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PART ONE WRITING SKILLS

Chapter One
The Sentence

We know that English writing is a process of making sen-
tences with words, then building up paragraphs with sentences,
and finally building up essays with paragraphs. When people
begin writing, they usually begin with sentences. Therefore, let
us start with the sentence and the basic English grammar in
this chapter.

1 . What Is a Sentence

What is a sentence 7 A sentence is a group of words that
makes complete sense. It begins with a capital letter and ends
with a period(full stop) ,question or exclamation marks.

I . Types of Sentences

1. DECLARATIVE, INTERROGATIVE, IMPERATIVE,
AND EXCLAMATORY SENTENCES

According to their uses , sentences can be classified into

1



declaractive, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory. A
declarative sentence makes a statement. An interrogative sen-
tence asks a question. An imperative sentence gives a command
or makes a request. And an exclamatory sentence expresses a
strong feeling or emotion, such as joy and anger, pleasure and
SOTTOW.

She teaches us English. (Statement)

Have you ever been to Hongkong 7 (Question)

Take a handkerchief with you. (Command)

Please help me with my work. (Request)

Oh, how large your room is! (Exclamation)
2.SIMPLE, COMPOUND, AND COMPLEX SENTENCES

According to their structures, sentences can also be classi-
fied into simple, compound,and complex sentences.

The simple sentence expresses one idea only. It has one
subject and one predicate or, sometimes, more than one subject
and one predicate,or one subject and more than one predicate.
There are five basic sentence patterns in simple sentences.

~ 1)SV/There+ be + adv. (subject and predicate)
The sun rises. :
He coughs badly.
There is a stamp album on the shelf.
2)SVP(subject, link — verb, and predicative)
This is an antler.

He is a postgraduate student.
They fall ill.



3)SVO(Subject , predicate ,and object)
He has studied reading and writing at the.
University of Hampshire. :
My sister won an essay contest.
The mother has borne twin girls.
4) SVIO ( subject, predicate, indirect object and direct
object) '
She gave me an English book.
He passes me the salt on the table.
He bought his wife a beautiful skirt.
5) SVOC ( subject, predicate, object, and object
complement)
He helps teenagers become better writers.
I heard her playing the piano in the next door.
The boss wants his staff to study English.

Thousands of English sentences are made up of these five
basic sentence patterns, or derived from them. So it is impor-
tant to remember these basic structures. Of course, we some-
times meet some sentences without a subject or ;;redicate or
both, like “wheat”, “ same,” and “ How much ? ” instead of
“This is wheat. ” “They are the same. ” and “How much is
it?” _

Attributes and adverbs, though they are not essential ele-
ments of a sentence, help to make the meaning of a word or
sentence they modify clear and complete.

He passes a sleepless night.



The north wind brings a heavy snow.
Cranmer reads the story about a migrant Vxemamme
boy excitedly.

The compound sentence contains more than one idea. In
this type of sentence all ideas expressed have an equal value.
The compound sentence is made up of two or more simple sen-
tences joined by conjunctions. The main conjunctioné used to
form compound sentences are:and, but, yet, both-*-and, either-+*
or, neither***nor, and not only -+ but.Note that in the negative
“both-:-and”and “either-+-or "become “neither-:-nor”.

Michael likes eggs and he often has two for breakfast.
Tom is reading but Mary is writing.
Ann wants to play with Alan but Alan runs away.

The complex sentence contains one main idea(called the-
Main Clause) and one or more secondary ideas( called Subordi-
nate Clauses) . Subordinate Clauses are classified into three cate-
gories in the light of the work each does. If it is doing the work
of an adjective, it is called an Adjective Clause , if doing the
work of a noun, a Noun Clause, if doing the work of an advreb
an Adverb Clause. ;

The Adjective Clauses are joined to the main clauses by
Relative Pronouns, such as who, whom, which and that. Who
and whom are used for people, whose is used both for people
and things; which is used for things; that is for people and
* things. Who is the nominative form, whom is the objective
form; that and which can be nominative or objective.
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