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EDITOR’S NOTE

The National Anthem of the People’s Republic of China epitomizes the Chinese national spirit
and demonstrates one of the central dynamics of the constant national development. Singing
and playing the national anthem, the lively form of patriotic education, can not only enhance our
pride in the great nation, but lift our cohesive national spirit .

The national anthem, originally known as March of the Volunteers, has undergone several
changes. It was adopted as a provisional national anthem of the People’'s Republic of China on
September 27th, 1949. New lyrics were written for it and the score was altered in three places
in 1978. On December 4th, 1982, the 1978 version was abandoned, and the original version
was restored. It was not until March 14th, 2004 that a provision was added to the Constitution
of the People's Republic of China that March of the Volunteers be its official national anthem.
Apart from the lyrics, the score of the anthem has been modified for many times, resulting in
a lack of consensus on its orchestration, which has led to confusion in the national anthem’s
performance.

The use of the national anthem should be solemn. | have studied a good number of monographs
and recordings of the national anthem, and consulted with a rich array of musicians. It provides
the basis for us to make this careful revision and complete the recordings to showcase the
authentic national anthem. It is our sincere hope that this book will serve as an authoritative
model for the correct performance of the National Anthem of the People’s Republic of China.

YU Hai
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March of the Volunteers was composed by TIAN Han and set to music by NIE Er. It was
originally featured as the theme song for Children of Troubled Times, a film produced in April
1935. Full of tremendous momentum, the song is the epitome of the courage and tenacity of the
Chinese nation, and has encouraged its people to battle for freedom and liberation.

March of the Volunteers was adopted as a provisional national anthem of the People's Republic
of China in the 1st Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference on September 27th,
1949. It was raised to official status as the National Anthem of the People’s Republic of China in
the 5th National People’s Congress on December 4th, 1982. It was not until March 14th, 2004
that the national anthem March of the Volunteers was constitutionalized.




H X

TIAN HAN

(1898-1968)



e \
E3%
NOLLDNAOH LNI

iR (1898-1968) , FELEEMZR. BUFR. iTA. REFS, HRKIPA. 1916 F
EHEBZF. 1919 FSMPFEPEFS, 1921 FEBAEFEHRAIER . RFLOE, TLB
glhmER, MAOFLUERISUERH AENFZARED. 1930 FEFEAREREIREKE
PITEREBIC, 1932 F2IPEHE, FHhH EBPRENUITFERSER, B
BIVEIER]. BBFIBFEIAR., MBKFTH, SNBAREERFNERBAEZSBAME
=7, BRRERRIA. MEEEN, BEHERMEA, FRNBEEEMN. PEARH
MERZEHEFENEEERE, PERIMER, ULERHMSABRRK. ZARVERERR
BiFR,

EARSTEGNXNEARE, BPEERINTHRE, MEHNEEHOERNTE
BHEGE R BENERESWEA . HEWWELIEAHEORMR. BAUNFEW BN
FRRAGIRIEE \EHETR. SAIER]. TR, X, BRI 100 RE8. AEEXBIFHM
#i7, HPLBEIKMN (X EEHRTH) RAMEFTLEARNABANE, EHREER
PEARSNEER. £FEFRMFE, 5 (AINE) 16 BTt

TIAN Han (1898-1968), Chinese drama activist, playwright and poet. He was born in Changsha,
Hunan Province, and his original name was Shouchang. He went to study in Japan in 1916,
joined the Society of Chinese Youth in 1919, and founded the Creation Society with GUO Moruo
in 1921 to popularize romanticism in creative writing. After his return to China, TIAN founded
the South China Society in Shanghai to promote modern drama, its writing and performance.
He acted as the secretary of the executive committee of the League of Chinese Left-Wing
Dramatists in 1930. He joined the Communist Party of China in 1932, served as a member of
the art committee of the CPC Shanghai Central Bureau, and meantime wrote dramas, librettos
and screenplays. TIAN organized groups of musicians and performers for anti-Japanese
propaganda. After the People's Republic of China was founded, he acted successively as the
vice-president of China Federation of Literary and Art Circles, the president of China Theater
Association and the director of the Drama Development Bureau-and of the Art Administration
Bureau under the Ministry of Culture.

For his entire life, TIAN was devoted to the culture and art of China. He was a leader in the
production of songs and films in the early years of the Chinese revolution as well as a pioneer of
Chinese drama and its reform. His works were famous for their spirit of the times, revolutionary
fervor and positive romanticism. Apart from a wealth of poems and lyrics, he produced over
100 works of stage plays, operas and film scripts. The most famous of them is March of the
Volunteers, the later National Anthem of the People's Republic of China. TIAN was a prolific
writer; his works were collected in the 16-volume The Collected Works of TIAN Han.



fiEth: 5 H

MUSIC : NIE ER

H o
o H-
NIE ER

(1912-1935)




v 1
SESE
NOILDNAOU.LNI

S2H (1912-1935) , FEFHR. REBETFE, FFX(—EKZ), ZMERA EH
SER, BNRFER, RRESHRIERR. PEEARISN#LFEIEDD. 1930 F
E Ll BFEANBERRE/NMEET. ERIRSIMAERS R, WA BRETIE, AF
BHERZEARTILTEDD. 1933 FMAREHR. 1934 FMABRIBR QD ERFERE
T1F. 1935 S5 EL, BUBRZA, 7 B 17 BEERHRBBSERKE, REHKST,

SENSEREMFEZEDE 1933 = 1935 Fi8, AXEBREBEPMENET (NEE
BT ) (RIEtaR) (EedkaR) (Hrictt) (BB TaOEK) & 37 a3, RMTHFEAR
KARRGREEMRMERE R, R “N—/" FXREPFEARNBYENEREEE. ZE
eI SE TP EA, tFREEHBNRRSEMAER, RtbR®RT
LIS MA RN BERE.

SR (SIIEE) SREFRINSFRMNE. & (BELE) A5,

NIE Er (1912-1935), Chinese composer. He was born in Yuxi, Yunnan Province; his original
name was Shouxin, and he styled himself Ziyi. Brought up in a poor family, he displayed an
interest in music from an early age and could play many traditional Chinese instruments.
In middle school, he joined progressive student movements. He went to Shanghai in 1930
and entered the Mingyue Musical Drama Society as a violinist in the following year. He took
an active part in leftist work and was busy with artistic creation and criticism. He joined the
Communist Party of China in 1933 and EMI in 1934 in charge of its music department. On July
17, 1935, on his way to the Soviet Union, he drowned when swimming near a beach in Fujisawa,
Japan.

The boom of NIE's artistic creation was between 1933 and 1935, when he created a total of 37
musical pieces including March of the Volunteers, Graduation Song, New Women, Singing Girl
Downtrodden, which all display the bravery of the suffering Chinese people and their patriotic
resistance against Japanese aggression in the aftermath of the 9-18 Incident (or the Mukden
Incident of 1931). Highly reflective of the national characteristics and zeitgeist, NIE's music has
inspired generations of Chinese people.

In addition, he arranged four masterpieces of Chinese folk music among which Dance of Golden
Snake is the most famous. The Complete Works of NIE Er in two volumes was published in his
name.
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YU Hai (1955- ), member of the National Committee of the Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference, committee member of the China Federation of Literary and Art
Circles, chairman of the China Association for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles, committee
member of the Chinese Musicians Association, and national first-class conductor.

YU Hai is a graduate of the conducting department of the Central Conservatory of Music who
studied under famous conductors and educators including Professor HUANG Feili, Professor
LI Huade and Professor LV Shuzhong. In the Military Band of the People’s Liberation Army of
China, he successively held the posts of performer, conductor, band director, deputy regimental
commander regimental commander and music director. As a conductor, YU has given more
than 1000 concerts and worked with many famous orchestras and military bands both at home
and abroad, such as the Military Band, the China National Symphony Orchestra, the Central
Philharmonic Orchestra, the China National Radio Orchestra, the China National Opera
Orchestra, the China National Orchestra, the Shandong Provincial Symphony Orchestra, the
Hunan Provincial Symphony Orchestra, Zhejiang Provincial Symphony Orchestra, and the
Australian Army Band.

YU'’s artistic career has been closely connected with the grand ceremonies of the country.
He has been received and appreciated by many CPC and state leaders, and a number of
foreign leaders. He has for many times conducted on the opening and closing ceremonies of
the National Congress of the Chinese Communist Party, the National People’s Congress, and
the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference. He was
the principal conductor of the 1000-performer joint military band at the celebration of the 50th
anniversary of the People's Republic of China at Tian'anmen Square in 1999. At the opening
ceremony of the Beijing Olympic Games in 2008, he conducted the Military Band and gave a
successful performance of all the ceremonial music. In 2009, he acted as not only the leader
of the 1500-performer joint military band but also the principal conductor and art director of a
4000-member troupe performed at Tian'anmen square to celebrate the 60th anniversary of
the People's Republic of China, and in that year, he was named by Music Weekly “Person of
the Year for Chinese Music". In 2011, he was honored as a “Master of Virtue and Art” by the
General Political Department of the PLA. On September 3, 2015, a grand military parade took
place in Tian'anmen Square to mark the 70th Anniversary of the Victory of the Chinese People’s
War Against Japanese Aggression. YU was appointed to be the director and chief conductor of
the 1200-performer military band. '

YU took a leading part in establishing the China Association for Symphonic Bands and
Ensembles in 2004 and was elected as its chairman. YU was in the standing committee of
the national council for art education sponsored by the Ministry of Education since 2010, and
has been invited to present in expert panels and act as a judge in many international wind
competitions held in foreign countries.
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Lang Lang (1982- ), famous pianist. He was born in Shenyang, Liaoning Province. He studied
under professor Gary Graffman before his graduation from Curtis Institute of Music in 2002.
He has won the Honorary Fellowship of St.Peter's College of the University of Oxford, the
Honorary Doctorates from Royal Academy of Music and Manhattan School of Music; he is also
the member of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany and the member of the

Ordre des Arts et des Lettres. He was designated as the United Nations Messenger of Peace in
2013.

Lang Lang is the first Chinese pianist who has been engaged by the Vienna Philharmonic, the
Berlin Philharmonic, American top five orchestras and other world's leading orchestras and kept
a successful completion of long-term cooperation with them. He has won many authoritative
awards of classical music including ECHO Klassik, Classical Brits Award, Leonard Bernstein
Award, and Internationale Mendelssohn-Preis zu Leipzig. He has appeared on many important
occasions such as the 2006 World Cup opening ceremony concert, the Opening Ceremony of
the 2008 Beijing Olympics, the Nobel Peace Prize Awards ceremonial concerts in 2007 and
2009, and the 2014 UN Day concert. He is also the first Chinese pianist who played piano solo
in the White House, who was invited by the British Royal Family to perform commissioned
works at the British Queen's Diamond Jubilee concert, and who performed at the Grammy
Awards in 2008, 2014 and 2015.

New York Times praised him as the “hottest artist on the classical music planet”. In 2009, Time
magazine included Lang Lang on the list of Top 100 Influential People. La Repubblica from
Expo Milano 2015 called him “China's Name Card”. Steinway & Sons Pianos, for the first time
in its 150 years' history, named one of its piano series after a single artist when they introduced
The Lang Lang Piano to China.

He has released many record albums (TELARC, DG and Sony) in recent years and has
published two biographies: Lang Lang, Journey of A Thousand Miles: My Story in 2008 and /
am Lang Lang in 2009. In January 2015, Lang Lang's first series of piano teaching materials
Mastering the Piano (Chinese version) was launched in Shanghai. In February 2015, the first
concert film in China, Lang Lang's Appassionata, was in cinemas throughout the nation.



