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PREFACE

Being an important sculptor for the art history of China during the 20th century and one of the founders of new
China's sculpture cause, Zhang Songhe had long been famous for making the relief sculpture of the Guerrilla War
Against Japan on the Monument to the People's Heroes and the statue of Chairman Mao and Lu Xun.

Zhang Songhe, born on October 10, 1912, a native Dongguan People of Guangdong Province, who was admitted
by Guangdong Municipal College of Fine Art in 1930. Later in 1936, he joined the forth division of the second corps
of the National Army and appointed as a lieutenant and a staff member of art section responsible for drawing and
compiling the Pictorial Magazine used for propaganda purpose during Anti—Japanese War. After that, in 1938, he joined
the Communist Party of China while serving in Dongjiang Anti—Japanese Column and having successively held the
posts of the district head for Anti—Japanese and Democratic movement, the Director of the combined area, the Deputy
Commander of the third battle—front stationed at South Bank of Dongjiang River where he was mainly responsible
for compiling the Maich Express and Mateh FPrietoria/ Magazine. After the founding of the nation, he was engaging
in sculpture creation in Beijing People's Studio for Fine Art, Beijing Fine Art Company, Beijing Fine Art Academy
one after another, including acting as the CPPCC member of the 5th, 6th and 7th CPPCC National Committee. In the
1960s, he was awarded with the title of being the Country's Expert with outstanding contributions and for which he was
entitled to enjoy the special allowance given by the State Council. On July 28, 2005, he died in his hometown Dongguan
at the age of 93.

Statue of leaders and revolutionary heroes were the focus of Zhang Songhe's sculptures. The sculpture works
he created are not only widely enjoyed by the general mass, but also believed to be indispensable masterpieces to art
history of the new China and carriers of the collective memories of several generations. Many forms of art, such as
oil painting, traditional Chinese painting and seal carving can be found among his works and moreover, he was also
good at poetic creation. At the centennial celebration of Zhang Songhe's Birth, with the combined efforts from Beijing
Fine Art Academy, Dongguan Political Consultative Conference and Lingnan Fine Art Institute is going to plan and
hold a retrospective of Zhang Songhe's Works under the name of a Soul Cast by Loyalty, an exhibition that is aimed at
the demonstration of the life and artistic achievements of an artist, who is recorded by China's history in the 1900s,
an age of rapid change, through a number of materials represented by sculptures, paintings, calligraphies, seals,

manuscripts, literatures, monuments, etc.

Lingnan Fine Art Institute
December 28, 2012
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