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Preface

Oberlin College is located 35 miles southwest of Cleveland,
Ohio, a city on the Great Lakes in the Midwest of the United
States. In the midst of Oberlin’ s tranquil liberal arts campus
stands a Memorial Arch built in 1903. It commemorates fif-
teen American missionaries and their family members sent
from Oberlin to Shanxi, China. The Oberlin College Ar-
chives, located about 100 meters west of the Arch, contains
a wealth of China missionary materials spanning more than a
century. The content can be broadly grouped into three parts.
The first part documents the period when the first group of
Oberlin missionaries went to Shanxi to establish churches,
hospitals and schools. The time span of this period is from

1881 to 1900. The Boxer Movement swept through Shanxi in



1900 and many Oberlin missionaries were killed. The second
part covers the period when Oberlinians established the Ober-
lin Shansi Memorial Association ( OSMA ) and Ming Hsien
School after the Shanxi Incident. It also documents various
activities OSMA carried out before the People’ s Republic of
China was founded. The third part consists of records about
OSMA’ s educational and cultural programs in other Asian
countries after 1949, and more recently, China, after its reo-
pening to the West.

This Guide is a research-oriented reference tool, focusing
on the archival materials of the missionaries and their fami-
lies who went to China from 1881 to 1900 as well as the OS-
MA records. It includes the local classification number, bio-
graphical or administrative history, scope and content note,
and descriptive inventory. The Appendix includes two promi-
nent figures that played crucial roles in the history of OSMA.
They are H. H. Kung (also known as Kong Xiangxi) who
graduated from Oberlin College in 1906, and Mark Wu ( also
known as Wu Shouming) , a dedicated and innovative admin-
istrator of Ming Hsien School.

The first chapter presents the OSMA records and builds a
historical framework for people and events appearing in the

following chapters. The records consist of the administrative
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and financial records of the organization, business correspon-
dence, publications, directories of representatives, photo-
graphs, audio-visual materials and objects. The major char-
acters from Chapter 2 through Chapter 6 were members of the
earliest missionaries, known as the Oberlin Band. Among
these, Francis W. Davis, George L. Williams, Susan R.
Bird and Eva J. Price died in the Taigu and Fenzhou Inci-
dent. The archival materials of the missionary collections in-
clude personal letters between missionaries and their fami-
lies, business correspondence, diaries, photograph albums
and loose photographs. The letters and diaries document their
everyday lives and emotional journeys more than one hundred
years ago in great detail. They also provide insight into the
lives of Chinese people and historical events during the late
19" century.

Appendix One comprises a biography of H. H. Kung writ-
ten by Carl Jacobson, the former executive director of OS-
MA. Kung attended the mission school established by Oberlin
missionaries in Taigu when he was young. Later he studied
with Susan Rowena Bird and became a close friend of hers.
During the Boxer Movement, Bird and five other Oberlin
missionaries died in Taigu and Fenzhou. This devastated H.

H. Kung. After the movement seitled, he came back to Taigu



to help Irenaeus Atwood bury the remains of the dead and
work out the local details of the Boxer indemnity. Recommen-
ded and sponsored by the North China Mission of the Ameri-
can Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Kung went
to Oberlin College for undergraduate education and in 1907
he obtained his Master’ s degree from Yale University. At the
urging of Oberlin College President Henry Churchill King,
he founded Ming Hsien School in Taigu, Shanxi with finan-
cial assistance from OSMA in 1908. As the school principal,
he coined the school motto “ Learning for Service”. The
Oberlin College Archives is not the repository of the personal
papers of H. H. Kung, but much material resides there. The
Archives’ finding aids database was searched using a pre-de-
fined query, and the results can be found in Appendix One
after Kung’ s biography. Particularly notable materials to be
found there are his handwritten letters and reports.

Appendix Two describes the work of Mark Wu, who was
neither a missionary nor an Oberlin alumnus. As a teacher
and an administrator of Ming Hsien, he led the faculty and
students through countless hardships, and was the first from
OSMA’ s former personnel in China to reach out and re-es-

tablish the relationship with OSMA in 1979. This chapter is a
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tribute to him.

All the foreign names in the Guide are treated based on the
common practice of translation. The Guide adopted Chinese
names that have been either used or accepted by the main
characters themselves or as they appear in historical litera-
ture. For names that didn’t have commonly accepted Chinese
translations, transliterations were adopted based on The
Translation Manual of English Names published by The Com-
mercial Press ( Beijing, China). The Oberlin College Ar-
chives holds the copyright on the photographs used in this
book. To use them in publication or media production,
please seek permission from the Archives using their website
to contact them at http://www.oberlin.edu/archive/contact/
index.html.

Funded by a grant from the Andrew Mellon Foundation to
the Five Colleges of Ohio®, a digital collection titled “Shan-
si: Oberlin and Asia” was initiated in 2010?, and consists

of selected materials relating to the work of missionaries and

(D The name of the grant is Next Steps in the Next Generation Library
Integrating Digital Collection into the Liberal Arts Curriculum.

2 The URL of the digital collections: hitp://www. oberlin. edu/li-
brary/ digital/shansi/.



Shanxi Representatives in China as well as other countries.
These selected materials comprise photographs of * Oberlin
Band” members and Shanxi Representatives, diaries, lel-
ters, maps and newsletters. Some photographs and manu-
seripts of H. H. Kung are also included. Since the digitized
materials are only the tip of the iceberg, this Guide serves as
an essential tool 1o assist researchers to find more and targe-
ted materials.

The Oberlin College Archives is housed on the 4th floor of
Oberlin College Mudd Learning Center. Detailed hours can
be found on the Archives’ homepage : http://www.oberlin.
edu/archive. Please contact Archives staff for detailed infor-
mation on the archival collections.

The author wishes to express her most sincere appreciation
to Professor Guoqing Li, the Chinese Studies Librarian at
The Ohio State University Library, for his support and in-
sightful advice during the translation process. The author
would also like to thank Mr. Ken Grossi, Archivist, and Ms.
Anne Salsich, Associate Archivist at the Oberlin College Ar-
chives for their generous support in painstakingly finding ma-
terials and checking facts for this project. Last but not least,

special acknowledgement goes to the executive editors who
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relentlessly proofread the content and thoughtfully fine-tuned

the structure.

Xi Chen
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