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Unit 1 The History of Golf

Learning Objectives
® To learn something about the history of golf
® To learn something about the history of golf club

® To learn some skills on making reservations
Warm-up

Activity 1 Picture Description
Please answer the following questions according to pictures below.

A. What are different versions about the origin of golf 7 Please name them respectively.

B. These are the first golf balls in history,do you know what material they are made

of 7
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Activity 2; Pair Works

Ask your partner the following questions. Write down his/her answers and tell him/
her your answers.

1. Do you like golf ?

2. How much do you know about the history of golf ?

3. Which version do you believe is the most reasonable about the origin of golf ?

Text A History of Golf & Golf Equipment

History of Golf
If one has to look back through history and search for instances when man began
to play with a ball and a stick, then almost every country can claim rights to having

invented golf. Then again,a ball and a stick may be used to describe many games
other than golf!

There is no single country that can claim to have invented golf since almost
every country has historical instances of games similar to golf.

Scotland believes that golf was invented by Scottish fishermen to amuse
themselves on the way home from fishing. Other precursors to golf that involved a
ball ,a stick and a target of some sort include Paganica in Rome,a Celtic game called
Shinty , Kolf in Holland and Chui Wan in China.

The term golf too has been derived from old Scots words—glove and gouff.
However, the Dutch term “kolf” meaning “club” was where gouff originated.

Scotland Gets the Honors

It was in 1457 that golf was banned by King James Il of Scotland because it

.2.



Unit1 The History of Golf

distracted the archers from practice and compromised the defense effort. This did
not stop the Scots who braved the wrath of the Parliament and the church to
continue their games. This is also the time when *Links” came into being as the
Scotsmen played their golf game on the seaside courses, which were of no use for
cultivation.

In the early 16th century, Scotland also became home to the world’s first golf
course called St. Andrews. In 1744 the rules of golf were put into writing for the first
time ever. The Royal and Ancient Golf Club( R&A) was established at St. Andrews
in 1754. R&A is considered the world’s premier golf club.

While many European countries lay claim to inventing golf, Holland being the
premier contender, the Scots’s contribution to the game cannot be denied. Golf
emerged from all the various stick and ball games being played all over Europe.
However , it is the Scotsmen who dug a hole into the ground and made putting the ball
into the hole the object of the game. Thus, golf as we know it today is definitely
Scottish in origin.

Great Britain Adopts Golf

Golf became popular in UK in the 17th century when James VI of Scotland and
James I of England became attracted to the sport.

Other Important Golfing Events

® It was during the 1800s that the feather-filled ball being used for many
centuries was finally replaced. The gutta-percha ball or “gutty” started being used.

® The first British Open was played in 1860 at Prestwick, Scotland.
Professionals and amateurs both were allowed to compete.

® 1873 saw the establishment of Canada’s Royal Montreal Club. It has the
distinction of being the first permanent golf club in North America.

®|n 1888 St. Andrews Golf Club was founded at Yonkers, New York. It was
established as a 3-hole layout to start off with. The many apple trees on the course
gave its founders the name—"“The Apple Tree Gang”.

® The first 18-hole course in the US was founded near Wheaton, Illinois in

1893. It is the Chicago Golf Club.
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The History of Golf Equipment

Golf Balls

Golfers were soon tired of hitting pebbles and tried other things. The earliest
man-made golf balls included thin leather bags stuffed with feathers ( they did not fly
very far). The gutta-percha ball was invented in 1848 by Reverend Adam Paterson.
Made from the sap of the gutta tree,this ball could be hit a maximum distance of 225
yards and was very similar to its modern counterpart.

In 1898, Coburn Haskell introduced the first one-piece rubber cored, when
professionally hit these balls reached distances approaching 430 yards.

According to “The Dimpled Golf Ball” by Vincent Mallette, during the early
days of golf, the balls were smooth. Players noticed that as balls became old and
scarred, they traveled farther. After a while players would take new balls and
intentionally pit them.

In 1905, golf ball manufacturer William Taylor was the first to add the dimple
pattern using the Coburn Haskell ball. Golf balls had now taken on their modern
form.

Golf Clubs

Golf clubs have evolved from wooden shaft clubs to today’s sets of woods and
irons with durability, weight distribution and graduation utility. The evolution of
clubs went hand in hand with the evolution of golf balls that were able to withstand
harder whacks.

Carrying & Caddies

During the 1880s, golf bags first came into use. “The beast of burden” is an old
nickname for the caddie who carried golfers’ equipment for them. The first powered
golf car appeared around 1962 and was invented by Merlin L. Halvorson.

Golf Tees

The word“tee” as it relates to the game of golf originated as the name for the
area where a golfer played. In 1889, the first documented portable golf tee was
patented by Scottish golfers William Bloxsom and Arthur Douglas. This golf tee was
made from rubber and had three vertical rubber prongs that held the ball in place.
However, it lay on the ground and did not piece (or pegged) the ground like modemn

4.



Unit 1 The History of Golf

golf tees.

In 1892 ,a British patent was granted to Percy Ellis for his “Perfectum” tee that
did piece ( pegged) the ground. It was a rubber tee with a metal spike. The 1897
“Victor” tee was similar and included a cup-shaped top to better hold the golf ball.
The Victor was patented by Scotsman PM Matthews.

American patents for golf tees include: the first American patent issued to
Scotsman David Dalziel in 1895 ,the 1895 patent issued to American Prosper Senat,
and the 1899 patent for an improved golf tee issued to George Grant.
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