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Language deficit is one of the three major symptoms of autism. Children
with autism need to develop language skills to improve social interaction
skills. It is also a core content area of intervention. In the field of special edu-
cation, more and more agencies and educational rehabilitation personnel are u-
sing a variety of training approaches to address the language development, es-
pecially oral language skills, for children with autism. Music therapy is a
“whole brain work” and “non-invasive” educational interventions for people
with special needs. It achieves better oral-words intervention results in the
study of language and has significant effect. More explorations and research
results are done and collected in other countries. Different interventions de-
signed for the English language are based on the particularity of the language,
geography and ethnicity; and do not necessarily apply to the Chinese lan-
guage. This area of research has not been done in China; therefore, an explo-
ration of music therapy intervention in the Chinese language for children with
autism is a comprehensive oral vocabulary research both domestically and in-
ternationally.

This research contains a systematic literature review and experimental re-
search thesis is divided into 5 chapters.

Chapter 1 proposes the background for research in multiple music therapy
on oral language acquisition for pre-school children with autism. The chapter
introduces the international status of research in related fields to define the
core concepts of this book. This chapter also illustrates the theoretical and

practical values of this book.
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Chapter 2 provides the literature review. This chapter reviews the histori-
cal development of music therapy, major schools, service systems, evaluation
and development trends of related issues systematically. Music therapy for
children with special needs is based on psychology, physiology, therapeutics
and theory of psychotherapy. It is in accordance to the relevant theory and re-
search of the diagnostic features of vocabulary ability of children with autism,
especially the relevant literature on music theory intervention. This chapter is
the summary of music therapy theory and practical applications as well as the
treatment of autistic children’s music studies at home and abroad. It explores
the field of music therapy research history, its present and future research di-
rection. All of the above make full preparation for this book.

Chapters 3 and 4 is constituted by 2 quantitative researches.

Chapters 3 is “comprehensive music therapy in the collective teaching
children with autism influence the spoken word” research , using univariate
group design, 25 children spoken word and music perception of assessment ,
according to the subjects’ age, autism extent , vocabulary level matching , as-
signed to five groups of five subjects . In this research, a total of 4 experimen-
tal groups and a control group in the whole intervention respectively paced
teaching rhythm and musical instruments to intervene in teaching and singing
teaching spoken vocabulary learning . Each experimental group corresponds to
an integrated music therapy intervention and the control group in language
training courses on the use of non- music therapy to learn oral-words . After 6
months the intervention group for 5 children with autism and musical oral-
words level again perception tests.

Chapters 4 is “integrated music therapy in the individual teaching chil-
dren with autism influence the spoken word” research , the use of single sub-
jects (single subject experimental design) were tested across multiple visits de-

signs. For 3 autistic children with moderate baseline, intervention period , the
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maintenance phase of the integrated music therapy intervention oral vocabulary
learning research. After 3 months the intervention of 3 autism children and
musical vocabulary level sentient testing again.

The results obtained as the following:

When addressing spoken vocabulary using integrated music therapy for
preschool children with autism, results show that individual teaching is more
effective than collective teaching. In the individual teaching environment, chil-
dren with autism who receive music therapy interventions show significant im-
provement in spoken words, music perception, and vocabularies associated
with self-awareness. However, it is not effective for vocabularies associated
with supplies and facilities. In the collective teaching environment, regardless
the use of integrated music therapy intervention, the words and music percep-
tion of children with autism show no significant improvement. However,
there is an overall upward trend, and needs further follow-up study.

Chapter 5 fully discusses the related issues of this book, some proposals

of further research were mentioned as well.
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