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Lying to the south and between oceans far and away from China, Southeast Asia was
called “Nanyang” in the past.

Southeast Asia includes 11 countries, Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam and East Timor. East
Timor, attaining its independence from Indonesia by referendum in October,1999, is the
youngest nation in Southeast Asia.

Southeast Asia, covering an area of 4,492,837. 3 square kilometers, has a total
population of about 623,181,539, most of which are oriental race, including several
races belonging to the Sino-Tibetan language family, Hindi language family, Austro-
Asiatic language family!'' and Malayo-Polynesian language family™?’. Among the above-
mentioned races, the Javanese, Kinh (Viet), Thai, Burman, Lao, Khmer"*! and Sulu are
the most populous. With an overseas Chinese population of over 20,000,000, Southeast
Asia is the largest overseas Chinese community. Overseas Chinese in Singapore account
for over 75% , then about 30% in Malaysia. Southeast Asia’s population distribution is
uneven. It mainly gathers in coastal plains, river-bank plains and estuary deltas with a
few in mountainous areas and rainforest.

In Southeast Asia, the largest, also the most populous country is Indonesia, with an
area of 1,904,443 square kilometers and a population of 255,500,000 ( next only to
China, India and the United States). The country with the smallest area (only 714. 3
square kilometers) is Singapore; the whole country is just like a city and its area is equal
to that of Dongxing, a county-level city in Guangxi of China; 20 kilometers from east to
west, 30 kilometers from south to north, you can drive across the country in a day.
Though it has the smallest area, Singapore has a population of 5,400,000, much more
than that of Brunei, which covers an area of 5,765 square kilometers. As the least
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populous country in Southeast Asia, Brunei has only 393,000 people, just equal to the
population of a small town in China.

Brief Introduction to 11 Countries in Southeast Asia (2015)

Country Population Area (sq. km) Capital
Brunei 393,000 5,765 Bandar Seri Begawan
Cambodia 15,205,539 181,035 Phnum Penh
East Timor 1,178,000 14,874 Dili
Indonesia 255,500,000 1,904,443 Jakarta
l_aos 6,646,000 236,800 Vientiane
Malaysia 30,000,000 330,257 Kuala Lumpur
Myanmar 51,419,000 676,578 Nay Pyi Taw
The Philippines 101,000,000 299,700 Manila
Singapore 5,400,000 714.3 Singapore
Thailand 67,200,000 513,115 Bangkok
Vietnam 90,000,000 329,556 Hanoi

Source: http://www. fmprc. gov.cn ¥ . d14E A RILFIE SN E
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Southeast Asia is named after its location, the southeastern part of Asia. It stands
from east longitude 93 degrees to 141.5 degrees, north latitude 25 degrees to south
latitude 10 degrees, bestriding the equator. Most are tropical areas. Bordering on China
in the north, overlooking Australia in the south, close to the Pacific Ocean in the east,
facing the Indian Ocean in the west, and neighboring Bangladesh and India, Southeast
Asia has very important geographical position. It links three continents ( Asia, Africa and
Oceania) and two oceans (the Pacific Ocean and the Indian Ocean). Lying between
Malaya and Sumatra Island( 75| J& fi§ & ) , the Malacca Strait( Z75 H g% ) (total length
of about 900 km, the narrowest part is only 37 km) is the shortest and the only sea route
from Northeast Asia through Southeast Asia to Europe and Africa, and it has always been
a strategic point.

Southeast Asia consists of the Indo-China Peninsula'*! and Malay Islands'*’. With an
area of about 2,100,000 square kilometers, the Indo-China Peninsula is named after its
location, the southern part of China. Its long and narrow southern part almost reaches
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down to the equator, where it becomes Malaya. In the Indo-China Peninsula, there are 7
countries, Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar, Cambodia, Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore.
Among them, Laos is the only land-locked country without a coastline; Malaysia consists
of Malaya in the southern part of the Indo-China Peninsula [ Malaya area in southern part
(“West Malaysia”) ], and Sabah( 7Pf%) and Sarawak ( 70#5#8) in the northern part of
Kalimantan Island ( Ji B & /3 1% ) (“East Malaysia™). Located between the southeastern
part of the Indo-China Peninsula and the northern part of Australia, between the Pacific
Ocean and the Indian Ocean, Malay Islands is made up of over 20, 000 islands.
3,500 km from south to north and 6,400 km from east to west, it covers more than
2,300,000 square kilometers in total. Indonesia and the Philippines are island countries
in Southeast Asia. Brunei is located on Kalimantan Island. East Timor’s territory contains
the eastern part of Timor, Oecusse ( EXJ#E PG ) of the north coast in the western part and
neighboring Pulau Atauro( f[pg % 5 ) .

To sum up, Southeast Asia’s geography has two outstanding characteristics: one is
“heat” and the other is “sea”.

4
=

{ g & ”
= “Heat

“Heat” refers to the tropical areas. Standing in low latitudes, most of Southeast Asia
is situated to the south of the Tropic of Cancer'®’ and near the equator. It is hot all the
year round as if it's only got one season—summer with an annual average temperature
between 25°C and 30°C. There is little difference in temperature between the coldest and
the hottest month, less than 2°C near the equator. However, diurnal temperature
difference within 24 hours is greater than the difference between the hottest and coldest
month of the year. For example, the Pontianak (3t fq ), in Kalimantan Island, has an
annual temperature difference of 2°C while the diurnal temperature difference is 7°C.
There is an exception that the northern part close to China has four seasons—spring,
summer, autumn and winter. Most areas have just two seasons—dry season ( November
to May next year) and rainy season (June to October). Frequently exposed to the sun,
people here have dark skin color.

Considering the rainfall, there are two climate types: tropical monsoon climate and
tropical rainforest climate. The northern parts of the Indo-China Peninsula and the
Philippines belong to the tropical monsoon climate type with an annual average rainfall
about 1,500 mm. The areas (north latitude 5 degrees to south latitude 5 degrees) near
the equator, or the southern part of Malaya and the most of the Malaysian, are of tropical
rainforest climate. It rains all the year round with an annual average rainfall over
2,000 mm. The period, from April to May, is the hottest with least rainfall.
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Except for Laos, Southeast Asian nations are all coastal countries or island countries.

Indonesia, named “the Land of Ten Thousand Islands” , has over 17,000 islands.
The Philippines, named “the Land of Thousand Islands”, has 7,083 islands. Brunei is
located in the northwest of Kalimantan Island. In these countries, the common transport
between islands is ship. As a result, the high population density puts great pressure on the
traffic.

Based on the terrain and geology, Southeast Asia can be divided into “stable” and
“unstable” regions. The Indo-China Peninsula and Kalimantan Island belong to the
“stable” region while the other islands belong to the “unstable” region. The mountains
there were formed during the Himalaya Mountains building in the Tertiary period”
Precipitous and coastal, some are even active volcanoes. Volcano eruption and
earthquakes frequently occur in Indonesia and the Philippines. Malaysia is one of the
areas with the most volcanoes in the world.

The mountains on the Indo-China Peninsula are north-south directional. The
Himalayas, go from Tibet towards the east, then turn south at the common boundary of
Yunnan Province, China and Myanmar. The main rivers in Southeast Asia all gather in
the Indo-China Peninsula, flowing to the seas from north to south following the
mountains. The main rivers include the Mekong River, the Red River, the Menam River
(VEFET ) , the Salween River( #/R#R7L), and the Irrawaddy River (& FLJEEIL). The
Mekong River, with a total length of 4,400 kilometers, is not only the biggest river in
Southeast Asia but also one of the most important international rivers in the world. It
sources from Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, crossing Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia (the
number nations crossed being next only to the Danube River in Europe) , and flows to the
sea from Vietnam.

AT T N RS ™ 2 O™ s S S
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The 11 Southeast Asian nations have some differences in their economic and social
development process, but they all experienced three historical development stages:
ancient, modern and present. We mainly talk about the ancient times and modern times
in the following.
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(1) The most important ancient country in the Indo-China Peninsula—Cambodia

In the north of the Indo-China Peninsula, there are three countries from east to west
boadering China—Vietnam, Laos and Myanmar. There was no real country within
Vietnam’s borders before the 3rd century AD. Since putting Lingnan down in the Qin
Dynasty, China had set up county in the north and the center of Vietnam for over 1,000
years. Until 968 AD Dinh Hoan founded an independent country. Laos is located to the
west of Northern Vietnam. In 1353, King Fa Ngum( #:53) established the first centralized
state ruling the whole Laos—Lao Kingdom of Lan Xang (i £ [&) in Luang Prabang( 3R
#hHiFE). For 300 years Lan Xang had influence reaching present-day Cambodia and
Thailand, as well as all of what is now Laos. Afterwards, Laos was invaded by Vietnam,
Myanmar and Thailand. Laos became the French colony in 1893. Myanmar is located to
the west of Laos. There were 3 unified kingdoms in ancient Myanmar. The first one is the
Pagan Kingdom (i H £ 5 ) established by Anawrahta ( fif @Z ) in 1057; then King
Mingyinyo founded the Toungoo Dynasty in the 16th century; the last one is the
Konbaung Dynasty established by Alaungpaya in 1752. Myanmar became the British
colony in the late 19th century. Myanmar has longstanding grudge with Thailand. Thai
chieftains gained independence from the Khmer Empire at Sukhothai ( Z 1] %), which
was established as the first sovereign kingdom by Pho Khun Si Indrathit in 1238. The
Sukhothai Kingdom covers Luang Prabang in Laos, the northern part of Malaysian
Peninsula, Dawei ( + F.), Bago (#)[& ) and Moktama ( & #f) in Myanmar. Then
Thailand experienced the Kingdom of Ayutthaya( fif& {13l ) , the Kingdom of Dhonburi/
Thon Buri( #F i 1) and the Kingdom of Bangkok established in 1782. Although some
ancient kingdoms like Kedah and Langkasuka appeared, only the Kingdom of Melaka
established by Sumatra Prince Parames(FfH £ ) had affected Southeast Asia. Its territory
includes the north Sumatra and almost the whole Malaysian Peninsula, laying a strong
foundation for present-day Malaysia. Malaysia was invaded by Portugal, the Netherlands
and Britain from the 16th century. Malaysia became the French colony in the early 20th
century.

Cambodia, located in the south of the Indo-China Peninsula, is an oriental country
that has ever created splendid ancient civilization. The archaeologists found from 2000
BC to 1000 BC there lived people along the Lake Tonle Sap (i B §%#]) and in the lower
Mekong River valley and delta regions. As the inhabitants, they mixed with the immigrant
Khmer to form Cambodian main ethnic group. The Khmer established the earliest known
kingdom in the area, Funan ( 4k ¥ [ ), around the first century AD. The Funan
Kingdom had developed marine trade, and become the most powerful country in the



