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Introduction

R D Blackmore
Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born in 1825, the son of a
Church of England priest. He went to school in Tiverton, which
is where we meet John Ridd in the first chapter of this book.

Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then studied
law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a few years, but
poor health forced him to leave London, and he started growing
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the market. At the same time,
he wrote poetry, not very successfully. His first novel, Clara
Vaughan, was much more successful when it appeared in 1864.

His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869. It was
not a great success when it first came out in three volumes.
Some people liked the way the hero, John Ridd, was presented
on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of the country became
clear. They spoke to others about the book, its exciting adven-
tures and its tender love story, and so more people read it. It
became a classic, although neither the writer nor the book-
sellers expected it. And it is still a well-loved classic, often used
today as material for films and television.

It was partly an accident that the novel became a “best-
seller”, A young of the which had prod:




CHAPTER 1}

The Doones

There were three people in the carriage. Who were they?
What had happened to John Ridd's father?

Who were Annic and Lizzie?

Why did John teach himself to use a gun? (Because...)

My name is John Ridd. My home is in Oare, a village in a part
of England called Somerset. My father was a farmer. The farm
came to him from his father; it had been our farm for hundreds
of years. | went to school in Tiverton, | learnt a little at school,
but | left school early.

This is how | left school on the twenty-ninth of November, 1673.

We came out of school at five o’clock. A long line of horses
was coming down the road with soldiers guarding them. The
horses were carrying goods. They were being guarded because
it was said that Tom Faggus was near and might steal the goods.
Tom Faggus was my cousin. He was well known as a high-
wayman.

We all ran to the gate to see the soldiers pass.

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

“Have any of you seen John Ridd?” he asked.

The man was John Fry; he was a servant at our home.

| went forward and spoke to him. “Why have you come at
this time, John?” | asked, “School doesn’t end until next month.
There is a month more of school.”
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. Just then a man with horses came round the corner. :
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. We left Tiverton early in the morning.
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Questions on the Whole Story

These are harder Read the Introduction, and think
hard about the questions before you answer them. Some of
them ask for your opinion, and there is no fixed answer.

1 Can you give the name of
a the hero of the story?
b the heroine?
¢ the hero’s worst enemy?
d Winnie’s owner?
e the most powerful judge in England?
2 Can you give three examples of John Ridd’s skill as a wrestier
and fighter?
3 Answer these questions about Lorna Doone:
a What was her real name?
b Who was her father?
¢ Where did her mother come from?
d What happened to her mother at Watchet?
e Who was her guardian in London?
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§ ALICE IN WONDERLAND

Introduction

Lewis Carroll

People did not expect Charles Lutwidge Dodgson to write
nonsense. He was a well-known and respected teacher of
mathematics at Oxford University from 1854 to 1881. Mathe-
matics, the science of numbers, is a world of logic. In logic, you
reason carefully, working from one certain fact to the next.
There is no nonsense in logic or mathematics.

Perhaps that is why the respected mathematician didn’t
use his own name when, in 1865, he wrote a book of nonsense,
a book which stands logic on its head. As the writer of Alice in
Wonderland, Dodgson called himself Lewis Carroll.

Not that the nonsense in Alice is just foolish. We find it
strange, but it seems to be not wholly unreasonable. It is dream
logic instead of daylight logic, but it is logic — of a kind. That is
partly why grown-up people enjoy it.

Alice sometimes wonders about the logic.

“Does your watch tell you what year it is?”

“No,” Alice answered, “but that’s because it’s the same
year for a very long time.”
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§ ALICE IN WONDERLAND

“And my watch doesn’t tell the time because it’s always tea

time.
Alice wondered about that, but she said nothing.

Sometimes she doesn’t wonder. The reasoning seems all right.

“But | don’t want to meet mad people,” Alice said.

“Oh, there’s no way not to meet them. We're all mad here.
I’'m mad. You’re mad.”

“How do you know I'm mad?” Alice asked.

“You must be mad,” the Cat said. “Everybody who comes
here is mad. Are you going to play croquet with the Queen
today?”

“That would be very nice,” said Alice, “but nobody has
asked me yet.”

But Alice in Wonderland was not written as a book for
grown-ups. It was for children. In 1865 there were certainly
other books that had been written for children and young
people. Nearly all of them were written to teach, and most of
all to teach the readers to be good and to behave well. There
were very few books to make the young reader laugh, and very
few books to take him or her into a world of imagination. Alice
in Wonderland must have been a great surprise.

But are the things that happen in Alice really so surprising?
We—children and grown-ups—have all been in Wonderland
in our dreams. We are not really surprised when Alice changes
her size; we have done that in our own dreams. The Cheshire

Cat appears and disappears. Why not? The playing-caid people
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§ ALICE IN WONDERLAND

are frightening one minute, and “only a pack of cards” the next
minute. Of course. We all know the feeling.

We know the people. We all know at least one fussy man
like the King of Hearts. We could name a person like the Queen
of Hearts, who shouts and gives orders—but doesn’t really
do much harm. We know somebody rather like every one of
the creatures in the book, and we needn’t be surprised at the
things they say and do.

But it was probably very surprising when people found out
that “Lewis Carroll” was really the serious mathematics teacher
Charles Dodgson.
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