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Preface

The cities of Tianshui and Longnan in southern Gansu province are known as “the Keys to Shaanxi and
Gansu” and “the Throat of Sichuan Province™ for their unique geographic location. Stretching over the Yangtze
River and the Yellow River at the junction where the Loess Plateau and the Qinling mountains meet, the region
is endowed with a mild climate, cool summers, warm winters and abundant rain and sunshine, which makes it
suitable for the growth of grains, commercial plants, trees and vegetables. Thus, the region is called “Jiangnan
landscape of Southern Gansu™.

For more than7,000, people have been living in this region. It is one of the main origins of Chinese
civilization. According to the Records of the Grand Historian by Sima Qian (about 145 BC-87 BC), Fuxi, the
legendary first ancestor of the Chinese, was born here. Therefore, Tianshui is known as the home to Emperor
Fu Xi and the “Holy Land” where domestic and overseas Chinese seek their roots. Qin’an Dadiwan Relic was
the site of ancient villages in the New Stone Age 8,300 to 4,800 years ago. With relative integrity, it preserves
the cultural relics of the early, middle and late stages of Yangshao Civilization and has great archeological and
cultural value. Maijishan Grottos, one of the four most famous grottos in China, has been acclaimed as the
Oriental Sculpture Gallery. There are over 7,730 sculptures and over 1,000 square meters of murals from over
1,600 years from the end of the 4th century to the 20th century. Maijishan Grottos and the grottos in Daxiang
Mountain, Wushan Water Curtain Cave, Lashao Temple, Muti Temple and Chandian Temple, etc. form the
Corridor of Grotto Arts along the eastern ancient Silk Road.

1 once lived in Tianshui and have a deep affection for Tianshui and Longnan. The landscape and culture, the
rich historic heritage, the diverse folk arts and customs, ancient houses and valleys here inspired me to record my
love for my hometown in drawings. This album selects 117 sketches of the famous grottos, natural landscape, folk
houses, folk arts and customs of this region. Completed in over six months, this album was created on the basis of
numerous field studies and sketches from nature. The process was full of hardship and sweat, failure and frustra-
tion, but also artistic pursuit and enjoyment.

Publishing this album fulfilled my dream of expressing my love for my hometown through sketching. I express my
gratitude to my colleagues in publishing for giving me this opportunity, to the editors for their advice, and to my family and
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friends for their tremendous support. Due to the limits to my view and knowledge, there are bound to be shortcomings; so, |
look forward to your advice.

Sui Jianming
Northwest Normal Universit
October, 2014
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