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Biography

Professor Zhong Xinming was born in 1935, Nanning, Guanxi. Zhong Xinming began his mu-
sic education at Guangzhou Southern Arts College (which was later merged into Mid—South Music
College in Wuhan) in 1951. He studied composition and graduated in 1956. He went to Central
Conservatory in Tianjin and attended Balanchiv’s class, the former Soviet Union choir conductor
and solfeggio expert; and Alapov’s composition class. He was admitted in the master—class of or-
chestra conducting‘ in Shanghai Conservatory of Music at same year, studied with the well-known
Russia conductor S.G. Dyligiev. Zhong Xinming is a professor at Wuhan Conservatory of Music
nowadays. During his long teaching career, he focused on composition and conducting pedagogy,
and his students spread over the world and most of them have become the main force of the musi-
cal activities.

Zhong is one of the most productive symphonic composers and dynamic conductors in China.
He has composed a number of works, including Reservoir Capriccio for Symphony Orchestra, An
Exhibition, The Picture of Yangtze River—Symphonic Suite (prize—winning work in the First China
National Symphonic Works Competition), The First Symphony (Chime Bells), The Second Symphony—
Dedicated to the Pioneers of Civilization (prize —winning work in the Second China National
" Symphonic Works Competition), Celebration Overture (prize—winning work in the China National
Black Dragon Cup for Orchestra Works Competition), Violin Concerto—Beautiful is My Homeland,
Preludes Symphonic Poem “1997” (prize—winning work in the Chinese Collection of Music Works
for Celebration of Hong Kong Regress held by Ministry of Culture of the People’s Republic of
China), Symphonic Concerto—For Qudi of China and Symphony Orchestra, His compositions
emphasize to explore the music own immanent expression on the base of tradition, Zhong is skilled
in various contemporary techniques and his works are full of power and grandeur.

The concert exclusively devoted to Zhong Xinming’s symphonic works was successfully per-
formed in Beijing Concert Hall in 1989. The concert was broadcast live in multi-languages to the
whole world. His Second Symphony-“Dedicated to the Pioneers of Civilization” received its first
overseas performance at a Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra in Japan, conducted by Yuan Fang in
1991. The Symphonic works met with warm admiration. .

Besides composition, as a very dynamic orchestral conductor, Zhong Xinming has been prin-
ciple conductor of Wuhan Conservatory Orchestra for nearly 40 years. He has worked with numer-

ous domestic and international musicians. He also guest conducted Central Philharmonic Orchestra,



Shanghai Symphony Orchestra, Shanghai Film Orchestra and Wuhan Symphony Orchestra etc. He
was awarded the Artist Star Prize by Hubei Province in acknowledgment of his creative achieve-
ments in his music career. He also has the special allowance from the State Council of the People’s
Republic of China. He was awarded the Fourth Golden Chime Bell Prize for his lifelong contribu-

tion to music in 2011.
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The Picture of Yangtze River
Symphonic Suite(1963)

I. Movement The Source of Yangtze River

*  Dawning clambering on the peak of Gongga, a cloud—scape lies around. Gazing into the dis-
tance, on the east is a boundless stretch of the Chuanxi Plain, and far on the west is the Tibetan
Plateau that is the source of Yangtze River, The lofty snow—mountain glares in the sunshine. The

scenery of country is grand and magnificent.

II. Movement Dance of Tujia Nationality
This movement describes people of Tujia nationality in Hubei Province, their music and cul-
ture. The dance of “swing hands™ has a very bold character. It represents Tujia people’s deep love

for life.

III. Mist and Rain in Wuxia Gorge

Wuxia Gorge is one of the world’s famous “Three Gorges”. The river flows here full of twists
and turns. Great mountains stand by the river, and the Virgin Mountain can only be seen in a hazy
view. The music imitates the mist and rain by beautiful orchestral sound. The land of the country is

so beautiful and charming.

IV. Movement The Dragon Boat Festival in Zigui

Have you been Zigui, the hometown of Qu Yuan, a well-known ancient poet in China? On"
the Dragon Boat Festival each year (the 5" day of 5" lunar month), the local people in the west of
Hubei Province will hold a grand ceremony to commemorate him. Facing the ebullient spectacle of
the dragon boat match, one will deeply experience the power of wild audacity, and be inspired by

the keep—on—going spirit.
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The Cast of the Orchestra
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Flauto piccolo
2 Flauti
2 Oboi
Comno inglese
2 Clarinetti (PB)(A)

Clarinetto basso (bB)(= CL II)

2 Fagotti

Contrafagotto(Fag. II)

4 Corni (F)
3 Trombe (I’B)

3 Tromboni

Tuba

Timpani
Triangolo
Piatti
Zhongguo xiaobo
Xiao
{da muyu
Zhongguo xiaoluo
Zhongguo zhongluo
Tam-tam

Zhongguo xiaogu
Zhongguo dagu
Campanelli
Silofono
Arpa

Pianoforte
Violoni |
Violoni 11

Viole

Violoncelli

Contrabassi

@5
Pice.
FL
Ob.
Ingl.
CL
CLb
Fag.

C.Fag.

Cor.
Tr.

Trb.
Tb.

Timp.
Tr-lo.
Piat.
Xibo.

Xilo.
Zhlo.

Tam.
Xigu.
Dagu.
Campli.
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Arp.
Pf.

Viol. 1

Viol. I
Vle.
Ve.

~Cb.
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