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PREFACE

In 1931 the author published a monograph on Kao chang', with plates of tomb slabs,
annotations and explanations, and also a special paper on Kao-chang®, with interpretations on the
chronology of the Kao-chang Kingdom.® Later in the same year an additional volume* was
published in which the author laid out a programme to publish the results of his archaeological
researches in Sinkiang® in six series of monographs in the following order: Kao-Chang, Pu-
Chang’, Yen-Chi’, Ku-Cha®, Khotan’ and Chiu-Sha.”” By the autumn of 1953, through a grant
from the China Foundation, a second volume of Kao-Chang was published dealing with pottery
wares."!

According to my program, the next monograph should be that on Pu-Chang, viz. Lob
Nor.” But the author was then ordered by the Ministry of Education to proceed to Sinkiang to
study its cultural history, with special attention to archaeology. While I was on my way toward
Tihua (Urumchi), unexpected developments in Sinkiang closed the route, but I was able to
visit the Lob Nor region a second time, with gratifying results.

After returning to Peiping in the autumn of 1934, preparation of a monograph on Lob Nor
was immediately started. During the preliminary stage a few papers were published for those
interested in my work or the archaeological problems involved. In the winter of 1935 the
author was in Si-an, Shensi'* being sent there by the Commission for the Preservation of
Antiquities” to supervise the repairing of old stone tablets known as the “Forest of Tablets,””!
The Chinese Committee of the Scientific Expedition to the Northwest was kind enough to afford
me a separate laboratory for the classification of a part of my Sinkiang collections, which were
removed to Si-an with me.

For the two years between autumn of 1954, and summer of 1936, the preliminary draft of
my monograph on Lop Nor together with the drawing of figures and photographing of objects
had been gradually completed.

In the fatal fall of 1937 Sian was often bombed. For the safety of my collections they were
sent to Hankow' by the aid of Dr. Y. C. Mei, Chancellor of Tsing Hua University’®. But my
research work had to stop at once. By the spring of 1938, when the repairs on the “Forest of
Tablets” were completed, the author joined the faculty of the Northwestern Associated Univer-
sity’ at Chengku,” south Shensi. Next autumn the author went to Chengtu® to carry on
further researches in the National Szechwan University.® At the end of 1939 the editorial work,
on Part II of the present volume was completed. '

After another term of teaching in Chengku in 1940, I returned to Szechwan, staying in
Chung-Ching Hsien® where I wrote some seventy thousand more words, which forms Part I of
the present volume.
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The printing of a fairly large-sized work was impossible during wartime. Last summer I
joined the National Academy of Peiping® as a research fellow in its Institute of History.® With

the financial aid of the Ministry of Education and the China Foundation, the printing of this

monograph was made possible. Thus, the present volume represents a work that has been, off
and on, some fourteen years in preparation.

This monograph, aside from the plates, is divided into four parts. Part I, the Introduction,
is composed of five chapters. It treats of the hydrographical changes of Lob Nor, the history
and culture of Lou-Lan,” the early routes of communication, the contact with the Chinese
during the Han dynasty,” the spread of Chinese culture to the Hsi-yli® region, and the spread of
Buddhism from both the east and the west.

In Chapter I, Part I, basing on my first observations during 1930 and my discoveries of
archaeological evidences around Lob Nor and records of Chinese annals and arguments advanced
by scientists of both hemispheres, I draw my conclusion on the causes and dates of the changes
of the Lob Nor and its tributary, the Tarim.” As it has been a problem known to the Chinese
for the last two thousand years, such changes can be traced from the old records, as well as from
topographic evidences.

Chapter II treats of the history of the Kingdom of Lou-lan. Since the Annals of the Han
Dynasty had a special chapter on Shan-shan™ in the section on the historical geography of Hsi-
yii, the annals of subsequent dynasties all dwelt upon this subject. But their records are rather
sketchy, because there had been no comprehensive understanding of the region as a whole.
From my archaeological finds, however, I can trace a continuous series of events and relations

‘between Hsi-yii and China from the Han dynasty to the present, at least in a general way, more

systematic than hithertofore.
Lou-Lan has long been known to hold the key of communication between the east and the
west. In Chapter 1II, Part I, it is pointed out that the Han-shu™ recorded only those routes

.after Hsuan-yuan™ (49-33 B.C.) namely the “north” and the “south” routes from Shan-shan and

Chieh-shih® respectively. But the earliest contact and the first trail of reconnaissance have never
been touched upon, because of a lack of records and archaeological evidences that could converge
to solve these problems. It is from my discovery of the writings on the wooden slebs of an
ancient watch-tower at a place which since has been commonly known as Twken™, that the
dating and tracing of the routtes can be done with some assurance as in the first year of Huang-
Lung of Hsuanti of the former Han Dynasty, i.e; 49 B.C.* |

Chapter IV, Part I, recounts the administration and establishment of different stations along
the various routes and the diffusion of Chinese culture to Hsi-yii, while Chapter V recounts the
diffusion of Buddhism and its acompanying civilization. = As the link of communication between
the east and the west, it was unavoidable that the Lob Nor region should receive the culture of
the Chinese, as well the western culture when the wave from that direction passed through
there. But recent researchers into Sinkiang were unanimous in stating that the culture of Hsi-
yu had originally reached a very high plane and could not have received any cultural influence
from the east. Chinese scholars who have not carried any field investigation there also approved

o4, BIScALEWgE: 95, REMGTH 0 96, MM o7 #6828, piky 20, MEAGT 30, @i
31, i 32. & (%) (Hsuan-ti, 73—49 B.C.)jt (%) (Yuan-ti, 48—33 B.C.) 3%, Hifii 34. 3
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the same. Thus Chinese efforts in Hsi-yu would appear to have had no effect at all, leaving no
trace there. The author made some refutation of that theory in the monograph on the pottery
wares of Kao-Chang. In this volume more stress is laid on the subject, basing the conclusions
boing pased on my own field observations and discoverie. Readers of the complete text can
grasp clearly the phenomena of a mixed culture derived both from the west and the east.

Part II deals with my field explorations, which were carried out in the early spring of 1930
and the autumn of 1954. Though there was a lapse of four years, the areas covered are gener-
ally the same and the nature of collections is also without much difference. Therefore a
synthetic study is made on all the objects and classifications are mainly according to groups
instead of collecting dates and localities, though the latter are recorded‘in several tables for cross-
reference. There are three chapters: Chapter I deals with the sites of stone implements at
Indurkush,” and various localities around Lob Nor. Besides detailed description of such
localities, a study of their mutual relationship is presented. Chapter II describes the sites of
burial places, which are all located north of Conche-darya.” According to' the forms of burial
and the associated artifacts, two kinds of burial customs are recognized: one burial with clothings,
and the other, with bare bodies alone. The former is an indication of Chinese influence, and the
latter is a relic of local customs. Chanpter III treats the historical sites, including watch-towars,
dwelling sites, and irrigation canals. Especially important are the watchtowers. Besides the
wooden slabs wilh records written on them, which give the dates and political as well as military
details of the administration, the other finds associated with them give a fair view of the art and
industry of early China. Thanks to the dry climate of Central Asia, objects made of bronze,
iron, laquer, wood and silk made two thousand years ago, were found in a state of good preserva-
tion. The lining of willow branches along the artificial canals are indications of construction
and reclamation works of Chinese garrisons. Both their magnitude and the strenuous efforts can
be imagined. As to the dwelling sites, for example, as in localities L.T. etc., the relics are of
every day kinds, indiéating generally a frugal standard of living.

Part IIT is composed of explanations of text-figures and plates. = There are ten chapters
according to the materials : such as those of stone, clay, bronze, lacquer, wood, grass, bone, tex-
tiles and miscellaneous. Out of some 1800 pieces collected during the two expeditions, about
590 have been selected for reproduction. But errors must. have crept in, for on account of isola-
tion during most of the time when the intensive studies were made, references were out of my
reach, and it was also difficult to consult my teachers and friends.

Part IV is a series of transcription and interpretation of Han writings on wooden slabs and
on two rare cases on bamboo slips. It is divided into nine chapters, each on a certain subject,
such as on official ranks, Jocations of established official stations, the calendar, the garrisons and
soldiers, the salaries and other pay-rolls, the implements and tools, old records, and miscellaneous.
These studies are based on some seventy slabs that I had collected from the Tuken area during
my two trips. On account of the various dates: Huang-lung, Ho-ping,” Yuan-yien,” they cover
the reign of Hsuanti, Yuanti, Chengti® (32-7 B.C.) of the Former Han dynasty. By that time
Lou-Lan had already moved to the south. But what became of the deserted older sites of Lou-
Lan established in han dynasty very little is recorded in the Annals of the Han and later dynas-
56. FEHBMHA 37. FLEENT, BB, B ITHEMT 38. W (PEKAFEN, 28—25 B.C) 39. JLAE

(UERkR4EYR, 12—9 B.C.) 40. maF (32—7 B.G.)
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ties. Now with these slab-records a more comprehensive picture can be obtamed of the political,
military, and other conditions in Hsi-yu.

Dr. Sven, Hedin and Sir Aurel Stein also discovered at the old site of Lou-Lan slabs of
similar kind but bearing the dates of Hsian-hsi* Tai-shih,” etc. which are and indicating that
sife of Lou-Lan is the city of Hsi yu-Chang shih* of the Wei and Chin dynasties.* Compared
with my latest and their earliest dates theirs are late by some 272 years. Thus for the study of
the northern part of Lob Nor in the early part of the Han dynasty my material is especially
appropriate. Therefore I have done my best to transcribe and interpret them, which serve to
fill up gaps that are left by the old chronicles.

The writings are in archaic forms known as Tsao-Li* and sometimes also in a loose style
hard to decipher. I consiilted many calligraplic experts concerning my interpretations, but many
are still in doubt. By presenting to reader the original manuscripts in photographic reproduc-
tion, I mean to ask for their opinions, so that corrections can be made in a future edition.

A few remarks are necessary in regard to plates and text-figures. They are of three cate-
gories. The first kind are the maps which I compiled from works of modern cartographers and
historical geographerf to illustrate my interpretation of hydrographic changes as noted in Chap-
ter I, Part I, on the drainage of Lob Nor, and the routes of east-west commubhication noted in

Chapter III, which are subject to change as our knowledge of this region is more and more wid-
ened. Of the second category are the maps which were drawn by myself as route maps in my
diaries and were directly drawn in the field during my travels. The maps published in this
volume are only a very small percentage of what I had drawn. The panorama sketches were
mostly made from photes taken by me in the field; the original phogos were either badly exposed
or not well developed and not suitable for direct reproduction. Of the third category are the
figures in the plates or in the texts. There are 393 figures in the 36 plates, and 108 text-figures,
of which 34 are coloured, and the rest, profiles and restorations.

The arrangement of figures according to kinds and types has been adopted to facilitate com-
parative morphological studies. In the description of localities in the chapters of Part II their
horizon and state of preserw;ation have been noted. It is hoped that with attached tables and the
index for the plate figures, cross references can be easily established.

For more details, readers are klndly asked to read the original text. As this work was pre-
pared during the war, life was precarious, and living insecure. But the dangers of those years
only served to stimulate me to complete my present volume. It is indeed my good fortune that
in spite of world shaking events, the book has at last appeared.

The six years that were consumed in writing up the manuscript and the long years that it
has waited for publication have put me under obligation to many individuals and organizations,
some of whom have been mentioned in this translation of my prefacém but many more are
mentioned in the original text. Without their help and encouragement this monograph would
not have been possible.

Peiping Huang Wen-pi
September 18, 1948. i
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