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Abstract

This is an article arranging and explore the * concept” on music criticism in
China during the 20" century. Based on the Chinese and foreign music dictionaries and
essays by music scholars, the author gives a new idea and definition to the discipline
on the concept, the range and attribution of music criticism in China in the preface.
With this idea and definition, he presents a line and summary for the “concept” of the
music criticism of the Chinese music throughout the 20" century. The author holds that
the concept of music criticism at the “school’s song” period was “new school” “new
music” for the sake of “new people”; at the period of “May Fourth New Cultural
Movement” it was for “enlightenment”, for “national salvation” and for the sake of
“art”; at the war time is was “everything for the sake of national salvation™; at the
early days of the establishment of the People’s Republic it was basically circled around
the political concepts in the sphere of thought and culture; during the “Cultural
Revolution™ it was an unordinary time with only “musical repudiation” with no music
criticism. In the summary, the author presented his idea on the concept of the future
development of Chinese music criticism-----avoiding entering “three error areas”
(political interference, denominationalism and eagerness for quick success and instant
benefit) , building up a format for the concept of music eriticism on the basis of “Three
Branches” (academic group , dominant thematic group and popular group ) and adopt
the cultural criticism concept of “Cultural China” to face the future and the world.

The author insists a principle of “ drawing conclusion from evidence of the
history” in his writing and thinks it highly important to study historical materials of the
criticism. In the body of this dissertation, he tries to reveal the truth and nature of the
music history to the readers by showing the materials. Concerning the timing of the
periods, it is accorded to the general principle of the culture and history academic
sphere, events before the New Period are the main parts of research. Caused of time of
writing and other reasons, only the hotspots of the “Late New Period” in the 90s of the
20th century are mentioned.
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