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Preface

It is unknown when people started to use maps in their daily lives. From the location and direction depicted
on shattered potteries and rotten papyruses discovered by archaeologists, maps could be traced back to more
than six thousand years ago, about two or three thousand years earlier than extant recognizable historical

documents of visual images or literature.

Maps have long existed as an auxiliary means or proof in many scientific studies. In other words, even
though maps were invented and well-functioned long ago, they had never become an independent science. Their
ultimate function is still only limited to "complementing history with maps" and "getting a picture from the
map, and rationale from the book". This is the limit of maps, because there is no word in maps. They depend on
map-readers to translate them into historical documents. Therefore, in terms of historical documents, maps are

always defined as assistant materials.

However, map study has boomed in recent years. It gradually becomes an independent science. Researchers
interpret maps from their style, aesthetic appeal, school, time and historical significance of cartography. They
conduct comprehensive study from pictorial representation to historical significance behind the scene. When
maps become the main study subject for young generations to understand ancestors, their importance thus

increases significantly.

The National Palace Museum has an abundant and diverse collection of historical cartography with different
styles, which have always been admired by academic institutions and museums home and abroad. In recent
years, researchers and scholars from abroad visit the Museum to apply for reading maps. Since most of these
maps were treasured by the Qing dynasty, or attachments of the memorial copies from the Grand Council
archives, outsiders have had few opportunities to see them before the Museum initiated Digital Archives
Program. After the Program was put into place for nearly a decade, maps archives have been completed
and can have image output for map readers to appreciate’ and to study. As staff of the Department of Rare
Books and Historical Documents compiles map archives; a series of exhibitions have been conducted, such as
"Administering Rivers Is Like Governing a State: A Special Exhibition of River Engineering Plans and Related
Archival Materials from the Qing Dynasty" in 2004, "Outlining Geographical Expanse with a Brush: Historical
Maps in the Collections of the National Palace Museum" in 2008, "The Lost Frontier: Treaty Maps that
Changed Qing's Northwestern Boundaries" in 2010, "Canal Is Formed When Water Comes: Qing Archival
and Cartographical Materials on River Engineering in the National Palace" in 2012 and "Mapping the Imperial
Realm: an Exhibition of Historical Maps" upcoming on September 29, 2012. They provide an opportunity for
ancient cartography and map lovers and researchers to have a dialogue, and also the general public to gain more

knowledge about historical cartography. Thus, only select few have the privilege to see these maps.

The present exhibition features a selection of 54 river, mountain, sea, and territorial border maps made during
the Ming and Qing dynasties and is divided into three units: "Charting the Rivers", "Marking the Borders" and
"Guarding the Seas". They are presented in two different time lines to show their historical significance and

cartography skills. It is worth looking forward to. With this in mind, I have thus prepared this preface.

'Fw? "fna,—Chuq

Director, National Palace Museum
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