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| ROUND THE WORLD IN EIGHTY DAYS

Introduction

Jules Verne

The writer Jules Verne was born at Nantes, in the west of France,
in 1828. Most of Jules Verne’s stories told the readers about
very many things that were going to be used or discovered or
invented in the future.

As a young man, Jules Verne studied law, but he began
writing plays for the theatre. In 1862, he wrote a novel, Cing
sernaines en ballon (Five Weeks in a Balloon). It showed that
Jules Verne could make imaginary journeys exciting. And it
was the first of the novels that have given Verne the name of
the “father of science fiction”. It was an immediate success in
France. People in other countries heard about it, and Verne's
French novel was translated—into English, for example, in 1869.

Round the World in Eighty Days appeared in French in
1873. By this time, Verne’s novels were known in very many
countries; this one appeared in English and other languages in
the same year, 1873. It was not a story about possible ways of
travelling in the future, but about the latest forms of travel in
1872. And you will find fun in it, too.

The science fiction stories of Jules Verne are still popular.
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I ROUND THE WORLD [N EIGHTY DAYS

Readers have certainly met one or more of them in film or on
television. The success of his books made it possible for him to
buy a fishing-boat on which he sailed and wrote. As he became
more successful, he bought bigger boats and sailed longer
distances. All the time, the books poured from his pen.

it was only when he lost his eyesight in 1902 that Jules
Verne stopped writing and sailing. He died in 1905.

The date

When you travel east round the world, you put the clock for-
ward one hour for each 15° of longitude. Your clock then shows
the right time for the “time zone” you have entered. (The time
zones were agreed in 1918.) When you have done this twelve
times, you have reached longitude 180°and the “international
date line”. This imaginary line was agreed in 1884 (after
Jules Verne’s book was written). Today when you cross the
international date line, travelling east, you repeat one day.

For example, suppose you are crossing the Pacific Ocean
from Japan to America. On 23rd November, your ship (or plane)
crosses the international date line. The ship’s (or plane’s)
officers will tell you to call the day 22nd November. Tomorrow
you will start 23rd November again. You have gained a day.
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CHAPTER 1

Phileas Fogg and Passepartout

* QUESTIONS BEFORE READING *

»  Where did Phileas Fogg spend most of each day?

» What did Passepartout become on 2nd October
18727

»  When did Phileas Fogg go to bed every night?




| ROUND THE WORLD IN EIGHTY DAYS

Phileas Fogg lived at 7 Savile Row, but he spent most of his time
at the Reform Club in London’s Pall Mall.

He was a silent man. Nobody knew much about him. He
left his house at 11:30 every morning to walk to the club, and
he left the club in time to walk back to Savile Row and go to
bed at midnight. He had his lunch and his dinner at the club.
He read the papers there, and he played the card game called
whist.

Phileas Fogg was also an exact man. He expected his one
manservant to be exact, too. Forster, his last manservant, had
not been exact enough, and he had gone. Phileas Fogg was
waiting at his Savile Row house for the man who was to take
Forster’s place.

The man who arrived was about thirty years old.

“You are French,” said Phileas Fogg, “and your name is
John?”

“Jean, if you don’t mind, sir. Jean Passepartout, they call
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| ROUND THE WORLD IN EIGHTY DAYS

me, because | used to be good at getting out of trouble. | am a
good man, sir, but | have done a lot of different kinds of work.
At one time | worked in a circus, riding, jumping, walking the
tightrope. Then | became a teacher of gymnastics. After that,
| was a fireman in Paris. But | left France five years ago, and |
came to England to find a quiet life as a manservant. | heard
that you were the quietest man in Britain, and | would like to
work for you because | want to live quietly and forget the name
Passepartout.”

“I'll call you Passepartout,” said Phileas Fogg. “What time
is it?”

Passepartout pulled a big silver watch from his pocket. “It
is 11:29, sir,” he said.

“All right. From now, 11:29 on 2nd October 1872, | am your
employer.”

With those words, Phileas Fogg put on his hat, and went
out. Passepartout was left in the house alone.

“Well, here | am,” the Frenchman said to himself. “But
what do | do?”

He went into all the rooms in the house. One of them was
clearly his own room, and in it he found a timetable of the
things he must do. Everything was there, from 8 o’clock, when
Phileas Fogg got up, to 11:30, when he left the house to go to
the Reform Club: tea at 8:23; shaving water (31°C) at 9:37, etc.
Then from 11:30 in the morning until exactly midnight, when

the gentleman always went to bed, everything was clearly

010



tightrope
n. fLL

timetable

n. BYE®

J\+EREER]

BRiE, ARKMXAMEK, BEAREXFHIETEX
s, BERE. REMFA, &&E, BRETI
BEXFFENIIE. AR, RESREATLE,
RO, Bk, ENZ, ERBIIERBL. BE
#, RECDRYIHBR., EROEMNEF TIE
E, BIAE=RIBY— I BIMIRZEENE, R
RERRERLELENVA, REBNEIE, A
NERIZENEE, KCRIBEENEIE.

“FIERAUIREREREND, ” JERIE - BAgvE, “JL
mT?”

R IEM O REEH PR ARIRRER., “IER
11 FR29 43, FefE.” ik,

“fFm, MIRFE—18724E10 H2 H 11 29
S—FR, BRELEIREET,”

i, JEFIL - RS EET, ETHE. B
BB TS T,

“UFIE, REET,” XMNMEEAOE, “BRZ
F4mE?”

B ETFHENSAETESHEE. H+—HE
REMECHER, 7EXEEEMAT ki AE,
LHEEMATEE., —VETESSE LR
T. NER8 RIEFIIL - ISk, 211 &30
SHEEHR B EESE IR 8 23 R, 1E9
R 37 HEERIFEIRIK (/KIR31 BIKE ) ¥%., K5
M EAF11 530 SEBIFE 12 5 (ECDEEXE

oI1



§ ROUND ‘THE WORLD IN EIGHTY DAYS

written down.

Passepartout smiled. “This is just right for me,” he thought.

“Mr Fogg and | are going to understand each other! He likes to
live like a clock. He is a clock.”

012



