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Preface

Nourished by the brilliant history and rich culture of Europe and benefited from
the ideology of peace and union of Europe since the renaissance, it was born in Europe
having been tormented by wars and with its international position like a setting sun,
for more than half a century, it expanded from the first single coal and steel union to
a union covering all economic fields, then to the all-round integration in all fields of
society, politics, diplomacy and security, and further developed to a regional economic
and political organization with the highest degree of integration today, rising as an
important force on the international stage. This is the European Union.

Starting from the official establishment of European Coal and Steel Community
in 1952, then the European Community in 1967 and finally renamed as “European
Union” in 1993, this organization, founded and advanced by the Europeans with their
wisdom and courage after the World War II, has gone through a history of over 60
years. After seven expansions and continual merging, the EU today has 28 member
countries, with a total area of 4.38 million square kilometers and a population of 510
million, and its GDP has reached 18.45 trillion USD, ranking the first in the world.

During 40 years after China established diplomatic relations with EU in 1975,
China developed from a poor and backward country into the second biggest economy
in the world, with comprehensive national power growing substantially, playing a
decisive role in important international and regional affairs. Through 40 years of
development, the China-EU relations also kept on expanding and deepening in
dialogues, exchanges, cooperation and disputes, developing into a composite relation
with very high degree of mutual dependence: EU is the biggest trade partner of China,
and China the second biggest trade partner of EU, with trade volume reaching 615.1
billion US dollars in 2014; at present, China and EU have established dialogue and
negotiation mechanisms in more than 60 areas; the mobility of people of both sides
approached 6 million person-times every year, with nearly 300,000 international
students ... China-EU relations have become one of the most influential bilateral

relations in the world.
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