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Abstract

The elections of People’s Congress Deputies at county and town level, in which
Chinese citizens can participate directly, are fairly important. To fully understand the
exact situation about the elections, The Institute of Political Science, CASS, have
conducted two nationwide survey in 2014, The Questionnaire on Participation in Elections
of People’s Congress Deputies at County/District Level, and The Questionnaire on
Participation in Elections of People’s Congress Deputies at Town Level, which became the
base of this book. The whole book includes two parts: Part I analyses elections of
People’s Congress Deputies at county level, and Part II analyses elections of People’s
Congress Deputies at town level.

According to the participation objective evaluation index, the total score of
Chinese citizens’ participation in elections of People’s Congress Deputies at county/
district level is 3. 39 out of 10 points, and it’s quite low. In the subjective dimension,
willingness to participate in elections (3.19 out of 5) and participation efficiency
(3.07 out of 5) are fairly high, and the participation satisfaction is at the medium
level (2.82 out of 5). The related political trust (3.92 out of 5), political
communication (2.98 out of 5), the procedural fairness (2.97 out of 5), and the
result fairness (3. 16 out of 5) are fairly high or at the medium level. The survey also
indicates, the elections of People’s Congress Deputies at county/district level have
gotten lots of praise (3. 15 out of 5), for its functions such as raising awareness of the
rule of law and the rights of citizens, providing citizens with opportunities for political
participation and raising citizens’ awareness of democracy. As to the elections of
People’s Congress Deputies at county/district level, the group heterogeneities caused
by gender and education background is no significant, but those resulted from ethnic,
age, political affiliation, career, region, and information resources are fairly
significant.

According to the participation objective evaluation index, the total score of

Chinese citizens’ participation in elections of People’s Congress Deputies at town level
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is 3. 41 out of 10 points, and it’s quite low. In the subjective dimension, willingness
to participate in elections (3. 20 out of 5) and participation efficiency (3.07 out of
5) are fairly high, and the participation satisfaction is at the medium level (2. 86 out
of 5) and a little bit higher than at county/district level. The related political trust
(3.88 out of 5) , politic'a.l communication (3.23 out of 5), the procedural fairness
(3.12 out of 5), and the result fairness (3. 22 out of 5) are fairly high. The survey
also indicates, the elections of People’s Congress Deputies at town level have gotten
lots of praise (3. 15 out of 5, equal to county/district level) , for its functions such as
raising awareness of the rule of law and the rights of citizens, providing citizens with
opportunities for political participation and raising citizens’ awareness of democracy.
As to the elections of People’s Congress Deputies at town level, the group
heterogeneities caused by gender, census, income, career, and information resources
is no significant, but those resulted from ethnic, age, education background, political

affiliation, region are fairly significant.
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