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Introduction

R D Blackmore
Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born in 1825, the son of a
Church of England priest. He went to school in Tiverton, which
is where we meet John Ridd in the first chapter of this book.

Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then studied
law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a few years, but
poor health forced him to leave London, and he started growing
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the market. At the same time,
he wrote poetry, not very successfully. His first novel, Clara
Vaughan, was much more successful when it appeared in 1864.

His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869. It was
not a great success when it first came out in three volumes.
Some people liked the way the hero, John Ridd, was presented
on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of the country became
clear. They spoke to others about the book, its exciting adven-
tures and its tender love story, and so more people read it. It
became a classic, although neither the writer nor the book-
sellers expected it. And it is still a well-loved classic, often used
today as material for films and television.

It was partly an accident that the novel became a “best-
seller”. A young ber of the which had




CHAPITER 3

The Doones

+ QuESTIONS seroRE ReAv

» There were three people in the carriage. Who were they?
» What had happened to John Ridd's father?
»  Who were Annie and Lizzie?

»  Why did John teach himself to use a gun? (Because...)

FLORNL IOGNE

My name is John Ridd. My home is in Oare, a village in a part
of England called Somerset. My father was a farmer. The farm
came to him from his father; it had been our farm for hundreds
of years. | went to school in Tiverton. | learnt a little at school,
but | left school early.

This is how | left school on the twenty-ninth of November, 1673.

We came out of school at five o’clock. A long line of horses
was coming down the road with soldiers guarding them. The
horses were carrying goods. They were being guarded because
it was said that Tom Faggus was near and might steal the goods.
Tom Faggus was my cousin. He was well known as 2 high-
wayman.

We all ran to the gate to see the soldiers pass.

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

“Have any of you seen John Ridd?” he asked.

The man was John Fry; he was a servant at our home.

| went forward and spoke to him. “Why have you come at
this time, John?” | asked, “School doesn’t end until next month.
There is a month more of school”
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Just then a man with horses came round the corner.
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We left Tiverton early in the morning.
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Questions on the Whole Story

These are harder Read the ion, and think
hard about the questions before you answer them. Some of
them ask for your opinion, and there is no fixed answer.

1 Can you give the name of
a the hero of the story?
b the heroine?
¢ the hero’s worst enemy?
d Winnie’s owner?
e the most powerful judge in England?
2 Can you give three examples of John Ridd's skill as a wrestler
and fighter?
3 Answer these questions about Lorna Doone:
a What was her real name?
b Who was her father?
¢ Where did her mother come from?
d What happened to her mother at Watchet?
e Who was her guardian in London?
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| THREE GREAT PLAYS OF SHAKESPEARE

Introduction

William Shakespeare

The most famous writer of plays in the English language was
born in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1564, six years after Elizabeth |
became Queen of England. We know him as the writer of thirty-
nine plays, of which at least thirty-four are still regularly seen
on the stage. We believe that he was also the poet who wrote
154 sonnets (fourteen-line poems), many of great beauty, and
some longer poems.

Rather surprisingly, we don’t know very much about the
man himself. We think he went to the grammar school in Strat-
ford. If so, he probably had a good education, especially in Latin.
The next thing we know is that he married Anne Hathaway in
1582, and they had three children: Suzanna (born in 1583) and
a boy and a girl (Hamnet and Judith) born at the same time in
1585.

After that, we know nothing until 1592, when he was al-
ready writing successful plays in London. We don’t know when
he went there. By 1597, Shakespeare had made enough money
as a writer and actor to buy New Place, the largest house in
Stratford. Perhaps he retired to New Place in 1610, but he con-
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{ THREE GREAT PLAYS OF SHAKESPEARE

tinued to write plays. He died at Stratford in 1616.

We know much more about the plays than we know about
the writer. For four hundred years people have been studying
every word that Shakespeare wrote, as well as millions of words
that others have written about him and his times.

We usually divide Shakespeare’s plays into three kinds:

—Comedies The fourteen comedies of Shakespeare that are
still produced have light and amusing stories and a happy
ending.

—Histories The nine histories are the stories, written for the
stage, of English kings.

—Tragedies Three of Shakespeare’s eleven tragedies are repre-
sented in this book.

The tragedies in this book
A tragedy is a serious play with a sad ending. The sadness
often includes the death of the main character or characters.
A tragedy may also teach a lesson: the sad ending is likely to
be the result of some fault or weakness in the main character.
Audiences in Shakespeare’s time felt that for “high tragedy” the
characters who came to the sad ending should be people of
rank and importance. It is only in modern times that we have
accepted tragedies about “common” people.

In Romeo and Juliet we are shown two great families of
Verona in Italy. The families have an unending quarrel and
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§ THREE GREAT PLAYS OF SHAKESPEARE

unending hatred. When Romeo of the Montague family and
Juliet of the Capulet family fall in love, there is the making of
tragedy. The personal tragedy of the two young lovers is directly
caused by the social evil of the ancient family quarrel, which
makes it impossible for their love to have a happy ending.
Hatred, Shakespeare shows, poisons human relations in society
and affects everyone like a disease. Romeo and Juliet are too
young to escape the effects of their families’ hatred.

The tragedy of Macbeth comes from the ambition of Lord
and Lady Macbeth. That is the fault in their characters that
produces the tragedy, and in the character of Macbeth there is
an added weakness. Lady Macbeth says, “I am afraid Macbeth
is too kind, too gentle. There are things he must do, but will be
afraid to do. | must speak to him.” She speaks, and in the end he
becomes a murderer, a cruel ruler, a man easily deceived by the
witches, and even heartless when his wife dies: “She could have
died some other time.”

If Romeo and Juliet are too young, the king in King Lear is
too old. He is too old to see the foolishness of his own actions.
Age makes him too weak-minded to understand the characters
of his two older daughters and to see the goodness of his
youngest daughter, Cordelia. His tragedy comes from his own
weakness as much as from the wickedness of his ungrateful
daughters.

We have looked, above, at the faults and weaknesses that
produce tragedy. We must not forget that there have been great
moments in the lives of those whose sad ending makes the
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