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¢ Preparation )

Prepare yourself for this unit by doing research on the given terms
or other necessary background information through the Internet

and other sources.

Terms

Information

Chinese Version

The Emperor of All Maladies
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(Continued)

Terms Information Chinese Version

Hodgkin’s disease

Atossa

William Halsted

J- B. S Haldane

Bram-stormmg

EP» How much do you know about cancer? What are the possible causes?
Is it curable? '

E» Can you tell a story abdmt someone who has sm:cessﬁllly overcome

cancer?
E» Howwould a major crisis like cancer affect an mdmdual?



Text A The Emperor of All Maladies

From the Prologue of The Emperor of All Maladies
By Siddhartha Mukherjee

Diseases desperate grown
By desperate appliance are relieved,
Or not at all.

—William Shakespeare, Hamlet

Cancer begins and ends with people. In the midst of scientific abstraction, it
is sometimes possible to forget this one basic fact.... Doctors treat diseases,
but they also treat people, and this precondition of their professional
existence sometimes pulls them in two directions at once.

—June Goodfield

On the morning of May 19, 2004, Carla Reed, a thirty-year-old kindergarten
teacher from Ipswich, Massachusetts, a mother of three young children, woke
up in bed with a headache. “Not just any headache,” she would recall later, “but a
sort of numbness in my head. The kind of numbness that instantly tells you that
something is terribly wrong”

Something had been terribly wrong for nearly a month. Late in April, Carla had
discovered a few bruises on her back. They had suddenly appeared one morning,
like strange stigmata, then grown and vanished over the next month, leaving
large map-shaped marks on her back. Almost indiscernibly, her gums had begun
to turn white. By early May, Carla, a vivacious, energetic woman accustomed
to spending hours in the classroom chasing down five- and six-year-olds, could



