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1957-1997
CELEBRATING THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY

OF XJTANGXI TUJIA— MIAO AUTONOMOUS
PREFECTURE OF HUNAN

Xiangxi Tujia and Miao Autonomous Prefecture
of Hunan was founded in September 1957. In the past
40 years, people of all nationalities have united as one
and worked diligently. Under the wise leadership of the
Communist Party of China, they have changed the once
very poor land into a completely new Xiangxi. Since
the introduction of reform and opening policies, people
of Xiangxi have become more open-minded, strength-
ening the reforms. The Xiangxi government has focused
on ending poverty, and developing pillar industries for
agriculture. The beautiful scenery in Xiangxi attracts
lots visitors as well as many foreign ventures. The old
image of Xiangxi--a poor, inaccessible and backward
country--is vanishing; people are marching steadily
towards the world and creating a splendid future.

Economical constructions have been developing
by leaps and bounds in Xiangxi. In the first year of the
Ninth Five-year Plan (1996), the Prefecture's GDP
reached 5.34 billion yuan. Its gross agriculture output
value was 3.026 billion yuan. The volume taxation was
0.745 billion yuan. The general output value of the
township enterprises was 3.436 billion yuan. Textile,
food, building materials, chemical and electric indus-
tries have developed rapidly. The gross industry out-
put value was over 5.06 billion yuan; Xiangquan Co.
Group is among the twenty-eight large-scale enterprises
in the prefecture. 70 products are considered best
quality in Hunan, 16 of which won medals in the first
National Food Exhibition and 4 of which won the
"Baihua" Prize (an award given to the best handicraft
articles made in China).

Infrastructures are improving quickly. There is one
220KW power substation in Jishou, and four 110KW
ones respectively on Yaxi, Wuxi, Baojing and Baisha.
Transmission lines (110KW) erect electrical bridges
between Huayuan and Yougshun, Tongren and Jishou.
This convenient grid system links the entire Xiangxi
area. The old transportation system before liberation
depended mainly on waterways and had only one
Hunan-Sichuan highway. Now, the modern transporta-
tion system includes National Highways 209 and 319,
as well as a railway from Zhicheng, Hubei to Liuzhou,
Guangxi. The highway system criss-crosses 98.6 per-
cent of the towns and 60 percent of the villages in the
prefecture. Xiangxi is becoming a transportation hub.
Meanwhile, post and telecommunication are improving
with each passing year. Telephones have been installed

in both urban and rural areas; pagers and mobile phones
become popular in towns. Telephone capécity is over
80,000 lines. The internet is also developing fast in
Xiangxi.

In order to "march towards the outside world,
and make itself well-known", Xiangxi is now trying ev-
ery effort to carry out the Opening Policy. The Eighth
Five-year Plan period saw export profits of 20.8 mil-
lion US$; over 3.3 million tourists brought in 55.75
million yuan, included 22,400 foreign toursists brought
in 2.12 million US$. In 1996, the export profit of the
prefecture was 9.47 million US$, exploit of foreign
venture under agreement was 1.05 million US$.

Along with rapid economic development, Xiangxi's
social undertaking in science and technology, educa-
tion and culture have also made eye-catching progress.
Science and technology are widely utilized in different
economical fields, and colleges have been established.
The Hope Project built 200 elementary schools in which
97.7 per cent of the schoolage children are currently
enrolled. There are 14,000 college students and
16,000 students in vocational schools. TV is received
in 78.2 per cent of the prefecture area, radio 53.4 per
cent. Art and culture as well as education are impor-
tant priorities to Xiangxi.

The Poverty Relief Program has effectively
imporved living conditions. The number of poor has
been reduced from 0.8 million to 0.43 million in the
past five years. The average annual net income of a
farmer has reached 968 yuan. People in towns and
cities consume an average of 3676 yuan a year. Social
medical and social insurance are improving constantly.
The social labor insurance input reached 75.3 million
yuan. People in both urban and rural areas are becom-
ing rich, the society is peaceful, many talented people
find opportunities to make themselves useful.

The past has clasped, and the future is bright
and splendid, Xiangxi now has its sights set firmly on
the future. People will unite as one surrounding the
Party led by Comrade Jiang Zheming, open Xiangxi
wider, follow the Open Policy more closely and enhance
cooperation with foreign friends to develop natural
resources and the mountainous areas. Xiangxi is ready
to meet the 21st century with a new look. Xiangxi
people are working hard and looking forward to a
brighter and more successful tomorrow.
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The towering Mount Wuling
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Highway winding like a dragon
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Chairman of CPPCC Li
Ruihuan accompanied by
Mr. Li Dalun, Party Secretary
of Xiangxi Prefecture, (in the
middle) is inspecting the
famous wine factory.
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Governor of the prefeture,

Mr. Xiang Shilin (second

from left) accompanies

Mr. Wang Maolin, Party
Secretary of Hunan to

Xiangxi Mandarin Orange Base

LRBEFESEHRENRRANLR
Governor of Hunan Province,
Mr. Yang Zhengwu inspects
Xiangxi's development .
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iangxi is the abbreviation for Xiangxi Tujia—Miao
Autonomous Prefecture which is located in
northwestern Hunan Province. Well situated be-
tween Hunan and Sichuan, touching Hubei and
Guizhou, Xiangxi covers an area of 15, 486 square kilo-
meters. Xiangxi Tujia —Miao Autonomous Prefecture has
jurisdiction over seven counties Longshan, Yongshun,
Baojing, Huayuan, Guzhang,
Fenghuang and Luxi, and one
city — Jishou, the capital of the
prefecture. Twenty —five nationalities
gather here, of the total 2, 480, 000
population, 66. 6 per cent are ethnic, including 860, 000 Tujia and 790, 000 Miao.

Xiangxi is a wonderful place with a long history, picturesque scenery and plain
customs. Streams cross the high and precipitious mountains; old trees reach into the
sky; wild mysterious caves dot the landscape; waterfalls fly down the high cliffs.
Liusha Waterfall is famous for its greatest drop in China. Besides the magical scenery,
ancient temples and towers litter the countryside. For example, the most famous, the
Hall of Ancestry in Laosichen, Yongshun County.

Mountains in Xiangxi are beautiful. Mt. Bamian, a unique peak, is home to wild
sheep and goats. Mt. Gaowanjie has deep forests and many lovely rare birds and
beasts. Mt. Nanhua, beautiful as a phoenix, is green all the year —round. Together, the
mountains are called Wuling, the treasure of Xiangxi.

Waters in Xiangxi are beautiful.  Youshui River has been called Xiangxi’ s
"Mother River” for thousands of years. Mengdong River, running through dangerously high cliffs, invites
tourists to drift down. Pidu River meanders for more than five kilometers (Shi —li in Chinese) with slim
green bamboos standing by both banks. This area is appropriately called the “Shi—li Corridor Picture
Screen” . Qifeng Lake is deep and clean, like a shining pearl. (Qifeng means the place where phoenixes
rest. )

People in Xiangxi are beautiful. They have rich minority culture. There is a Chinese saying, “The wise
enjoy mountains, and the benevolent enjoy lakes and rivers. ” People in Xiangxi are warm —hearted, hard-
working, brave and happy. The beautiful landscape complements their bold and uninhibited characters and
artistic feeling in their songs and dances.

Xiangxi, the wonderland, is also famous for its rare trees like gingko, metasequoia and nanmu; for its
native products like tung oil, raw lacquer, Guzhang tea and Baojing tea; for its medical herbs like Chinese
goldthread rhizome, cork tree bark, rucommia bark and Gastrodia eleta. Xiangxi is called “Home of Natural
Herbs” . More than 60 different kinds of rich mineral resources give Xiangxi another name, “the Golden
Bowl” . Huayuan County with the largest store of Mn in China, is named “the Capital of Manganese” .
Xiangquan and Jiugui are two high —quality wines, famous both at home and overseas.

Xiangxi is undoubtedly a wonderful place with world famous enthusiasm. Welcome friends from all
over the world to Xiangxi, China!
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“Jiugui” wine is
deeply loved by
the customers
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Copper Pillars in Xizhou - built in
LONG HISTORY 939 A.D. (Post —dJin Dynasty),
has records on stopping a war
BAEGFRE, M —etA ARES IR and negotiating peace.
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" In far ancient time, there was trace of human

‘ beings in Xiangxi. Thousands years passed,
Xiangxi has formed a special national culture
which is dazzling among the Hunan culture.
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The Hall of Ancestry—remains
of ancient duke's palace
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Tawo, the former government office of the
border area of Hunan, Hubei, Sichuan and
Guizhou during the Red Army Time in the 1930's

SEKBRE——HHENRELTN
Hanging coffins along Yousui
River—an ancient Way of
burying
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Ancient Huangsigiao
Castle—soldiers' camp

in Qing Dynasty(1644—1911A. D)
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Stonewares from the Old Stone Age Stone axes and ornaments from
the New Stone Age

HENANEXX
Mingwen Ge—a weapon in
RSB URAET the War States, 403—221B. C.
Chunyu, painted with persimmon FRNRTT—AKEETF
TEEH base venise, with tiger buttons Big Huanggian Money—cloth
An ancient official stamp on it. (from Han Dynasty, money in Wangmang Period,

of the local governor 202B. C—220A.D) 8—23A.D
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Jishou City, capital of the prefecture has
become an economy and information
centre in the joint area of Hunan, Hubei,
Sichuan and Guizhou

=W — RRESHIRIE
Yixing (one heart) Pavilion, a
token of unity of all nationatilies
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