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Preface |

Patterns painted or carved on the rock which is called rock art, were created before humans know how to read or
write. Rock art in the whole world contains stories of early human activities. It depicts every aspect of early human
economic and social activities and embodies man’ s talents in abstraction, generalization and imagination. Rock art is
a great epic wrote on rocks. Starting from the earliest hunting—gatherers, rock art depicts human' s production, life,
belief and major social problems in different phases of human history. Rock art not only represents human' s early ar-
tistic creativity, but also contains the earliest evidence of human migration, and unveils the popular concepts and moti-
vations of communication at that time. Through this kind of art, we can find out the substance of human nature: such
as knowledge, culture, art, imagination, religions, etc.

According to the statistics of UNESCO in 2003, over 100,000 pieces of prehistoric works of art were found and
recorded, which include figurines, carved stones and bones, and decorated animals horns and woods collected in mu-
seums and art galleries around the world, and kept in private collection. While most rock art pieces have been dis-
persed in 700,000 sites over the world. It is estimated that there are more than 20 million patterns and symbols. Till
today, rock art accounts for 99% of known prehistoric art, and the total amount may be far beyond our estimation. Al-
though our work of discovery is surely not sufficient, we know that the eldest piece of rock art was created about 40,
000 to 50,000 years ago based on the scientific reports we have received, and scientific methods such as using carbon-
14 to date ancient artifacts and prehistoric climatological data and archeological analysis .

Rock art is found around the world. It is rock art that brings us to the early time of human history, enables us to
travel in the prehistoric world and helps us to find the lost civilization. Rock art is mainly found in places where hu-
mans have lived, which is true in Asia, Africa, Europe, America and Oceania. At the same time, sites of rock art are
usually remote and unfrequented places. Though local people may be aware of their existence, they are not clear about
rock art history. Rock art is a kind of lost civilization. To find which, we cross the turbulent rivers and treacherous
shoals, climb steep cliffs and traverse Gobi desert. While exhausted, a magical and peculiar picture unfolded before
our eyes: we see ancient ancestors’ hunting, nomadizing, sacrifice, cheers, dancing, and wars among tribe--+-- Unfold-



ed scenes bring us to ancient times and the long history suddenly has been telescoped into one evanescent moment.

[t seems that nowadays, art has become arty-farty and decorative in people’ s daily life, which is not that impor-
tant. However, for ancient people, art is indispensable. Early humans of the world resorted to art for the survival, pray-
ing, worship, expressing emotions and recording events. They dance or sing, they paint or carve. Rocks were indeed
used as canvas in early times, patterns were used to record the world history in ancient times.

It was in China that the earliest rock art was found. Rock art is found in ancient classical literatures. "Han Feizi”,
a book written in the third century B.C., recoded that Zhao Zhufu asked people to “cave footprints” in Bowu (south-
west of Pingshan County, Hebei Province). This record illustrates that the custom of carving footprints continued in
central China during the Warring States Period; and footprints rock art have relationship with important events con-
cerning important persons. In the following dynasties, there are also a lot of records of rock art in literature, espcially
in local chronicles of different dynasties..

The rock art of China mainly concentrates in minority border areas. On this vast land of China, rock art has been
discovered from both sides of the Taiwan Straits to the east, the Kunlun Mountains to the west, the Hulun Buir Prai-
rie to the north and Hong Kong and Macau areas to the south. Till today, rock art is found in over 100 counties (ban-
ners) of more than 20 provinces (including Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau) of China, while the total sites and pieces
of rock art have yet not been counted in full scale. Findings of China’ s rock art in the 20th century, with vast amount
and wide distribution, are really big events in the history of Chinese culture.

Since the discovery of Helanshan rock art in 1970s, workers in rock art field of Ningxia have conducted lots of re-
searches, measuring, recording, arranging and protection work during the past three decades. Meanwhile, with the
support of officials from all levels, special management and research institutions were established, rock art books and
journals were published and exhibitions were held in many cities of China. The convening of two annual meetings of
International Rock Engraving Committee of UNESCO in the years of 1991 and 2000 made Helanshan Rock Art influ-
ential in both China and abroad. The present Yinchuan World Rock Art Museum is also the first Rock Art Museum in
China, which will be an important platform to improve national cultural quality. Rock art enables us to have a new un-
derstanding about history and rediscover ourselves as well as our culture root. Rock art study is a global mission,
which requires us to have a global view. Yinchuan World Rock Art Museum can provide scholars and audiences with a
broader prospect. The world has a huge amount of rock art, and audiences can get a brief knowledge of rock art in the
world, as well as national and world rock art studies, especially to have some basic information about Helanshan Rock
art research . This is also what I expected.

Chen Zhaofu
July 31, 2014
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Preface 11

Yinchuan World Rock Art Museum (the Museum), situated in the Park of Helanshan Rock Art Relics (the Park),
has received more than 800,000 visitors since its opening in November 2008. Leaders of the Party and the State, lead-
ers of foreign countries and visitors from all over the world have given high marks to this biggest rock art museum in
the world.

It is fair to say that the inauguration of the Yinchuan World Rock Art Museum has played a permanent role not
only in upgrading the Park’ s position in the field of culture and tourism and enriching the culture and history of Yin-
chuan City, but also in advancing the promotion and exchange of rock art in the world. The Museum is free to both
domestic and foreign visitors and has also hosted those activities as the Helanshan Rock Art Festival and Seminar for
the six successive years, and 10 study tours of pupils known as Rock Art Known by the Kids. In addition, the Museum
has received delegations from Yinshan of Inner Mongolia, Xinzheng of Henan Province and Xianju of Zhejiang Prov-
ince and hosted seminars on protection and exploitation of rock art. Those exhibitions as Touched by the Rock’ s Soul
by Han Meilin are also hosted here.

However, it is pitiful for both Chinese and foreign artists, experts on historical relics and even visitors not to be
able to bring a document or book recording the general picture of rock art in the world for either reading or study af-
ter appreciating the marvelous rock art works. The calls and wishes could be found everyday on the book of visitors’
messages.

I am deeply attached to rock art. In 2002 when Park was in its initial stage, | had the honor to participate in this
hard but meaningful work. In eight years, I witnessed the establishment and development of the Park, its progress
from a small one to such a big one today, and the twists and turns in the course of growing. In yinchuan municipal par-
ty committee municipal government and the social from all walks of life support, eventually make the world's biggest,

China's only rock art museum for the helan mountain rock park the icing on the cake.



Two years since the Museum was established, I left the position of rock art. In the following 3 years after I left
rock art, although I was not working on it, I always concerned about its development. When I was free, [ often went to
the Park to see the mountains and rivers that I and my team had passed by for rock art survey and to visit my old col-
leagues with whom I have worked.

August 2013 is another time which I cannot forget.I came back to the position of rock art and took the responsi-
bilities of protecting, managing and developing the rock art. As a team leader, 1 feel great responsibility upon my
shoulder when seeing numerous visitors come and appreciate the rock art in the Museum. On seeing the words left
by the visitors, I became inspired and faces of expectations seemed to be in front of me.

In order to finish the book called Yinchuan World Rock Art Museum with high quality, 1 assigned the mission to
Mr. Zhang Jianguo, Curator of the museum who is very capable and has strong sense of responsibility, and the entire
team to work closely with him. On the occasion of the Helanshan International Rock Art Forum 2014, the book, which
is made arduous effort by those in rock art of Helan Mountain, is to be published, for which I am more or less relaxed
but still feel a little upset. I wish all friends, who read the book, could give opinions, correct our mistakes and, more
importantly, pay more attention to the rock art of Helan Mountain.

I wish to express my gratitude to Mr. Li Xiangshi, Mr. Chen Zhaofu, Mr. Gong Tianfu and Dr. Su Sheng as well
as other experts on rock art, who have generously provided us with documents. I also wish to thank Mr. Liu Yongping
and others, who has made great efforts to the establishment of exhibition. Without their strong support and selfless
dedication, the Museum would not be unveiled with such diversified works, and the book Yinchuan World Rock Art

Museum would not be published. I wish them good health and all the best.

Wang Xu
August 1, 2014



.

HFNERESEETTEENTRZEALS T 20
HHIAAE N, T 2008 11 A EREALN . EABF
P — SRR KA E SR F M, A AR 4106-F
R, HERBE B EANR, L ER & 2000 F 5
KoH U aA—Pw”  EPEFTHRE3 SNMEAEf
MRS E S AR 68 BLABLH S EHURE £S5

B RO

B E A B LRSS, Sks464F (1), 3R 5 & i
P RiAT T ARA L

MR R AT IRA SR RE AR, AR E
th

MR AR 6 BER BIEAMT B2 @R T 718
RS FIFHAETLFN F3] R RS S0 E L3507



N e

Brief Introduction to Yinchuan World Rock Art Museum

Yinchuan World Rock Art Museum, situated in the Park of
Helanshan Rock Art Relics of Jinshan village, Helan county,
Ningxia province, was opened in November, 2008. It is the only
rock art museum in China and the largest rock art museum in the
world. Buildings of the museum are generally two floors while
some of them have three floors. The total floor space of the muse-
um is 4106 square meters, of which 2,000 square meters is the ex-
hibition area. The Museum is composed of six halls and one cen-
ter. The museum has on permanent display 546 exhibits in total,
representing some of the most significant examples of rock art
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from over 30 countries and regions around the world. The exhib-
its include photography, rubbings, replicas, original artifacts and
primitive art works contemporary with rock art. The masterpiec-
es of world rock art have been systematically introduced.

The museum is well equipped with modern software and
hardware as well as a multimedia information searching system
in order to provide visitors with different perspectives to better
their understanding of rock art. Here is an important place for
amateurs and experts to visit, learn, exchange knowledge and to
study rock art.



BELE®ET

Hall of Rock Art Engraving of Helan Mountain
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