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SOUTHEAST GUIZHOU

iandongnan ( Southeast
Guizhou) Miao & Dong Autonomous
Prefecture covers an area of 30.300
square kilometres, and has jurisdiction over one city and 15
counties with a total population of 3,680,000. Inhabiting here
for centuries are more than 20 nationalities, such as the Miao,
Dong, Han, Buyi, Zhuang, Tujia. Shui, Yao etc, among whom
the Miao and the Dong nationalities make up 61.5% of the total
population of the prefecture and are mostly living in this region
of China.

All the brave and hardworking nationalities have not only
opened up the land called "a land that cannot be exchanged
even with gold” by the economists with their wisdom and |a-
bour, but also created their own unique national cultures and
living customs. Over 300 festivals of the minority nationalities
are celebrated in the prefecture every year, On the festival occa-
sions. the people of minority nationalities are dressed in their
full-coloured, elaborately—embroidered costumes with various

@ silver ornaments to sing folk
songs, flying songs. love songs,
to give mixed chorus, lusheng
dance, bronze drum dance,
wooden drum dance. bench
dance, to play lusheng. ox—leg
shaped qin. Caigetang. Dong
operas, firecracker—scrambling
and to hold bull-fighting,
bird—fighting. horse racing.
dragon boat racing... all of these
activities are competing with
each other for beauty of looks
and showing extraordinary
splendour, which may cause
people dazzled. Furthermore, the
minority nationalities have their
own distinctive guest—receiving
rites, such as "road—block drink-
ing®, "village—gate—block drink-
ing", "door—block-drinking” etc.
as well as their antique and ele-
gant pile—dwellings of the Miao
people, drum—towers and
roofed—bridges of the Dong People. Fascinations can be seen
everywhere in the prefecture and no wonder scholars from all
over the world come to visit with great admiration and call it" a
living dictionary of national art®.

Qiandongnan enjoys a warm climate and is abundant in
rainfalls. Its annual average temperature is about 14T to
18.6C . The prefecture has a convenient traffic and is rich in
natural resoureces. The Qingshui River, the Duliu River and the

Wuyang River as well as Hunan—Guizhou and Guizhou—Guanxi

trunk railways pass through the region; saveral dozens of minerals deposited in
the prefecture are mercury. gold, coal, manganese, antimony, bronze, ilmenite,
barite, marble etc. Huge amounts of primeval forests are covering Mount Leij-
gong (Thunder God). Mount Yueliang (Moon) and Mount Doupeng
(Bampoo Hat)

The charming and magnificent sights appear on Mount Yuntai with over-
lapping ridges and peaks, vertical and horizontal deep valleys; the Wuyang
mountains and waters present their antique, elegant, queer and fascinating
views while the Black Dragon Cave offer its age—old historic temples and build-
ings. The prefecture is also rich in forest resources. More than 2000 plant spe-
cies are growing here and a national forest park and zoo has come into being.
Besides. many sorts of rare trees are found within the region, like the Chinese tu-
lip trees and the Chinese deciduous fir trees known as "the living fossil*; differ-
ent kinds of rare animals are living in the forests, like serows, pangolins, rhesus
monkeys, black bears: rare medicinal herbs are existing in the mountains, like
Gastrodia flata, Eucommia ulmoides, etc. Encircling half way up the mountains
are terraced fields while at the foot of the mountains lie the level land and vast
cropland, and footpaths linking the fields that are teeming with grains and eco-
nomic plants. Rape flowers are blooming in spring: wheat waves are rolling in
summer and rice flowers are floating with aropa in autumn. The prefecture has
now become a well—known land of fish and rice...

The "reform and open” policy has brought the Autonomous Prefecture a
new vigour. The excellent environment and various favourable policies for
investment have made the prefecture the best place for investors to fully display
their talents whether yesterday, today or tomaorrow.
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This is a garden of various nationalities

With a riot of colours on the green land.
This is a charming place

With odd, numerous and hereditary customs;

Thisis a world of simple affection,
Of passionate love
And of beautiful stories
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Festivals of Nationalities

ALiving Dictionary of National Art

ﬁ%&eﬂﬁﬁi With Countless silver flowers
E%l—ﬁy% And ancient civilization,
%ﬁ\B%‘iE%ﬂ%B’Q?‘EﬁB They are sacrificing to the forefathers
%Rﬁéﬁ%%ygﬂgi;ﬁ Singing the praise of the real happy life.
@‘{éﬁg Every festival is

%BIEEWEE A legend of myths and tales.
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The Lusheng Festival
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Bamboo Horn

EFE  Onthe Lusheng rena
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Rushing on to the Front
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Affectionsin the Wine
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The Old Man with a Thrush
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Lusheng Contest
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Drying the ‘Dragon’
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Lifting the ‘Dragon’

g&8E Installing the ‘Dragon’

Dragon Boat Race




