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Preface

This book is a “12th Five-Year” innovation textbook for higher education in
Chinese medicine. It is the first English textbook in the field of Chemistry of
Chinese Materia Medica (title from Chinese Terms in Traditional Chinese Medicine
and Pharmacy). It is prepared on the basis of Chinese textbooks on Chemistry of
Chinese Materia Medica and English books related to natural products. This book is
aimed mainly at undergraduate students in Chinese Materia Medica Specialty and
other related disciplines. It will also be beneficial to those engaged in
pharmaceutical and plant-based industries.

This book contains 13 chapters and appendices. The first 12 chapters provide the
fundamental knowledge on Chemistry of Chinese Materia Medica. The last chapter
devotes to examples of 32 commonly used Chinese herbs, including brief
background information, main chemical constituents, and important quality control
information. Appendices contain a glossary, a list of Latin names, and abbreviations
for commonly used solvents.

The comprehensive work has called for collaborative effort of specialists from
12 universities, namely the Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, Guangzhou
University of Chinese Medicine, Tianjin University of Traditional Chinese Medicine,
Fujian University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Changchun University of
Chinese Medicine, Liaoning University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Hubei
University of Chinese Medicine, Capital Medical University, Jiangxi University of
Traditional Chinese Medicine, Shanxi University of Chinese Medicine, Gansu
University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, and Guiyang College of Traditional
Chinese Medicine. Here I would like to express my gratitude to all the leaders of the
aforementioned universities and colleges for their tremendous support to the editors.

I am particularly grateful to Professor ZHAI Shuangqing, vice president of
Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, for his encouragement and guidance.

Without his help, publication of this textbook would not have been possible. I am also



deeply indebted to Dr. ZHU Henian for his support of the many editorial meetings for
this book. I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to Prof. YAN Yonghong, Prof.
TANG Minke, Prof. NI Jian, Prof. DONG Ling, and LI Gongyu of the Beijing
University of Chinese Medicine, Prof. XIE Ming and Prof. CAI Qian of the Liaoning
University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, and my graduate students FEI Ye, FU
Shenzhen, SONG Panhong, DAI Wentao, ZHANG Peng, and others for proofreading
and helping me with editorial meeting arrangement. Finally, I want to acknowledge
hundreds of students I have taught over the years, who unknowingly have
encouraged me to write this textbook.

We all hope readers will give us suggestions for future improvement.

GAO Zengping, Ph.D., Professor
Beijing University of Chinese Medicine
Feb. 10th, 2014
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