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CMODULE

The Correct Word

INTRODUCTION

Words are the building blocks of writing;
therefore, a good command of them is cruci-
al. Choice of words is a very important issue
in writing, so this unit focuses on choosing
the correct word to express an idea. When we
talk about the correct word, we mean the
meaning of the word fits the idea that is to be
expressed. Words have many types of mean-
ings, namely, denotation, connotation, affec-
tive meaning, collocative meaning, etc. The
denotation of a word refers to its literal mean-
ing, the meaning found in the dictionary, and
to many foreign language learners, it seems
to be the only meaning a word has. Actually
this concept is wrong. Many words have con-
notative meanings, the implied or suggested
meaning. And some words also have affective
meanings which show the attitude of the writ-
er — whether he/she thinks favorably or unfa-

vorably of something. Words similar in deno-
tative meanings can be diverse in connotative
and affective meanings and students must be
aware of that. The last type of meaning is col-
locative meaning, which refers to the meaning
a word has in a set combination with other
words. Collocation may pose a big problem to
students, but it is impossible for us to dis-
cuss it at length here. What we intend to do
in this unit is to enhance students’ awareness
of its importance and caution them against
mistakes in this aspect.

In this unit, we also deal with a very im-
portant grammatical feature — subject-verb
agreement. It is our purpose to point out
some troublesome areas and help our
students learn in practice.

In the last part of this unit, students will
learn how to write a simple note.
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R~ Warm-up Activities
Suggestions for teaching

The warm-up writing exercise mainly deals with connotation and words that indicate attitudes.
Students may encounter various expressions revealing attitudes toward AIDS, many of which may
have rich connotative meanings. This is not an entirely free writing exercise. Students must pay
attention to the selection of words and the way the paragraph is developed, though organization is
not the focal point here.

Students’ works will be used later for consolidating their learning throughout this unit.

* Focus

Denotation and (onnotation

Suggestions for teaching

Students are expected to learn that the meaning of a word is multi-faceted, and one facet is its
connotation. This is the meaning a foreign language learner may find difficult to grasp; therefore,
it deserves more attention.

Suggested answers to the questions

If it 1s your teacher, most probably you will choose b, as the word portly has an implicaton of a
more or less dignified and imposing appearam.:e (e.g. an elderly gentleman, large and portly). How-
ever, if it is a doorkeeper, an amiable middle-aged woman, you may choose the word plump as it
implies a pleasing fullness of figure (e.g. the plump goddesses of Renaissance paintings) . From this ex-
ercise we can conclude that words that share the same denotative meanings can be diverse in their

-

connotative meanings.

Reference for the Classroom Activities

These activities can be used for either individual or group work.

1. father: the male parent. It connotes support and sternness; it also connotes protection but in a
serious fashion.

wildflower: uncultivated plant; it connotes vitality and pleasantness.

gold  a precious yellow metal L wealth, value, preciousness, etc. ‘ Silence is gold.

~- (>t; i)e -‘é011ﬁnﬁed)
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3. 1) In the West, every male person has the good qualities of males, such as bravery, spirit,

and toughness.

2) Anyway, she has the characteristics of a woman, such as frailty and delicacy.

dittitude
Suggestions for teaching

The correct use of emotionally loaded words is another very important issue in word selection.
The teacher should call students’ attention to them. During the classroom activities, the teacher

can ask students to make sentences with some of the words to consolidate what they have learn-
ed.

Reference for the Classroom Activities

1.
‘ unique, quaint strange bizarre, abnormal
| resolute, steadfast smbbom dogged | pigheaded
complimenr (u.) | pmue, wmmmd ﬂatrer : I:rk one’s boots |
; 777777 fcmur an’en_‘kﬂ - “1] *ﬂ,,,_,,,,o,l,q, person . } ﬁ)sul ﬁj
Lo b“h“l‘“ gl | sedesmean Il spinster |

2. 1) unique 2) pigheaded 3) flattered 4) fossil 5) spinster
3. Ask students to compare their writings in the Warm-up Activities, point out words or phrases
that show attitudes or feelings and then check if they are used correctly.

Collocation

Suggestions for teaching
Collocation has long been a troublesome problem in foreign language learning. Students should
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be on the alert for it and build up their own bank of collocations. When teaching collocation, it
may prove effective for the teacher to employ the method of contrastive analysis, i.e. to compare
the target language with the mother tongue of the students, and enhance their awareness of the
differences.

Suggcsted answers to the exercises

a. do somebody a favor b. do somebody good
c. make a gesture d. do evil
e. do harm f. make an effort

Reference for the Classroom Activities

1. 1) D 2) D 3) A 4) B 5) C 6) C 7) B
2. Now ask students to pay special attention to the collocations in their writings.

False Friends

Suggestions for teaching

“False friends” is a tricky and easily overlooked area in writing. The purpose of this section is to
raise students’ awareness of their existence in English and caution them against confusion.

Suggested answers to the questions

The misunderstanding occurs due to the use of homonyms or false friends — flour and flower,
ground (as the past participle of the verb grind) and ground ( meaning the solid surface of the
earth). In this excerpt, the use of false friends adds a humorous effect to the text.

Reference for the Classroom Activities

1. The false friends are lie meaning to keep one’s body in a flat position, and fie meaning to say
something dishonest.
2. 1) Your fever rose yesterday.
2) That racket is bad enough to make Aunt Ella’s eyebrows raised.
3) Jack has been lying around all day.
4) The soldiers laid aside their weapons.
5) A heavy fog lay over the land.
6) White stationery is always appropriate.
7) Is that table stationary, or can it be moved to another corner of the room?
8) It 1s easier to talk about a principle than to live by it.
9) Our principal played on the faculty football team against the school all-stars.
3. Some other false friends:

Sfair vs. fare



It's not fair to put all the blame on him.
Bus fares are going up again.

passed vs. past
I passed the landlady on the stairs this morning.

Several boys went past us on mountain bikes.

intense vs. intensive
She suddenly felt an intense pain in her stomach.

He took an intensive course on English.

farther vs. further
The fog’s so thick; I can’t see farther than about five meters.
Every day she sinks further and further into depression.

PART Ili &

Subject-Uarb dgreement

Subject-verb agreement is a very complicated issue and it is not our intention to cover all the
ground in this unit. What we attempt to do here is to bring students’ attention to some points
particularly tricky and let them learn by practice. The method used in the grammar section of this
book is the discovery approach — to let students find out their own answers. Hopefully this can
raise students’ interest in learning grammar and sharpen their inductive skills.

When the subject is compound

Suggested answers to the exercises

1. A compound subject with and takes a plural verb in most cases, but when it
expresses a singular meaning or when each of the singular subjects is consid-
ered individually, it takes a singular verb.

2. After a compound subject with or, nor, either ... or ... , neither ... nor ...,
not ... but ..., the verb agrees in number and person with the nearer part of the subject.

3. Intervening phrases or clauses not introduced by coordinating conjunctions do not affect the
number of a verb. Such phrases are normally introduced by prepositions or prepositional phra-

ses such as as well as, as much as, rather than, along with, in addition to, together with, with, plus,
and including.



