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Work in groups of three or four people to prepare a speech entitled “My University

Life. ” A representative will be selected by each group to deliver the speech to the whole

class. The speech should be limited to 3-5 minutes.

ING1 &
A. Look at the title, Tick (./) the topics you think the writer might discuss,
How can a person become President of the United States.
What does the President of the United States usually do.
Whether it’s possible for a young person to be a future President of

the United States.

You can be President of the United States

George W.Bush

@ President Levin, thank you very much. Dean Brodhead, fellows of the 0
Yale Corporation, fellow Yale parents, families, and graduates: It's a
special privilege to receive this honorary degree. 1 was proud 33 years ago

to receive my first Yale degree; I'm even prouder that in your eyes I've
earned this one. 5 3
@ 1 congratulate my fellow honorees, I'm pleased to share this honor

with such a distinguished group. I'm particularly pleased to be here with

my friend, the former President of Mexico.

® 1 congratulate all the parents who are here. It's a glorious day when

your child graduates from college. It’s a great day for you; it’s a great day 0

for your wallet. Most important, congratulations to the class of 2001. To

001
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those of you who received honors, awards, and distinctions, I say, well

done. And to the C students I say, you, too, can be President of the
United States. A Yale degree is worth a lot, as I often remind Dick Cheney—

who studied here, but left a little early. So now we know: if you graduate (’
from Yale, you become President; if you drop out, you get to be Vice
President, I appreciate so very much the chance to say a few words on this
occasion, I know Yale has a tradition of having no commencement speaker.

I also know that you've carved out a single exception. Most people think

that to speak at Yale's commencement, you have to be President. But over 0
the years, the specifications have become far more demanding. Now you

have to be a Yale graduate; you have to be President, and you have had to

have lost the Yale vote to Ralph Nader.

@ This is my first time back here in quite a while. I'm sure that each of

you will make your own journey back at least a few times in your life, If 0
you're like me, you won't remember everything you did here. That can be a

good thing. But there will be some people and some moments you will

never forget.

@ Take, for example, my old classmate Dick Brodhead, the accomplished

dean of this great university. I remember him as a young scholar, a bright 0
lad—hard worker. We both put a lot of time in at the Sterling Library, in

the reading room, where they have those big leather couches. We had a
mutual understanding. Dick wouldn’t read aloud, and I wouldn't snore.

® Our course selections were different, as we followed our own path to
academic discovery. Dick was an English major and loved the classics. 1 0
loved history and pursued a diversified course of study. I like to think of it

as the academic road less traveled.

@ For example, I took a class that studied Japanese haiku. Haiku, for

the uninitiated, is a 15th century form of poetry, each poem having 17
syllables. Haiku is fully understood only by the Zen masters. As I recall, 0
one of my academic advisers was worried about my selection of such a
specialized course, He said 1 should focus on English. T still hear that quite

often. But my critics don’t realize T don’t make verbal gaffes. I'm speaking

in the perfect forms and rhythms of ancient haiku.

@ 1 did take English here, and I took a class called “The History and 0
Practice of American Oratory,” taught by Rollin G. Osterwies. And
President Levin, I want to give credit where credit is due. I want the entire

world to know this: everything I know about the spoken word, I learned right
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here at Yale. As a student, I tried to keep a low profile. It worked. Last
year The New York Times interviewed John Morton Blum because the
record showed I had taken one of his courses. Casting his mind’s eye over
the parade of young faces down through the years, Professor Blum said,
and I quote, “I don’t have the foggiest recollection of him.”

© But I remember Professor Blum. And I still recall his dedication and
high standards of learning. In my time there were many great professors at
Yale, and there still are. They're the ones who keep Yale going after the
commencements, after we have all gone our separate ways. I'm not sure I
remembered to thank them the last time I was here, but now that I have a
second chance, I thank the professors of Yale University.

@ That's how I've come to feel about the Yale experience, grateful. I
studied hard. I played hard, and I made a lot of lifelong friends. What
stays with you from college is the part of your education you hardly ever
notice at the time. It’s the expectations and examples around you, the
ideals you believe in, and the friends you make.

@® In my time, they spoke of the “Yale man.” 1 was really never sure
what that was, but I do think that I'm a better man because of Yale. All
universities, at their best, teach that degrees and honors are far from the
full measure of life. Nor is that measure taken in wealth or in titles. What
matters most are the standards you live by, the consideration you show
others, and the way you use the gifts you are given.

® Now you leave Yale behind, carrying the written proof of your success
here, at a college older than America. When I left here, I didn't have much
in the way of a life plan. I knew some people who thought they did, but it
turned out that we were all in for ups and downs, \most of them
unexpected, Life takes its own turns, makes its own demands, writes its
own story, and along the way, we start to realize we are not the author.
We begin to understand that life is ours to live but not to waste and that the
greatest rewards are found in the commitments we make with our whole
hearts—to the people we love and to the causes that earn our sacrifice. I
hope that each of you will know these rewards. I hope you will find them in
your own way and your own time,

® For some, that might mean some time in public service. And if you

hear that calling, I hope you answer. Each of you has unique gifts, and you

were given them for a reason. Use them and share them. Public service is
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the author, background knowledge and some words.
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one way, an honorable way, to mark your life with meaning.
@ Today I visit not only my alma mater, but the city of my birth. My life
began just a few blocks from here, but 1 was raised in west Texas. From
there, Yale always seemed a world away, maybe a part of my future. Now
it's a part of my past, and Yale for me is a source of great pride.
@® I hope that there will come a time for you to return to Yale to say that
and to feel as I do. And I hope you won't wait as long. Congratulations,
and God bless!

(1,186 words)

Read and draw T or F according to your understanding,

2

1. The title “You can be President of the United States” means that every President

of the United States must have been a Yale man.
2. Bush was one of the C students at Yale.

3. Cheney has got the Yale degree.

4. Dick Brodhead was one of Bush's classmates, and he worked much harder than

Bush at that time.

5. Haiku is a 15th century form of Japanese poetry, consisting of 17 moras.

6. Professor Blum said that he didn’t have the foggiest recollection of Bush. It

implied that Bush was not an excellent student at Yale.

7. Professor Blum revealed his modesty and generosity.

. Work in pairs. Answer the following questions briefly.

1. What do you think is the goal of going to college? Do you think Bush was an

excellent student at Yale? Why or why not?
2. How do you understand the title of the text?

3. What does Bush mean by “it’s a great day for your wallet”?

4. “A Yale degree is worth a lot. ” Do you agree to this? Can you give some examples?

In this part you are to look for information in as many sources as you can find about

You may want to consider:

the

Internet, the library. encyclopedia, magazines and periodicals, dictionaries, textbooks,

newspapers, etc.




A. Complete the author information sheet with the information you find.

B.

Questions Answers

What is the name of the author? George W. Bush

When and where was he born?

Where did he grow up?

Where did he go to college?

Has he ever been to China?

What’s your point of view on his

presidency? Give your reasons.

Find the following words in a dictionary and complete the table. Add 2 more of your

own choice,

Words Part of speech Meanings

privilege

glorious

distinction

commitment

academic

recall

SOLIDATION |~

e S

Vocabulary

A,

Use the context in Reading 1 to help you match the words in Column A with their

definitions in Column B.

A B
1. graduate (L. 2) a. an academic exercise in which diplomas are conferred
2. glorious (L. 9) b. the ability to recall past occurrences

3. commencement (L. 18) c. person who has completed a course at an educational

institution
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4. scholar (L. 30) d. the school one graduated from
5. oratory (L. 46) e. the act of binding yourself to a course of action
6. consideration (L.69) {. honorable

7. alma mater (L. 86) g. the giving up of sth. of great value to oneself for a

special purpose

8. recollection (L. 53) h. addressing an audience formally
9. commitment (L. 78) i. a learned person
10. sacrifice (L. 79) j. the process of giving careful thought to something

. Complete the sentences. using the phrases given. Make changes where necessary,

A

to carve out quite a while  to keep a low profile  at one’s best
to make a gaffe  to live by ups and downs
1.1 hadn’t seen Kate in , but she hadn't changed much.
2. Some writers are when working to a plan.
3. You'd better until the trouble over your activities is past.
4, He tried to writing, but it did not provide a good enough
income,

5. Cheer up! Every one must have his share of the

6. Mary drank a lot and at the party.
7. John managed to a successful photographic career for himself.
Sentences

A. Paraphrase the following sentences in your own words. Line numbers have been

provided in brackets to help you locate the sentences,

1. 1 was proud 33 years ago to receive my first Yale degree; I'm even prouder that
in your eyes I've earned this one. (L. 3)

2. It's a great day for you; it’s a great day for your wallet. (L. 10)

3. And to the C students I say, you, too, can be President of the United States. (L.13)

4. This is my first time back here in quite a while. (L. 24)

5. All universities, at their best, teach that degrees and honors are far from the full

measure of life. Nor is that measure taken in wealth or in titles. (L. 66)

B. Translate the following sentences into English using the words or phrases in the brackets,

1. ERHE, AR S EE. (to drop out)
2. WARBRMOEE MAKATREN H—FF . (to carve out)
3. MBELMIBENHNAE— T BABH IR ZRINHTE—HIBEMRERE.

( to cast one's eyes over )
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A A BEMNE N LTI —LHREMMER. (accomplished)
5. 2 FFEMMES X EHMRITEIFHLAT DI OEFEIR . (initiate)
Grammar
The following sentences are taken from the passage. Study the underlined parts.
Most people think that to speak at Yale's commencement, you have to be
President. (L.19)
Everything I know about the spoken word, I learned right here at Yale. (L. 48)

We say that somebody is at college; we also say that somebody is at an event. Here
are some examples;

Were there many people at the meeting?

1 saw Jack at a football match.

We usually use at when we say where an event takes place. Here are some
examples:

We went to a concert at the Royal Festival Hall.

The meeting took place at the company’s headquarters.

A, Complete these sentences with in. at or on.

1. I didn't see you the party on Saturday. Where were you?
2. The exhibition the Museum of Modern Art finished
Saturday.
3. Paul lives London. He's a student London University.
4. We've got two children school, and one kindergarten.
5. She said that she met him a concert yesterday.
6. The film I want to see is showing the Odeon (cinema).,
7. 1 don’t know where my umbrella is, Perhaps I left it the bus.

B. Multiple choices,

1. seeing the damage he had done, the child left ashamed.
a) On b) In ¢) By d) At
2. The last time we had a family reunion was my brother’s wedding

ceremony four years ago.
a) on b) in ¢) by d) at
3. He decided to make further improvements on the computer's design

the light of the requirements of customers.

a) on b) in c) by d) at
4, the lawyer's opinion, the case should not go to trial.
a) On b) In c) By d) At

5. She’ll be work on Friday.




