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Foreword

This series of interviews deals with some fascinating stories — memories of
Shanghai that are unique to its Jewish population and the city’s locals.

Michael Blumenthal, the best-known Jewish refugee in Shanghai, and also a
former US Secretary of the Treasury; Rabin, a Nobel Peace Prize winner and former
Prime Minister of Israel; Haim Dotan, a descendant of Jewish refugees and chief
designer of the Israeli National Pavilion at the Shanghai World Expo ... what touching
memories do all these prominent figures have of Shanghai?

Moishe Synagogue, the spiritual home of Jewish refugees, has been renovated,
and the sign of the historical Café Atlantic has been preserved. The Shanghai Jewish
Refugees Museum, after starting from scratch, is gradually turning itself into an
international exhibition hall — how shall we cherish this relic of brotherhood in
adversity?

How did the love story in the Vienna White Horse Café lead to the birth of
an opera of the same name? And how did the “Shanghai Jews” replicate the caf¢ in
Hongkou District?

How has the link between Jewish refugees and Shanghai rickshaws remained
alive for more than seven decades, until the present day?

How did the “Shanghai miracle” spread its fame to the United Nations, and
manage to move Capitol Hill?

It is only when the stories of Jewish refugees in Shanghai enter historical
consciousness and are sealed in the memory of the nation that the spirit of “Peace,
Friendliness and Tolerance” can be fully expressed. This is the essence of “Shanghai

Memories™.
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Blumenthal: Shanghai’s Best-known Jewish Refugee
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Michael Blumenthal is Shanghai’s best-known Jewish
Refugee.

After leaving Shanghai for the United States, he worked
his way through community college, attended the University of
California at Berkeley and finally obtained a Ph. D from Princeton
University. At the age of 35, he became Deputy Assistant Secretary
of the Kennedy administration, and Secretary of the Treasury to the
Carter administration in 1977. Currently, he is the curator of the
Jewish Museum in Berlin.

Although he once vowed never to return, Blumenthal has

returned to the Hongkou District of Shanghai eight times.
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were penmless 'end dependent on the
support of aid organizations. The strange
environment, the primitive conditions in
the refugee homes, and the unusual
climate were the defining features of life
for both adults and children in the "poor
man's exile." Most of the refugees had no
/secure subsistence. The artists and
writers in the refugee community soon
laid the foundations for a diverse cultural
life.
In 1943 the plight of Jewish emigrants
from Germany and Austria worsened
dramatically, As "stateless" refugees,
they were forced to live in a ghetto in the
district of Hongkew,

Please move the mouse across the roadmap!
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Why Emigrate to Shanghai?
the November Pogrom, the situation of German Jews warsened

dramatically. The number to emigrate from Nazi Germany rose sharply after

the anti-Semitic violence on 9710 November 1938, which was centrally
coordinated by the NSDAP,

The countries popular among exiles, such as the USA, Great Britain and
Palestine, imposed restrictive entry regulations. By contrast, there were no
entry restrictions in place for Shanghai in 1938, and the city developed into an
important sanctuary. Up until 1941, almost 20,000 refugees arrived in this
open city on the East China Sea, most of them from Germany, The exiles
either booked passage by ship, sailing via the Suez Canal, Bombay, Colombo,
Singapore and Hong Kong, or they traveled with the Trans-Siberian Railway.
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