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Preface

I was born by Luoshui River, Henan Province. During the past thousand years, many historical events have
occurred in this area. [ grew up listening to stories of these events and it made me fond of listening to historical sto-
ries, reading history books and drawing historic subjects. This is the reason I made the sketches for this book.

I chose to sketch the historical heritage of the northern Henan, because I studied and worked in Xinxiang for
more than 15 years and it has become my second hometown. For the sake of my work, I have been to almost the
entire northern region of Henan during the past fifteen years and gotten endless creative inspiration there from.

The Northern Henan region refers to the 6 cities located north of the Huanghe River, including Anyang, Xinx-
iang, Jiaozuo, Puyang, Hebi and Jiyuan. The region borders Shanxi Provinceand Taihang Mountain on the east and
borders Hebei Province and the Zhang River to the south. The southern and eastern part of this region also borders
Luoyang, Zhengzhou and Kaifeng. The long history, rich culture and beautiful natural environment make it a won-
derful resource,

Impressed by the splendid history of the ancient buildings, I deplore the fact that many other cultural relics
were not well preserved. Some of them lie exposed in the wilderness; others are in ruins. It is like having to say
farewell to old friends in the sunset. I can only make my humble effort to sketch what I see, what I feel and hope-
fully draw the attention of society to this issue.

The sketches in this book are a result ofmy investigation and in-person drawing of what I saw. Some were
drawn on site and some were drawn afterwards at home. The sketches are divided into six parts of one city each; I
have tried record the main historic relics of each city.

In the editing process, the pictures of historic stories passed through my mind one by one. Nothing makes me
happier than showing each brick and tile, every tree and bush through my pen. While experiencing this happiness, I
would like to thank my family and friends who supported and encouraged me. Knowing my descriptive and draw-
ing skills are not perfect, I'd appreciate your comments and corrections.

Wang Feng
December, 2014
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Seven Generations Living Together Arch (1)

Built' at Yinmakou, Xinxiang City, as a gift from Qing Emperor
Daoguang (1821-1850) to official Zhao Ke's seven generations
living together in 1824, this bluestone delicately carved struc-
ture imitating wood is10 meters high and 8.5 meters wide.
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Seven Generations Living Together
Arch (2)

The carvings of 24 lions around the
arch are exquisite, unique and viv-
id.




