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Great rose books are few and hard to come by. Fortunately,
this volume, Old Roses in China by Dr. Wang Guoliang, is destined
to become one of the great rose books of our lifetime.

Within this volume are the elusive secrets of the oldest roses
of China, perhaps the most important roses of the entire world. For
a short period of time, Western gardeners have had but a limited
glimpse of Chinese roses with the introduction of the four Chinese
stud roses to European gardens during the late 18th and early
19th centuries. Finally, with this book, we learn in detail of the
true legacy of Chinese roses as Dr. Wang takes us on a fascinating
journey from prehistoric China to beyond the Qing Dynasty (1911).
Dr. Wang studies fossils, ancient writings, exquisite artwork, and
beautiful roses in their natural settings and ancient cultivated
gardens to educate us as to the provenance of our favorite flower.

Dr. Wang has made the preservation of heritage roses in China
his personal crusade. In an age when the existence of heritage
roses in the West is continually threatened by the introduction of
modern day “fool-proof” roses, it's reassuring that in a landscape
as vast as China, someone is making an heroic effort to enlighten
gardeners on the importance and historical value of the ancient
roses. Old Roses in China is evidence of his passion for roses as well
as a celebration of his life-long work. Dr. Wang continues to inspire
gardeners in his homeland as well as those abroad to pay attention
to these valuable ancestors of today’s roses.

I am honored to contribute my preface to this epic volume, and
especially proud of my colleague and friend, Wang Guoliang, for
writing what is destined to become one of the greatest rose books of
our time—a book that will inspire generations of gardeners to come

and preserve a lasting place in gardens for the oldest heritage roses.

Stephen Scanniello

President, Heritage Rose Foundation




FF— (FR3ZhRD

BRAZEMEZ LR EB . F£iEME, THEEH M
XE (R EHEAEY EEERNURNAREEZ —

XEEEWE TR E S 2 HERNEZENEE RE, Xk
TRz 4 SR o B A o e .+t aok &
Ty, BERA CPEURKERM” 2 HIAFELRMEIN
&W,ﬁﬁMGEXMﬁ@u‘M¢IH*mwm o i@t

XEBE, FE R E RS 7L EEE R (A
JC 1911 4F ) M H =i RS, RATL T3 7T E A FHER
MG AT . B EER, T E R EFE 7SStk a.
mARIdE A ZIRE . AR AR A, LU
AEE 7] FL 1) - Fh iR s S A%, A BRI S SR LE T
A —iR.

T R DR E 2 A 2 RS A RO AT 7R
A MBI H T AP T e v 7 fa Kol & H BAL K1
KEE 2], AAkFAIEE, e EXFTZM e, HAN
TR EFAT, GRS A 2200 =2 A A0,
it % 1. (R EEZ A ZE) — BENE T Xt H 21
B, WM A O FEES, T L EE, Badksik
Jil 6 P9 A Bl 2 AT N2 Pl X e AN (D IR BRAR H 24 2

RE X FE— 0 R R BRI, BRI, (ENER
R LR FE A, RAMEES X R — 8B e o M
R HZFELZE R &EE S XEE R — 18—
el 20 A THEABATT A A Tl B D B v 22 16 F) 2R A B i L A 4

ARG H . EENZEAFR S RES T
L5 - WikJE % (Stephen Scanniello)
(FEPNEF)



= (Z&3ZhR)

The origins of the world’s most romantic flower—the rose,
have hitherto been obscured in a mist of speculation, in spite of
the valiant efforts of Western researchers, handicapped as they
were by the lack of access to authentic oriental records, especially
from China, where most of the action lies. We are mainly still in
what could be called the “Four Stud Chinas Era” a fixation which
occasions bewildered shaking of heads in China, with its wealth of
ancient heritage roses.

Rose lovers are indeed dreamers, and perhaps we preferred
to agree with Walter de la Mare who wrote:

“Oh no man knows

Through what wild centuries

Roves back the rose.”

With the publication of this new book, Prof. Wang Guoliang
may rightfully claim that he has substantially dispelled the haze of
mystery surrounding the origins of the rose in the area where the
genus displays its maximum diversity. An incredible achievement
indeed.

The contribution of China and its roses to the rose world
is unmatched. Just one example—today’s rose lovers take it for
granted that a rose must flower almost continuously throughout
the year, but this would never have happened without the love and
diligent selection by ancient Chinese gardeners.

Prof. Wang’s book is a fascinating account of how emperors
and dynasties, painters and poets, and above all, simple people who
loved roses, have played a part in the evolution and preservation of
the rose in China. No wonder, in spite of the troubled centuries which
have passed, more than a hundred authentic heritage roses are still
available to enrapture rose lovers of the world.

The painstaking researches of Dr. Wang Guoliang have
resulted in a book which will appeal to all sections of rose lovers—
those who are interested in the history of the rose, those who
delight in the depiction of roses in art, literature and poetry as well
as those who value the genetics and evolution of the rose from
original species. There is no doubt that we are privileged to be the

first readers of one of the most significant rose books ever written.

M.S. Viru Viraraghavan
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Rosarians the world over will rejoice to discover this first book from
China which completes the story of the transformation of the Rose, from a wild
flower of some 120 species, found in their natural habitat, only in the northern
hemisphere, to the world’s most loved flower, praised in the arts—venerated
in painting, honoured in literature, glorified in poetry and hailed in the art of
gardening—throughout the world. The ancient civilization of China, which
fostered the love of nature and plants as an intimate part of its philosophical
belief and medical creed, combined with its refined and esoteric sense of beauty,
favoured the evolution of innumerable plants, of which China was so richly
gifted in the wild, into refined and sophisticated garden adornments.

Generally speaking, rosarians in the West have been accustomed to thinking
of the introduction of repeat-blooming roses to Europe during the second half of
the eighteenth century as the turning point in the history of rose hybridization. The
introduction of the four so-called “stud roses”—and many more from China
may now be seen as an over simplification in the long and ongoing story of the
domestification of the rose.

This major work by the author, Wang Guoliang, redefines the early history
of the rose as a garden plant, tracing its earliest development from the evidence
of fossils of wild roses and their utility as defensive fencing to its introduction
into courtyards or cultivated areas. Traditionally the Chinese taste favoured
double flowers and thus the originally simple rose blooms, born on thorny
plants to boot, suffered much competition from more striking blooms such
as peonies and rhododendrons. However they slowly underwent, by way of
natural mutation and human selection, or by the intervention of patient and
perfectionist gardeners, who early mastered the methods of hand pollination, a
metamorphosis during a period of some 20,000,000 years.

This book is richly illustrated with fascinating historical paintings testifying
to the ever-increasing popularity of the Rose during the Song Dynasty, through
the Ming Dynasty and up to the Qing Dynasty.

The author emphatically stresses the importance of the identification and
preservation of those ancient Chinese varieties still existent today, be they in the
remotest villages of China or in other fast-changing countries around the world
today. Future generations of rose lovers will undoubtedly treasure this work as
a book of fundamental reference, indispensable in the libraries of all serious

students of the history of gardening and plants.

Helga Brichet
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This is a complete book of old roses of China. It examines nearly 200 elite varieties of old roses far
from the Song Dynasty, covering three traditional classes of Rosa L. —wild rose, rugosa rose, and monthly
rose. This book is enriched with hundreds of ancient paintings home and abroad as well as modern
high-definition photographs related to old roses, most of which are revealed for the first time. The book
provides an encyclopaedic coverage in terms of old roses’ origin, evolution, cradle, biological pinnacle,
enrichment, genealogical trees, related culture, spectacular beauty, dispersion, heritage rose protection, and
supplementary studies on rare varieties. With its own systematic structure, the book contains more than ten
chapters. As this book is finally ready to send to press, with every note I made throughout these 30 years
staying night and day together with the old roses, my mind is filled with a myriad of emotions.

For half of my life, it is rose that attached me to something; it is also rose that dragged me away from
something. Reading a book about wild rose, sipping a cup of rugosa rose tea, arranging a bouquet of
monthly rose blossom, breathing a delicate smell of Tu Mi (Fortuneana), leaning on a Fortune’s Double
Yellow climber... Such ordinary life brings me inner peace and pleasure. The intimacy between me and roses
resulted from my first encounter with some Yue Yue Hong (Old Blush) in front of my former home when
I was a child. The buds blossom out to welcome the early spring; the sweltering summer days the delicate
flowers smiling; blushes all over the branches while leaves in autumn fall; the snowy winter her sweet and
fair stands out from all. Yue Yue Hong achieved its fame in Tang Dynasty. During the Five Dynasties Period,
it showed its appearances on paintings, and later reached its pinnacle in Song Dynasty. Li Shizhen, a famous
Chinese pharmacist in Ming Dynasty, described Yue Yue Hong as a species that was widely growing in every
family. People have a fancy for this kind of simple but smart monthly rose. While others bloom only once a
year, why Yue Yue Hong flowers throughout every season? As a child, I tiptoed to gaze at the blushes every
morning and evening year after year. And so roses determined my beloved lifelong career.

Compared with the old roses in Europe, old roses in China can be called as ancient roses. A very early
discovery comes from some fossils of Rosa shanwangensis leaflets 20 million years ago found in Shandong
Province. The five-petal patterns on the Dawenkou pottery 6,000 years ago as well as on the Pizhou coloured
pottery reveals a close relationship between prehistoric roses and Chinese ancestors. The ancient roses
play an important role in Chinese garden design, for as early as 2,000 years ago, Emperor Wudi of Han
enjoyed roses with his Lady in the palace garden, and called them “Buying Smile Flower” When perpetual
roses raised up 1,300 years ago, they became dominant in ornamental plants for traditional courtyards.
A distinctive Tu Mi flower culture of the Song Dynasty was born 1,000 years ago when the rare ancient
roses spread out from southwest to northeast China and became popular nationwide. Four Stud Chinas
that dispersed overseas 250 years ago gained a reputation and became the parent basis for the birth and
enrichment of modern roses.

Overlooking the course of Chinese ancient roses mentioned above, through this book I hope to
observe the past and present of Chinese old roses together with you, to reveal the mystery of each rare rose
a thousand years ago together with you, to experience the charm of Chinese old roses which were dispersed
to the West two hundred years ago together with you, to crack the secret of survival of Chinese old roses
and the related culture together with you, to explore a variety of internal relations between mystery roses
in Bermuda and Chinese old roses together with you, and to find clues about many suspected Chinese old

roses overseas together with you.



This is a comprehensive and systematic elaboration of the origin and evolution of wild roses, rugosa
roses, and monthly roses in China, and a number of approaches are adopted, such as etymology, ancient
literature study, ancient paintings study, fieldwork, variety screening, and genetic analysis. Based on detailed
and accurate historical data, this book provides answers to questions that worldwide rose lovers curious to
know: when and where was the recurrent Chinese monthly rose born? How did Chinese rugosa rose evolve
from single form to double form which was widely cultivated in gardens? For Parks’ Yellow Tea-scented
China, is its primitive type a climber or an upright bush, and is it one-season flowering or recurrent? How
many kinds of Chinese ancient roses remain so far? How to properly preserve and develop them in modern
life? You can find the answers to all these questions in this book.

At the time when this book is ready to go to press, I wish to express my acknowledgement to all
those who helped me with my rose research and writing, especially to the following rose experts prefaced
this book: Ms. Helga Brichet, former president of World Federation of Rose Societies; Mr. Stephen
Scanniello, winner of Great Rosarians of the World, chairman of Heritage Rose Foundation U.S.; and Mr.
Viru Viraraghavan, Indian rose breeder, winner of Great Rosarians of the World. My gratitude also goes
to friends who inspired me to this writing: Ms. Pat Shanley, gardener, president of the American Rose
Society; Mr. Bill McNamara, botanist, head of U.S. Quarryhill Botanical Garden; Mr. Yoshihiro Ueda, rose
expert, professor at Chiba University, Japan; Ms. Mikanagi Youki, rose expert, senior researcher at Chiba
Prefecture Natural History Museum and Institute, Japan; and Mr. Yishigawa Naoki, president of Niigata
Rose Association. A special thanks to Mr. Yang Yuyong, general manager of Kunming Southern Floral Ltd.,
who have stood together with me through many field studies. I am also particularly grateful to officials in
Changzhou Landscaping and Greening Bureau, for their work has given a practical demonstration of old

roses decorating city parks.

Translated by Chen Xu
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