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Dali, inhabited by the Bai
nationality, is a place with long his-
tory and ancient culture. The his-
torical documents reveal that the
ancestors of Bai people lived in the
Dali area as early as 200 B.C. The
city was once the capital of both the
Nanzhao and the Dali Kingdoms. It
was the business and cultural gate-
way between China and countries
in the Southeast Asia, and the

political, economical and cultural
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center of Yunnan Province.

Today Dali Autonomous Prefecture,
with 1,085 thousand Bai people, is com-
posed of twelve counties and cities includ-
ing Dali, Eryuan, Jianchuan, Heqing,
Bingchuan, Xiangyun, Midu, Nanjian,
Weishan, Yongping, Yangbi and Yunlong.

By 1990, China has a total popula-
tion of 1,590,000 Bai people. Most of them
live in the Dali Autonomous Prefecture and
the rest are scattered in Nujiang, Lijang,
Baoshan, Kungming, Yuanjiang of Yunnan
Province and other provinces, such as

Guizhou and Hunan.
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Bai houses are constructed by materi-
als such as earth, wood and stone. The
houses are usually a three-room structure
with two floors. The main architectural style
Is represented by the beautifully propor-
tioned " three rooms with a screen wall ",
symmetrical " quadrangle with five skylights
"and a design named " six rooms connected
by two courtyards. " The houses are deco-
rated with clay sculpture, woodcuts,
paintings, carvings, and various designs of
colorful bricks, and the doors are capped
with amazing decorative pavilions and
screen walls. Some of the typical local resi-
dences of Xizhou in Dali are chosen to be

on the list of national assets for protection .
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