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Preface

Chonggqing is a municipality with an ancienthistory. There are still footprints left by people of ancient Sichuanin
its old townships and villages. Dachang Town, which is believed to be the capital of ancient Sichuan, has preserved its
original beauty after centuries of change andwars. However, the town was flooded with the building the Three Gorges
Dam. Because of large-scale relocation and reconstruction, the ancient enchantment is gone forever a loss for human
history.

Ancient Gongtan Town experienced similar relocation in the modemization process and social development.

As for other small and non-famous towns, time has driven them into oblivion. Due to lack of awareness for
protecting ancient architectures, many towns suffered serious damage; some have disappeared.

I was born and grew up in Chongqing; hence, 1 have my deep attachment to it. In particular, ancient buildings,
old towns and cultural relics are my favorites. Wandering around in the old streets and lanes always brings gives me
joy and excitement.

Several years ago, | began traveling around in thesetowns, collecting data and drawing pictures of them. After
years of work, I finished a series of pen-drawings of these scenes, among many other paintings. As of now, I have
traveled 10,000 kilometers throughout 26 towns and have finally completed the Elegance of Chongqing Townships,
which consists of more than 120 paintings. Through these works, I hope to do my part for the preservation and rescue
these cultural relics.

Kuang Xiangjun
January, 2015
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Xinghui Gate Tower, Anju Town

This stone gatetower south of the town is the tallest gate tower
in town; people often use it for a better view to enjoy the
moonlight.
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Yinfeng Gate Tower, Anju Town

Though the construction date is unsure, it was built sometime
during the Ming Dynasty(1368-1644). One of the well-
preserved ancient city gate towers in Chongging, it got the
name Yinfeng (Attracting Phoenix) from nearby Feifeng (Flying
Phoenix) Mountain.
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Town God Temple, Anju Town
Built in 1481 during the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) at the foot of

a mountain, the temple features a central roof with upturned
eaves.
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Site of Huangpu Military Academy, Anju Town

During the War of Resistance Against the Japanese (1937-
1945), Huangpu Military Academy was moved from Nanjing to
Chengdu. Later, training classes were organized in Bachuan,
Anju and Hufeng towns of Tongliang County. The site in Anju
Town is the only one remaining.




