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The Pilgrimage of the Minorities Festivals and Costume
in QianDongNan Prefecture, GGuizhou Province

QianDongNan prefecture, in the southcast of
Guizhou, is a land of rich emotions and romance.
In this land, there are various interesting
festivals, beautiful costume, unique architecture
such as the graceful old fashioned wooden stilted
houses projecting along the hillsides (Diao]iaolou
IDIAS) , and the splendid drum toner (GuLou &%
F£), and (loner bridge (HuaQiao {&#ff) . These are
the symhols of indigenous ethnic culture in
Guizhou. Guizhou resounds with the sound of Miao
peope’ s flying song(FeiGe Kik), which is full of
emotions, Dong people’ s hig song(DaGe, N#) , which
has bheautiful intonation and harmony, Miao love
songs which are soft and graceful, Dong PiPaSong
CEEEE W), and Sui ShuangGe (W HK) . These
express the spiritual world of the indigenous
ethnic culture.This land has produced various
dances such as MuGuDance ( ANSEE) ,which depicts
bravery, LuShengDance (F54E8F)  which is cheerful
and light,and TongGuDance CHi&i8F) which is
modest and solemn. These enrich the emotions of the
ethnic culture and create a romantic atmosphere
in Guizhou province.The Miao, Dong, Shui, Bu vi, She,
Tu jia, Ge lao, Zhuang and Yao,who have lived in
this land from ancient times,have passed down
their culture through songs and dances, recorded
history in their costume.By playing their
musical instruments, LuSheng (7%5) and MuGu (K

%), they have expressed their noble feelings.

By uniting the indigenous ethnic culture, the
natural ecology and well-maintained historical
relics, they have created various indigenous
ethnic cultures,which arc mystical and unique in
this province. Thereby, it was praised by tourists,
specialists and the scholars in and out of the
country, suggesting it to be "the last garden which
heals the weary heart”, and"the grand party where
various cultures arc displaved”.

There are abundant festivals in southeast
Guizhou. Their traditional festivals are described
as "chopsticks" with which, onc can enjoy an
excellent cuisine of the indigenous ethnic

"

culture, acting as "cups (of aleohol)" that can be

used to enjoy a gorgeous meal,and as "windows"
through which we can look into various aspects of
Guizhou ethnic culture.Traditional Festivals of
cach minority deeply reflect the ethnie people’ s
morality,customs and dazzling culturc. Seasonal
festivals are the tools with which they have
passed down their ethnic culture. They are also the
foundations on which the people form their cthnic
consciousness. At the same time, they are also the
"har codes" which attest to their culture,and are
the adhesives for combining their cthnic feelings.
Morcover, they serve as catalysts of cultural fusion
in culturally diverse arcas,and as lubricant in
producing the culture which is able to create
harmony. Southeast Guizhou is a state with many




festivals. Here, Customs differ even in 3 Li(H,
in 5 Li (L,
2.5km) . There are many different kinds of important

1. 5km) away, and cultures are different

seasonal festivals, and small festivals take place

every day” .Southcast Guizhou is the autonomous

state with the largest ethnic minority population

and its the highest ethnic ratio in the whole

country. The ethnic minorities, who have lived

here from generation to generation, have their own

original festivals,and in these festivals the

religious rituals, songs and dances, costumes, and
food and drink are expressed fully. There festivals
show their celebrating agricultural, historical,
religious, social aspects of their lives. There are
more than 100 10, 000 or

more people gather together. Famous Miao seasonal

festivals during which

festivals are "Miao peoples New Year(MiaoNian
) ", "GuZang Festival (GuZangJic gk iv)
Festival (ChiXinJie @ty
Dragon Boat in ShiDong (ShiDong DuMu LongZhou]ieli
WA A", "Eighth of April in flying clouds
celiff (FeiYunYa SiYueBa KojitPUJi /0", "Sister
Festival (ZiMeiJie &h4k) ", "LuSheng Festival

Kail.i (Kail.i ZhouXi LuShenglie LT
FRE M) ", "Climbing Hills Festival in Kail.i
(Kail.i XiangLuShan PaPoJic JLH &4l 15) ",
"LuSheng Festival in Septebmer

. "Eating

New Rice W "Canove

in ZhouXi,

in GulLong, HuangPing
w77 e
(MaoRenJie 5
"SaMa
(SaMaJie F<FIH)". "Dong People’ s New

(HuangPing GuLong JiuYue LuSheng Jie

JUTFER ),

A" ete. Famous Dong

and"MaoRen Festival

festivals include
Festival
Year  (DongNian fi15)", "Tasting New Rice Festival
(ChiXinJie WZ#r 5", "Meeting Relatives Festival
(JieQinJie 439", "Ask for Green

3rd of March

Onions on
Sip A
)", "Songs Ceremony for forty-Eight villages
(SiShiBaZhai GeHui PY [-/\ZEiH23) ", "Crackets
(HuaPaoJie {EM347 )", "Wrestling Festival

(ShuaiJiao]ie FEPEI)".

(SanYueSan TaoCong Jie —J

Festival
Other famous festivals are

"Jie Duan Festivl (JieDuan fHan )"of Sui, "Pan King

Eﬁzza

(PanWangJie £ 129" of Yao,and"Winter
(DongZhiJie 2% 1)" of
on the

Festival
She people
filled
batik and embroidery, and adorn

Coming Festival

cte. They put garment , clothes
with beautiful
themselves with gold bracelets and silver ornaments
sing flying
(DaGe

[.uSheng

at every auspicious festivals. They
songs (FeiGe Kuk), love songs and big songs
KN withs all kinds of like
dacne (LuShengWu f2E8E)  bench dance (BanDengWu A%
¥ and DuoYe dance (DuoYeWu ZHBHE). They play
PO like
(NiuTui Qin “FJ#2E), and perform Dong

dances,

LuSheng (LuSheng, plucked instrument
the ox’ s foot
drum (DongXi fx%),and fight crackets and firworks
(HuaPao {£Md). Further,

hird fighting,

bulllighting, cockfighting,

horse racing and dragon boat racing

arce commonly seen. In these seasonal festivals, they
compete for beauty and express various charms.As
enchanted, and losc track of

a result, people get

time. These traditional customs ol Miao and Dong
have been passed down [rom ancient times to today.
They arce "the
living ethnic museum."

living ethnic dictionary", and"the

Costumes are the most outstanding part of
these minority pcoples. They represent and cmbody
their cthnic spiritual world, fusing material and
crvstallize
their

beautiful reminiscence of their past and hope for a

spiritual culture. These costumes

their history and culture, condensing

wonderful future. In their embroideries and silver

ornaments, Miao and Dong have preserved the totem

of their collateral lines, the symbols of their

clans, their great agricultural civilization, the

movements, the victories, the defeats of battles
long ago. Their costumes depict their hardships, and
their struggles under ethnic oppression. The
silver ornaments of Miao and Dong have become the
culture, and arc the
their

values of "fighting against hardship in a graceflul

"archive” of their historical

most suitable materials for understanding

attitude.”
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Fishing in Jiaqu. Rongjiang
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Alcohol in ox horn
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Sending gifes
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A master of sacrificial ceremony,with dried fish

and hemp cord tied on head.
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Reception of the guests with the rice in BoJi.
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1 ™ y FNF
Offering ox-heads to ancestors to pray for happiness.
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