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Preface

40 years ago today,a comprehensive institution
of arts emerged in Shandong.It was the predecessor of
our academy — Shandong School of Arts.

It can be said that the establishment of Shandong
School of Arts symbolized the new stage that higher
art education in Shandong had reached.lt was impos—
sible to achieve this development before liberation.It
was only able to be achieved under the care of the
Party and the Government after liberation.In 1950 when
the smoke of gunpowder of the Liberation War was
still in the air,the Department of Arts was set up in
Shandong Teachers Institute, the first newly estab-—
lished institution of higher learning in Shandong.It
might be the first department of arts set up in new
China.Limited by the historical circumstance and the
task set on it.the school could only train middle—school
teachers of arts most needed in our province.This state
lasted for almost 10 years.

The year 1958 was a year in which the construc—
tion in China developed at full speed.In order to fit in
with the needs of the changed circumstance,the pro—
vincial committee decided to establish officially Shandong
School of Arts based on the Department of Arts in
Shandong Teachers Institute and Shandong Cultural
Cadres School and reinforced the leadership over the
school.Departments and specialities of fine
art,music,theatre,dance,and teachers of arts were set up
in it.Books.reference materials and professional equip—
ment were enriched.Then people of talent were re-
cruited by all means.Many professors and experts who
were fruitful.experienced and known at home and abroad
and graduates from academies of arts came to work in
this school. This showed that art education in our province
improved greatly not only in scale but also in quality.

The indelible memory given to us of the period of
Shandong School of Arts is the teachers and students’
indomitable enthusiasm and devotion to the construc—

.

tion of their motherland.They went out of the school
to factories,villages and construction sites seething with
excitement to experience,observe and learn from the
fiery life.They created numerous works of art full of
emotion and flavour of the times.These works were
welcomed by the people.According to the present view-—
point,they were inevitably limited by the times and
their understanding and they had some shortcomings.But
their passionate and sincere persuit for success was
undoubtfully the spiritual power to encourage us to go
forward.

Bathing in the warm breeze of the reform and
opening to the world,Shandong Academy of Arts were
set up in 1979.With regard to art education,it inherited
and carried forward some of the experiences and methods
taking shape during the period of Shandong School of
Arts. Therefore,it has made new achievements and trained
a lot of young and middle-aged painters who are high
qualified and influential in and out of Shandong
Province.At the same time,the pluralization of artistic
styles taking shape with the furtherance of the reform
and opening to the world and the collision and mixture
of the Orient and Western cultural concepts has ex—
erted a wide spread influence on our thought,education
and artistic practice.This is a new immense problem
laid in front of us.The academy decided to publish this
commemorative collection of the teschers’ works of
fine art on the 40 anniversary of our academy.The
purpose is to make the people review the past,look
forward to the future,carry on the past and open a
way for the future.Let’s learn from the dedicativeness
and creativeness of the older generation and take on
the glorius task of pushing the education of our acad-—
emy to the 2lst century with great devotion to work
and sense of responsibility.

Yu Xining
1998.6
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