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Summary

Angkor, located in Siem Reap of northwestern Cambodia, is an ensemble of religious, architectural and ar-
tistic remains of the ancient Khmer Empire. It includes the sites of capitals of the Khmer Empire from the 9" to
the 15" century as well as the sites of numerous temples that are spotted in an area of more than 400 square kilo-
meters. These temples substantiate the architectural and artistic achievements of the ancient Khmer Empire in a
concentrated way. In 1992, the Angkor complex was inscribed on the World Heritage List by the UNESCO.

In2007, after the successful completion of the Angkor conservation assistance project ( phase 1), under
which the Chinese government provided assistance for the conservation and restoration of Chau Say Tevoda,
based on joint consultation, the Chinese and Cambodian governments selected the site of Ta Keo Temple to con-
tinue the project (phase II). The same year, the State Administration of Cultural Heritage and related Cambo-
dian parties signed the cooperation agreement on the project. Under the instruction of the State Administration of
Cultural Heritage, the APSARA Authority and the International Coordinating Committee for the Safeguarding
and Development of the Historic Site of Angkor (ICC — Angkor) , the Chinese side organized related profession-
als to conduct comprehensive the preparatory survey and research of the site of Ta Keo Temple in accordance
with relevant international cultural heritage protection rules such as the Angkor Charter and successful experience
of China in cultural heritage conservation. The work followed the principle that the conservation and restoration
process should be completely based on scientific research and combined measures should be adopted to save re-
mains at risk and make reinforcement, deal with dangerous situations and carry out partly maintenance and over-
all restoration. The survey and research covered the fields of architecture, archaeology, structural engineering,
geotechnical engineering and conservation science, generating more than 20 various research reports, with re-
markable achievements. It provided research basis and technical support for later preparation of engineering and
technical plans for the conservation and restoration of the temple as well as guarantee for the smooth implementa-
tion of the project.

So far, the project for theconservation and restoration of the Ta Keo Temple has been basically completed.
This book is edited based on the summarization and improvement of the achievements made in the preparatory
research, plan design and repair and construction stages. It consists of eight chapters: Brief Introduction to Ta
Keo Temple, Research on Architectural Style and Structure, Survey and Evaluation of Present State of Protec-
tion, Design for Restoration Project, Restoration Project, Monitoring of Structural Deformation of Buildings and
Prevention Measures, Filing of Project Data, and Conclusion. Chapter I mainly includes an introduction to the
site of Ta Keo Temple, the background, objectives, significance and details of the project, and the history of

the discovery of the heritage site and previous protection and research efforts. Chapter I and Chapter IIT include
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Summary

a conclusion of early — stage work for the restoration of Ta Keo Temple, including research on the architectural
style and structure of the temple and the survey and evaluation of present state of protection. Historical docu-
ments, field surveys and archaeological data were based to make analysis of the overall layout of the temple and
the architectural features of typical individual structures. The survey and evaluation of present state of protection
include environmental survey, geotechnical investigation, stone analysis and damage survey. Chapters IV, V,
VI, VII and VIII describe the implementation process of the project. Chapter IV focuses on design goals, basis
and principles as well as technical plans for conservation and restoration of the buildings. Chapter V introduces
early preparation and technical measures for the project. Chapter VI provides an introduction to the monitoring
of structural deformation of the buildings and related reinforcement and prevention measures. Chapter VII delin-
eates the collection and filing of project data. Chapter VIII includes analyses of technical difficulties under the
project, project management and organization, presentation and publicity as well as international cooperation
and exchanges.

The bookis a significant outcome of the project for the conservation and restoration of Ta Keo Temple under
the assistance of the Chinese government. It is not only a milestone for the conservation and restoration of Ta
Keo Temple, but also a good example for the conservation and restoration of other similar historical sites in Ang-
kor and even other stone buildings all over the world. The book is also a witness to the friendship between Chi-
nese and Cambodian peoples. It is believed that, through the joint efforts of the cultural heritage protectors of
the two countries, more remarkable achievements will be made in the conservation and restoration of the Angkor

complex, and the world cultural heritage will get better protected.
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