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A BRIEF OF THE FAMOUS WATERCOLOUR

PAINTER =
ZHANG MINGSHENG

hang Mingsheng was born in June. 1940. at Taiping

village. Changning county., Sichuan province. In

1957, he was enrolled in Sichuan Art Academy.
taught by professors Li Youhang and Du Yonggiao. After
graduation in 1961 he worked as an art designer at Yibin Pre-
fectural Song and Dance Ensemble till 1965, then at Yibin
Xinhua Bookstore till 1978. Later he was promoted as head of
Art Department of Yibin Prefectural Art Gallery. Now he is
an outstanding talented artist in Yibin region. a member of the
Chinese Artists’ Association director of Sichuan Artists’ Asso-
ciation, standing vice-chairman of Yibin Artists’ Association
as well as assistant researcher of Yibin Prefectural Art
Gallery.

Mr Zhang has insisted in his work on carrying forward
good traditions. combining them with creative imagination,
looking for new artistic conception, new interest and new
charm. All senses of beauty that are commonly seen but
dispised in reality are the themes he seeks. His technique of
expression is of both form and content, combining Chinese and
Western technique of painting or drawing. Being fresh and
clean. his works are magnificently conceived. with abundent e-
motion. perfect expression and artistic appeal. They are of u-
nique characteristics and highly praised and confirmed by Chi-
nese famous artists such as Yu Feng. Li Shaoyan. Dong Xi-
aoming, Liu Wenxi and Li Huanmin.

Mr Zhang’s works were put on display many times at State
Art Exhibitions and won awards. Many of them have been col-
lected by collectors and art galleries not only in China but in
such countries and areas as USA., Japan. Singapore,
Hongkong and Taiwan. In Oct. 1993, Mr Zhang was invited to
hold an individual exhibition of his own works at Shengzhen
Art Gallery. The same month in 1995 he was again invited to
give lectures and hold exhibitions at Chang-an Artists’
Gallery. Xi-an city and the Xi-an Art Academy.

Mr Zhang’s representative works are .

“The spring rain wakes up the land”. placed on the First
National Watercolor Painting and Chalk Drawing Exhibition
and on the exhibitions in Korea. issued in the national maga-
zine “Art” and stored up by the Chinese Art Exhibition Com-
pany ;

“It rains in time”. on the 7th National Art Exhibition.
and stored up by the Chinese Art Gallery;

“Winter sunset” and “Beautiful spring rain”, on the sec-
ond national Watercolor Painting and Chalk Drawing Exhibi-
tion, with the former winning the excellent award;

“Return”. on the National Grand ’93 Group-Stars Paint-
ing Exhibition;

“Years”, on the 3rd National Watercolor Painting and
Chalk Drawing Exhibition;

“Night View of a city in mid-summer” (joint work). on
saka Art Exhibition. Japan:

“News”. collected by a Japanese collector Mr Zuo-Tian
from a joint stock company :

“Clouds and mist over Xia River” and “Spring rain in a
small town” and the like were collected by the Chinese Exter-
nal Art Exhibition Company and displayed abroad:

“Spring rain in an old town” and the others were prize
works on Sichuan Provincial Art Exhibition.

Mr Zhang’s name with his achievements has been recorded
in the directory of the Chinese Present Famous People in the
Art Field. Chinese Artists’ Almanc 1992. Chinese Present
Artists’ Directory. Chinese Present Famous People Dictio-
nary, etc.

Add: Yibin Prefectural Art Gallery. Sichuan province.

PRC.
Post code . 644000
Tel. :0831—8222257(H)
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ZHANG MINGSHENG

A WATERCOLOR PAINTER OF A UNIQUE

STYLE

he watercolor painting painted by Mr Zhang Mingsheng

is unique in its style as it is originated from the reality .

refined and generalized on the actural life. In the as-
pect of conception he reflects the reality indirectly with the
idea of “making everything as meaningful as possible”; in the
artistic treatment, he makes a good choice of what to take,
what to omit, what to paint in detail and what to paint in
brief ; in the aspect of color, a contrast of warm and cool col-
ors is skillfully used, One can sense the diversities from the
whole consistency; in the aspect of tchnique. reality and imag-
ination are both emphasized simultaneously. the Chinese and
Western painting techniques are shown in harmony in his
works. It is the above factors that make it possible for painting
such a large city so lightly and orderly, making the painting
full of poetic flavor. “Timely Rain” and “Winter sunset” are
the masterpieces of such a kind of paintings. In them the local
characteristics of his hometown Yibin of Sichuan province are
reflected from the description of a set of tile-roofed houses.
The streets view, door and windows, lights and passersby ap-
pear from the sapces between the tile-roofed houses showing
both liveliness and stability. A sense of liveliness can be sensed
from the motionless objects. While staring at the paintings,
the reader may feel like that they are just beside the painter,
walking with him directly into the streets and the houses. No
distance is sensed between the painting and the reader. Mr
Zhang is such a painter who always takes reader into his con-
sideration. It is the distinguishing characteristics that make his
paintings unique in style.

Though originated from the reality, his paintings are not
only a copy of the life. He knows very well what should be
shown what should be omitted, where to add the furnishing
touch and where to put just in brief leaving for the reader’s
imagination. “The spring rain wakes up the land”. “The first
snow in the mountain village”, “Bamboo houses”, “Dawn” all
these works reflect the painter’s such conceptions. In his
paintings, the important parts distiguish themselves from the

By Li Huanmin

less important objects. In using the color. he mainly uses the
neutral colors, but he successfully impresses the reader by his
treatment of warm and cool colors. The elegance and natural-
ness reflected in the use of colors show the painter’s ethical as-
pire. He benefits a lot from the Chinese water ink painting.
After thirty years’ hard work, he has formed his own charac-
teristics.

Born in 1940, Zhang Mingsheng was enrolled in the Fine
Arts Academy of Sichuan Province in 1957. During the school
years. he began to show his talents in the treatment of colors
under the guide of the famous painters Li Youhang and Du
Yongqiao. After many years’ hard work he has achieved
today’s success.

Now Mr zhang is a member of the Sichuan Painters’ Asso-
ciation and the vice chairman of the Painters’ Association of
Yibin Region. His name has been listed in the Chinese
Painters’ Catologue and the “Chinese Painters’ Almanac”. His
works have been exhibited in Japan, Greece. Korea and
Hongkong etc. “The Spring Rain Wakes Up The Land” was ex-
hibited in 1986 in the National Watercolor Painting and Chalk
Drawing Exhibition. “Timely Rain” was exhibited in 1989 in
the 7th National Painting Exhibition (now collected by the Na-
tional Art Gallery). “Winter Sunset” and “Spring Rain” were
exhibited in 1992 in the 2nd National Watercolor Painting and
Chalk Drawing Exhibition. with the former won the prize of
the excellent works. “The Midsummer City” (joint work) was
exhibited in Japan and then collected by External Art Exhibi-
tion Company of China. “Spring Rain in the Ancient City”
won the 2nd prize of the painting Exhibition of Sichuan
province.

Oct. 93, Mr Zhang was invited to hold an individual Wa-
tercolor Painting Exhibition at Shengzhen Art Gallery and
much appreciated by the vice director of Shenzhen Cultural Bu-
reau and chairman of shenzhen Paintings Academy. Mr Dong
Xiaoming. Now Mr Zhang is in his prime years of paintings.
He is sure to make greater progress in the coming years.
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Mist and rain in an old town
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clouds and mist over Wu Gorge
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White dragon crosses the river
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Painting Exhibition and collected by
Chinese Art Gallery

Fe



B (107 X 78cm)

Ferry




EEHHARM (78X 54cm)

h Wood

1rc

Golden b



i% FK B 55 (78 X S54cm)

The time of late autumn



