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Preface

The 21™ century is the century about the sea.

With the development of society, living space of human being on the
land was gradually narrowed and the sea has been attached more and more
importance. Due to advances in technology, human being have a more
comprehensive understanding of the sea, whose role and value in human
society have gradually been diversified with more strategic significance.
Marine affair is an important part of international affairs and one part of the
national major strategies.

The past 30 years witnessed China’s increasing comprehensive
national strength and China has become one of the most important powers
in the world. As a developing country with both land and sea, striving for
survival and development from the sea meets China’s practical needs of
sustainable development in the 21™ century. As a highly export-oriented
economy, the sea plays a significant role in raw materials and energy supply
and other aspects for China’s foreign trade. Besides, the sea provides
greater development space for China’s sustainable economic and social
development. With China’s rapid economic development, other countries
in the world also have suspicions about China, and disputes on sovereignty
over island and reefs, marine demarcation and resources tend to sharpen.

This book, divided into 6 sections including international situation
faced by China’s marine development, retrospect and prospect of China’s
marine policies, China’s marine strategy in the 21" century, characteristics
of China’s marine management, China’s marine law enforcement and
China’s maritime status and its duties, introduces China’s efforts and

contributions to build a harmonious sea.



This book is completed by the Marine Policy and Management
Research Office of China Institute for Marine Affairs (CIMA) of the State
Oceanic Administration, and adjusted and modified by the publisher in its
style and contents.

Building a harmonious ocean is the common responsibility of mankind.
Deep gratitude is extended to colleagues and friends who contribute to this
book, and high respect and sincere thanks are extended to people from all

walks of life who concern about China’s marine development.
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