way that of creating a language, or creating a convention, or at least of devel-
oping the language and conventions to the point where they are capable of bearing his precise meaning. In literature, in mu-
sic, in the visual arts, in the sciences, in social thinking, in philosophy, this kind of development has occurred again and
again. It often takes a long time to get through, and for many people it will remain difficult. But we need never think that
it is impossible; creative energy is much more powerful than we sometimes suppose. While a man is engaged in this struggle
to say new things in new ways, he is usually more than ever concentrated on the actual work, and not on its possible audi-
ence. Many artists and scientists share this fundamental unconcern about the ways in which their work will be received.
They may be glad if it is understood and appreciated, hurt if it is not, but while the work is being done there can be no ar-
gument. The thing has to come out as the man himself sees it.

In this sense it is true that it is the duty of society to create conditions in which such men can live. For whatever the
value of any individual contribution, the general body of work is of immense value to everyone. But of course things are not
so formal, in reality. There is not society on the one hand and these individuals on the other. In ordinary living, and in his
work, the contributor shares in the life of his society, which often affects him both in minor ways and in ways sometimes so
deep that he is not even aware of them. His ability to make his work public depends on the actual communication system :
the language itself, or certain visual or musical or scientific conventions, and the institutions through which the communica-
tion will be passed. The effect of these on his actual work can be almost infinitely variable. For it is not only a communica-
tion system outside him; it is also, however original he may be, a communication system which is in fact part of himself.
Many contributors make active use of this kind of internal communication system. It is to themselves, in a way, that they
first show their conceptions, play their music, present their arguments. Not only as a way of getting these clear, in the
process of almost endless testing that active composition involves. But also, whether consciously or not, as a way of putting
the experience into a communicable form. If one mind has grasped it, then it may be open to other minds.

In this deep sense, the society is in some ways already present in the act of composition. This is always very difficult

| 1o understand, but often, when we have the advantage of looking back at a period, we can see, even if we cannot explain,

how this was so. We can see how much even highly original individuals had in common, in their actual work, and in what
is called their “structure of feeling” , with other individual workers of the time, and with the society of that time to which
they belonged. The historian is also continually struck by the fact that men of this kind felt isolated at the very time when in
reality they were beginning to get through. This can also be noticed in our own time, when some of the most deeply influen-

| tial men feel isolated and even rejected. The society and the communication are there, but it is difficult to recognize them,

difficult to be sure. ;

27. Creative artists and thinkers achieve communication by
A. depending on shared convenlivns
B. fashioning their own conventions
C. adjusting their personal feelings
D. elaborating a common language

28. A common characteristic of artists and scientists involved in creative work is that
A. they cave about the possible reaction to their work
B. public response is one of the primary conceits
C. they are keenly aware of public interest in their work
D. they are indifferent toward response to their work

| 29. According to the passage, which of the following statements is INCORRECT?

A. Individual contributions combined possess great significance to the public.
B. Good contributors don’ t neglect the use of internal communication system.
C. Everyone except those original people comes under the influence of society.
D. Knowing how to communicate is universal among human beings.
30. It is implied at the end of the passage that highly original individuals feel isolated because they
A. fail to acknowledge and use an acceptable form of communication
B. actually differ from other individuals in the same period
C. have little in common with the society of the time
D. refuse to admit parallels between themselves and the society

SECTION B SKIMMING AND SCANNING (10 min)
In this section there are seven passages with ten multiple — choice questions. Skim or scan them as required and then mark an-
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swers on your Coloured Answer Sheet.

F irst nead lhe quesnon
31. The purpose of the passage is to

A. review some newly — published interior — design books

B. explore the potential market for interior — design books

C. persuade people to buy some good books

D. stress the importance of reading good books
Now go through TEXT E quickly to answer question 31.

Do your relationships keep failing? When you leave your home in the morning are you already feeling stressed? Is there
no time in your life for fun any more? Cancel your appointment with the doctor. What you need is a good interior — design
book. Publishers have created a new genre of books for the home, titles that go beyond paint charts and superficial style and
instead show you how your home can be transformed and even heal your life.

Dawna Walter is one of the authors leading the way in Britain with her book Organized Living that attempts to show how
even a tidy sock drawer can improve the quality of your life. Walter is the owner of the Holding Company, a shop on Lon-
don’s ngs».Boad which sells hundreds of storage ideas for the home. It has been such a hit that Walter is planning to open
four new outlets i the near future. Born in America, Dawna Walter is a fast talker, a self — confessed perfectionist, and a
tidiness fundamentalist. “If it takes 10 minutes for you to find a matching pair of socks in the morning, then you are not in
control and your outlook just isn’t any good. Being organized saves you a couple of hours every week and gives you more
time to do the things you enjoy, ”she explains.

Her book contains dozens of ideas for streamlining your life. In the kitchen she recommends filing magazine recipes
immediately,, and organizing them by types — of dishes or particular cooks, and using ice — cube trays to freeze sauces in in-
dividual portions. Her ideas seem common sense but nevertheless require you to be at least slightly obsessive. CDs are a
case in point; “How often do you want to find one particular CD and can’ t? Now, how much easier it would be if you
placed them in alphabetical order? That will only take an hour. Then divide out the ones you listen to regularly into a sepa-
rate section. ”

Another recent book in the British market was Sarah Shurety’ s Chinese — inspired Feng Shui For Your Home. Within
14 days of publication every copy had been sold. Shurety’s room — by — room guide to creating a harmonious living space,
based on the ancient Chinese tradition Feng Shui, contains rules for how to create the best atmosphere and promote health,
wealth and happiness. Dinner party hosts are told to place quiet people at the head of the table and facing the door so that
they will feel more garrulous; those looking for romance leamn to place pink flowers by their beds; and house — buyers are
warned to beware of properties built on sloping foundations if they want stability in their lives.

The book Creating Space, by Elizabeth Wilhide, claims that readers following its advice will not just improve their
homes but transform their lives. Wilhide believes that as we increasingly work from home, we need to reassess the way our
houses work ( especially when there are children in the household) if we want to avoid being overran by junk and that feeling
of “being mentally weighed down. ” Unfortunately, she admits, she finds it difficult to follow her own advice. She sheep-
ishly confesses to having “dumping zones” in her house, a handbag “that doesn’ t bear looking into” , and a car “that’s a
no — go zone” But she is undaunted by these small failures. In the future, she says she is determined to tidy up her own life
and follow the path to stress — free health , wealth and happiness.
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First read the question.

32. The writer of the passage mainly intends to

A. criticize Germany’ s tax system

B. help companies ease their tax burden

C. examine the current corporate tax rates

D. propose ways to reform the tax system
Now go through TEXT F quickly to answer question 32.

One major reason for Germany’ s high unemployment and the evident weakness of business investment is the nature
of the tax system, which tends to discourage both individual effort and investment. Nominal corporate tax rates are, in fact,
very high and it is these rates that potential investors primarily look at. However, the actual burden borne by companies is
not as great as it might seem, because the tax base is fairly narrow. This combination in itself tend to encourage tax avoid-
ance at both the personal and corporate levels. Moreover, by international standards, firms in Germany are still taxed quite
heavily.

A reform of corporate taxation, therefore, should start by, reducing tax rates, cutting subsidies and broadening the
taxable base. The resulting positive impact on growth would be reinforced if there were also a substantial easing of the net
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