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Nujiang River Gorge

The Lisu minority, previously a
nomadic tribe, number more than 1,
= 000,000 almost half of whom live in

the mountainous area between the

=]

Nujiang and the Lancang River.
& Nujiang Lisu Autonomous Prefecture
K in northwestern Yunnan Province,
bordering Myanmar to the west

Y Chinese and Tibet to the north, with

R Lushui, Lanping, Fugong and
Gongshan counties under its
jurisdiction, is one of the major centers
& inhabited by the Lisu people. The total
population of the area is 490,000, of
which 290,000 are Lisu people. their




KRR . ot
Flying over the PaEk B iR X, Bk, ZPE fE

e S FrlA R, BA49T,
b I 23 5, T (BRI A
K2 R RO T, BLE D
R B8 AR R . S (LA
HE2 0 R, BRI, PO
P, TIREKRR, SRR R



According to historical records and folk legends, the fore-
bears of the Lisus were a branch of the Digiang people,
known as Zuoyi, Shiman or Shunman. They have experi-
enced four major migrations in their history before finally
settling in the Nujiang River valley and northern myanmar.
Some also live in smaller communities in Hunan and
Sichuan provinces, other prefectures or counties in Yunnan
province and in other parts of Southeast Asia..

The Lisus in the Nujiang River valley retain many of
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old traditions and customs in spite of the leap forward in the development of
society. Nowadays the primitive and modern civilizations are developing side

by side in harmony, resulting in a unique society, known as a living fossil,

maintaining many special ways of life and methods of production.
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Dancing “Gua Qi Qi”(a kind of
ethnic dance) in the garden
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A house constructed
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The Lisus' houses are mainly
constructed of bamboo and wood,
and are supported on stilts , and there
are a smaller number of wood-
beamed houses and mud-brick
houses.

The houses on stilts, literally
translated as houses supported by
thousands of legs, were invented by
the Lisus to enable them to inhabit

mountainous areas with steep cliffs
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A village built
on the steep slopes
of a mountain
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and deep valleys. They have good ventilation
and provide effective protection against wild
animals and mountain miasma.

The time when a house is built is carefully
chosen and usually falls on the Lisus' New
Year ( Kuoshi Festival). The method of
construction is simple, using bamboo and
wood, and the whole is carried out without
using a single nail. The frame of the house is

secured with thin strips of bamboo and

construction is completed in one day.

A house on stflfsf




