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PREFACE

Calligraphy is a kind of art peculiar to our nation. Based on Chinese
characters, it is a fairly—popularized art. Meanwhile, Chinese calligraphy is a
high-level national art, therefore, a particular improved-type art.

Since the end of Han Dynasty, the art of calligraphy has become a
highly-difficult and abstract art of our nation. A prominent calligrapher can
enjoy such a high reputation in society that he will win the title of
“handwriting sage”. Each character of the famous calligraphers is worth a
thousand ounces of gold and has been valued for generations.

“Cultivate the Heart” the name of this callection is really meaningful. It
not only has certain relation with its implication, but refers to his aspiration
for the art as well. It isn’t simply an abstract artistic form; what it emphasizes
is the expression of the artist’s heart and soul. Calligraphers in history placed
stress on quality of the handwriting as well as the artist. Yangyong in Han
Dynasty stated: “Calligraphy is the painting of one’s heart”. Weng Zhengming
in Ming dynasty said: “Low personality will result in poor calligraphy”, which
undoubtedly reflects the nature of this art, which endows the calligraphy art
with the important function of education and conduces to the formation of a
lofty artistic style of handwriting. That is why learners ought to first make
every effort to cultivate his heart. People often say: personal quality first, then
the learning of calligraphy. So far as personal quality is concerned, one is the
training of his quality; the other is the accomplishment of his knowledge. It is
often said that the effort to learn calligraphy is outside calligraphy. Jinlong
often talks with me about the importance of what is mentioned above. He not
only works hard at the style of calligraphy forms, but also tries his best to work
on the inner content of calligraphy. His collections of calligraphy “Cultivate
the heart” “ Clarify the Heart” which are being published and “Nurture the
Heart” “Write about the Heart” which have been published might indicate his
pursuance of noble idea and his study of the way of calligraphy.

The calligraphy of Jinlong comprises the merits of both copybooks and
stone inscription. His way of handwritting is profoundly stable; Its structure is
bold and unrestrained at first and compact at last. It is properly contracted and
unrestrained. The rules of his handwriting is sparce, clear, free and easy. As
usual, big characters tend to be vigorous; small ones tend to be feeble. However,
his small characters are more ancient and energetic. It is really not easy for a
young man to have such capability.

Shu Dong Tian
June.1992
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