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Preface

In recent years the Chinese government has paid increasing attention to
environmental problems. Along with the fast pace of economic development,
environmental problems have becoming more pressing by the day, and environmental
participation has gradually become a popular topic for discussion including by the
general public. People have begun to criticize the negative consequences of the pursuit of
economic growth at the cost of the environment, and to regard environmental governance
as a problem which is closely connected to social quality and the quality of life. To deal
with this, the Chinese government has strengthened its efforts in environmental
governance and a series of environmental protection laws and regulations have been
passed in order to deal with the challenge posed by environmental pollution. Of course,
the environmental problem is not only a governance problem, it is also a problem of
social management. Solving this problem requires not only policy making and the
application of technical solutions but also citizens’ participation. In pace with industrial
development and the progress of urbanization, people are increasingly feeling the close
connection between the environment they live in and their own interests. Environmental
governance requires the involvement and broad participation of the population. Against
this background, the concept of environmental democracy has gradually been accepted
by the population, it has been introduced into the conduct of environmental governance
as a way of creating various paths for participation, and government has also
enthusiastically promoted public supervision of environmental governance and activities
relating to social innovation.

In order to drive this process forward, we need to strengthen citizens’ awareness
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of environmental participation and related practices, and also to enthusiastically study
the experience of European and North Amgrican countries in environmental
governance. These countries have a long history of progress with industrialization, the
problem of environmental pollution appeared relatively early, and therefore social
actions directed against environmental pollution also occurred relatively early. In the
subsequent process of modernization, these countries also accumulated a great deal of
successful experience in environmental governance. Studying these countries’
experience has great relevance to the development of China’s environmental
governance. The process of China’s industrialization and urbanization began relatively
late, but has progressed very fast, involving the pursuit of modernization within a
compressed time frame. This means that certain problems encountered in the early
stages of industrialization in European and North American countries and problems
which appeared in the post-industrial period may in China appear simultaneously. This
means that both early and recent diverse experiences in processes of environmental
democracy in Europe and North America can provide lessons for China in meeting its
present environmental challenges. Studying and discussing European and American
experience can help us to find ways to solve environmental problems in China.

At the same time, environmental governance is not just a problem which each
country faces individually, but rather it is a global problem. Environmental governance
is a globalized enterprise, based on humanity’s common purpose. In the global village
which we inhabit together, an ecological disaster in one place can affect other parts of
the globe. For this reason, it is imperative to strengthen international exchange, carry
out research cooperation and to discuss environmental governance as part of a
globalized agenda. With this recognition, this research will initiate a discussion of
international experiences in environmental governance, and recall the theory,
perspectives and policies of European and American experience of environmental
participation. The research is composed of the following sections:

In “European Experience of Public Participation in Environmental Governance ”,

Guanli Zhang, Ka Lin and Neil Munro outline the theory concepts, paths and methods



of European public participation in environmental governance, and in this way provide
a theoretical foundation for the book. They also define the general framework and
scope of the areas involved in citizen participation. In this discussion, fhe authors touch
on the core concepts involved in European discussions of environmental democracy,
such as channels of participation, practical experience, policy models and so on, whilst
emphasizing the government-society relationship which influences these processes.

Next, Sander Chan’s “Voluntary Environmental Approaches — Experiences in the
EU” discusses how to promote enterprises’ voluntary environmental protection actions
by means of governmental regulations. This research concerns voluntary environmental
protection activities; it discusses the relevant European Union environmental policies
from the point of view of policy research as well as how to promote citizens’
environmental participation by means of legislation and policy-making in each member
state. Hinrich Voss’s “Environmental public Participation in the UK” presents a case
study. Taking the UK as an example, it discusses core questions of public participation in
environmental governance. His discussion has quite strong theoretical implications, and
by means of individual examples illustrates processes of public participation, key
problems and societal influence.

In addition, Juha Kaskinen has provided us with a fine example of how to study
environmental public participation with a study on the influence of public participation
on environmental regulations and policy-making in Finland. In this research, he describes
Finland’s environmental protection policy-making process and institutions and advocates
the use of the internet and crowdsourcing to strengthen environmental information
disclosure and dissemination, making crowdsourcing an important path of citizens’
environmental participation. The paper “Public Participation in Water Management—
EU Practices and Experiences” by scholars at the Stockholm International Water
Institute focusses on public participation in protection of the aquatic environment.
Through an exploration of the water governance agenda, this research emphasizes the
roles played by stakeholders in participatory governance through diverse methods and

channels of public participation. Moreover, this research explores three particular cases:
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the first is the management of aquatic resources by Baltic countries like Sweden; and the
second is the protection of aquatic resources in the Rhipe River in Germany, and the third
is the case of the North Sea and Scotland. This research emphasizes the role and
influence of the public in protecting aquatic resources.

Comparative research by Kai Wang and Laurent J.G. van der Maesen on
experience with public environmental participation in the Hague and Gentian Qejvanaj
and Ka Lin’s comparison of Chinese and Italian environmental governance bring an
international comparative perspective. Wang and van der Maesen advocate an approach
to analyze from the point of view of social subjects, emphasizing motivations for
participation and the interactions of government, academia, social networks and the
private sector. This research is based on the experience of the Hague in the
Netherlands, and in the course of the analysis it uncovers the social basis and political
drivers of environmental participation. Gentian Qejvanaj and Ka Lin’s paper discusses
European environmental policy and its implementation in different countries. Through
an analysis of central government, local and European Union relations in Italy, it
uncovers the challenges and policy drivers faced by Italy as a European Union member
state in implementing and promoting environmental protection policy. Through a
comparison with the Chinese system, the features of the Italian system are revealed
more clearly, reflecting the contradictions faced by all countries in implementing
European Union laws and regulations.

Apart from European Union countries, this book also touches on American and
Thai experience with environmental governance and public participation, specifically
through Tseming Yang’s “The US System of Environmental Information Disclosure
and its Role in Encouraging Public Participation”. Yang’s paper explains the benefits of
information disclosure regulations for environmental governance. It advocates
information openness, environmental education, as well as the importance of such
factors as the harmonization of the interests of stakeholders. Since the availability of
enviornmental information is one of the preconditions of public enviornmental

participation , this paper discusses the inflence of establishing the rules about



information discloure in US on people’s actions of enviornmental protection. Finally,
Peter Herrmann’s  “Environmental Democracy—New Challenges” investigates from
a theoretical perspective public participation in environmental govefnance and social
quality, and from the point of view of development studies discusses the importance of
environmental democracy for global sustainable development. This research
emphasises the linkages between environmental democracy and global issues and the
relation of economic development to social quality. At the same time, this research
reflects on human progress, human rights Cincluding environmental rights) and
strategies for dealing with global challenges. The discussion sets forth the relevant
agenda from a macro perspective, emphasising the purport of this book and distilling
relevant theory to provide a very satisfying conclusion.

In this research, we can note that a great deal of work has been done on a
cooperative basis: European scholars with non-European scholars, scholars from
developing countries with scholars from developed countries, and Chinese and foreign
scholars have pushed the research forward through common efforts. As a result, the fruits
of this research will not only benefit Chinese readers, but also give inspiration to
international readers. With this in mind, this book has been edited in two languages so
that Chinese scholars and foreign scholars can both use it. We hope that this research, as
the fruit of joint efforts by both European and non-European scholars, can make a certain
contribution to the theory of public participation in environmental governance, and can

provide basic knowledge for Chinese scholars to understand European experience.
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